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Students voice concerns one 
year after Spelman closure 


By LIZ SCHWARTZBERG 


The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 











Puoto Essay 
* Take a well-deserved 
vacation to Hawaii in 
this week’s stunning pho- 
to essay, BI. 


The University has decided 
to cancel its short-lived study 
abroad program in Tours, France, 
nearly a year after the controver- 
sial closure of its flagship pro- 
gram at the Villa Spelman. 

The Tours program began in 
September 2006, just months af- 
ter the Villa Spelman was closed, 
as a partnership with the Uni- 
versité de Tours-Rabelais. 

No formal statement has 
been made regarding the rea- 
sons for the cancellation. When 
asked about the decision, Dean 
Adam Falk referred to the Tours 
program as “an experiment.” 
He cited administrative issues 
and said that Hopkins does not 


As rush comes to close, “sem 


Sophomore Collin Kamm rushes to the hoop in an 84-68 win over Franklin & Marshall Saturday, propelling the men’s basketball tearn to first in the Centennial Conference. 
“We do not have the admin- 
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é pee t via e-mail. 
like to visit Serbia? Find ° Falk explained that while the 
Out more about this ec- will move Fraternities. sororities see 6.9 ganization will be their best fit. to learn the history, agenda, val- | closure was partly due to the cost 
clectic country, AY. | ; bye Ail Students may or may not be ues and rules as well as getting of the program, he cites a lack of 
percent drop In participation offered a bid by their favorite or- acquainted with and developing | “appropriate expertise within 
| ganization. deeper bonds with their fellow | the school” as a more important 
“T think one more fraternity pledges. cause. 
lo Ya le By ERIN YANG was going to offer me a bid, but This year’s spring rush, which “Unlike many of our peer in- 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter I wasn’t planning on joining lasted from Jan. 25 to Feb. 1, as- | stitutions, we do not have a free- 
By YASIN AKBARI another one besides Beta Theta sembled another diverse group | standing office of study abroad 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter | Fewer Hopkins students chose Pi,” freshman Jose de la Guerra of students from the Hopkins which would, at those peers, 
to enroll in Greek organizations _ said. campus, from freshmen to up- | handle the details of such a pro- 
University chaplain and Direc- this year, showing a marked de- The recruitment process takes perclassmen. Girls typically at- gram,” he said. 
tor of Campus Ministries Sharon | crease in interest in Greek orga- place over a period of six to 10 tend four parties per night, one | “We found that in order to 
Kugler will end her 14-year career | nizations. weeks, where new members are offered by each sorority. make the Tours program viable, 
at Hopkins when she assumes her | The Hopkins Greek com- exposed to a particular “educa- “The hardest part is | CONTINUED ON Pace A4 
new position as Chaplain at Yale | munity has welcomed 276 new tion program” of their chapter CONTINUED ON Pace A2 
University this summer. | members this se- 


Kugler, widely seen as one of | mester, a 6.5-percent 
the nation’s most groundbreaking | decrease from last 
university chaplains, has worked | year. 
at Hopkins since 1993. She served This statistic does 
as president of both the National | not include Lambda 
Association of College and Univer- | Phi Epsilon, which is 
sity Chaplains and the Association | still recruiting, and 
for College and University Reli- | the new fraternity 
gious Affairs. She is often seen as | Delta Upsilon, which 
a pioneer in the area of interfaith | introduced 23 new 
chaplaincy. members. 

During her time at Hopkins, Formal  recruit- 
she has overseen many important | ment, also. called 
changes in Campus Ministries, | rush, takes place 
and as such, many who were close | over the course of 
to Kugler and the Interfaith Center | several days at the 
were shocked by the announce- | beginning of each 


Search for 
Carey dean 
under way 


By ANUM AZAM 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 
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* Check out Carter’s fall 
fashion preview, straight 
from the runways in New 
York, BS. 












University President William 
Brody recently announced the 


ment of her departure. spring semester, appointment of a 13-member 

Kugler did not initially consider generally center- CBinittittee ie aaarch foe she rey 
applying for the job, but was con- | ing around social dean of the new Carey Business 
tacted by a research firm. gatherings. There School: 


“This was an opportunity. I’ve | potential new mem- 
been here for fourteen years and | bers meet the broth- 
involved with wonderful and cre- | ers, sisters and other 


The search committee includes 
members of the Carey Business 
School as well as faculty and ad- 








ative things. But the chaplaincy at | potential pledges, to hee i PS: _ COURTESY OF CHRIS VIEMEISTER | ministration from other Hopkins 
Arts Yale is a wonderful position and ... | determine which or- Sigma Phi Epsilon held a sumo wrestling night as one of their many events of the pledge process. | institutions such as the School 
it is seen as such a leadership posi- of Nursing, the School of Public 





tion in the field,” she said. Health and the School of Arts 
Attracted by the Yale Divinity and Sciences. 


ContTmNuED on Pace A2 © “Ideally, and quite preliminar- 
ver Stl ents VAG cinate Or ily, the committee feels the search 

could conclude within, say, eight 

or ten months or so, hopefully by 


* Arts has all your needs 
when it comes to weekly 
music reviews. Check out 
New Vibes, B8. 





By LISA ELY tract cervical cancer and 3,700 die from en eel no later than the end of the year,” 
rik JOUNS HOPKINS The Johns Hopkins News-Letter itin the U.S. alone. It is the second lead- __ # | Ed Roulhag, vice provost for Aca- 
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| has inoculated more than 100 stu- campus],” Joffe said. “This is a life-sav- : mere shes The chair of the committee is 
sites : | dents with the controversial, newly ing vaccine; it’s cancer prevention.” ’ anlar ‘A David Nichols, vice dean for edu- 
spite, : iad # approved vaccine Gardasil, which The vaccine is administered in a ea pee cation at the School of Medicine. 











protects against most forms of the hu- three-dose series over a course of six 
manpapiloma virus (HPV), and plans months. Each dose costs $145. The 
to have the procedure covered under Health and Wellness Center has al- 


The committee is conducting a 
“very serious national search” ac- 
cording to Executive Director of 
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tracted it,” Alain Joffe, director of the cost of the vaccine, but it will be cov- search committee] were chosen 
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ction. Many girls have also chosen to go to 


Chaplain Sharon Kugler will be transfer- 
Each year about 10,000 women con- CONTINUED ON PAGE A4 


ring to Yale after 14 years at Hopkins. 


school in the search. Others are 
CONTINUED ON PacE A2 
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CONTINUED FROM Pace Al 
from elsewhere in the university, 
particularly from programs that 
collaborate or have the potential 
to collaborate with the Carey 
School.” 

The qualifications that the 
committee seeks in the future 
dean are varied. 

Roulhac said: “Although de- 
liberations about such important 
matters by the Carey 
School dean search committee 
have just begun, there are two 
examples of a beginning set of 
general qualifications that a dean 
search committee would typi- 
cally need to carefully examine, 
clarify, expand and modify, de- 
pending on the nature, focus and 
needs of a particular school and 
its programs, students and fac- 
ulty.” 

“As 


Business 


CO - 


organization development and 
real estate, in addition to joint 
master’s/ MBA programs in bio- 
technology, public health and 
nursing with other University 
schools. 

Specifically, according to 
Nichols, the school hopes to be 
able to start a five-year BA-BS/ 
MBA option for undergradu- 
ate students in both the Krieger 
School of Arts and Sciences and 
in the Whiting School of Engi- 
neering. 

Until the inaugural dean has 
been chosen, the deliberations 
of the committee will be kept 
confidential. 

“The search is nation-wide, 
indeed world-wide, and is open 
to all qualified applicants. The 
search committee's initial orga- 
nizational meeting occurred on 
Jan. 31, so its 





chief academic 
and executive 
officer, the 
dean must be 


able to provide wide. and is open to hac said. 
strategic lead- ye ; The Car- 
ership, direc- all qualified appli- ey School 
tion and com-  eants. opened Jan. 
munication, 1, after the 
advance the — Ep ROULHAC, VICE University’s 
school’s  aca- School of 
demic agenda, PROVOST OF ACADEMIC Professional 
manage __ the SERVICES Studies in 
school’s fis- Business and 
cal resources, Education | 
build its en- broke off into 
dowment, and represent the the Carey School and the School | 


school effectively and collabora- 
tively within the university and 
to a broad variety of external 
constituents.” 

Nichols told the Johns Hop- 
kins Gazette that the new dean 
will be tasked with expanding 
the School’s existing joint-de- 
gree programs and pioneer un- 
dergraduate and graduate pro- 
grams. 

The School currently offers 
an MBA degree as well as de- 
grees and certificates in infor- 
mation and telecommunication 
systems, finance, marketing, 


The search is nation- 


wide, indeed world- 


confidential 
deliberations 
have only just 
begun,” Roul- 


of Education. It was launched 
with a $100-million funding 


plan, half of which the school | 
received as a gift from trustee | 


emeritus William Polk Carey 
through his W.P. Carey Founda- 
tion. 

The School currently has 220 
full-time and part-time faculty 
members, along with 2,400 full- 
time and part-time graduate 
and undergraduate students. 
Pamela Cranston is serving as 
interim dean of the School until 
the committee appoints a per- 
manent dean. 


The News-Letter... 
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Committee seeks first Fraternity, 
Business School dean sorority 


pledges 
decrease 


CONTINUED FROM Pace Al 
maintaining a high level of 
and enthusiasm for 
five hours! You want to be as 
charming with the first group 
as you are with the last, but by 
the end of the night you are so 
drained,” freshman Allie Her- 
nandez said. “I joined a soror- 
ity to get the chance to meet 
people | wouldn’t normally see. 
I wanted to get to know people 
outside the AMRs, Engineering, 
and Crew.” 

However, the week’s pledge 
activities did not all reflect the 
widely held stereotype of end- 
less partying. 

“All the little lunches and ac- 
tivities during the week are fun 


energy 


| and help to break up the monot- 
| ony of work,” Allie Hernandez 


said. 

As events progressed, rush- 
ers and events toned down as 
potential new members were 
given the opportunity to inter- 
act more in depth with sisters 


| and brothers through conversa- 





tions. The impressions that po- 
tential pledges left at each event 
throughout rush week crucially 


| influenced the final bid offers 


at the end of the formal recruit- 
ment period. 

Coordinator of Greek Life 
Robert Turning said, “There are 
quotas for all the fraternities and 
sororities, but at the end it is re- 
ally up to them of the number of 
bids they want to give out. The 
numbers could vary depends on 
the size of the chapter and the 
work they have done the previ- 
ous year.” 

Delta Upsilon is a new frater- 
nity, with 23 new members. Sig- 
ma Alpha Mu has been less ac- 


... an exciting cast of 








characters since 1896. 
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One of the Sigma Chi fraternity’s multiple rush events throughout the week took place at a hookah bar in downtown Baltimore. 


tive, with a growth of two new 
members in 2006. This spring, 
they did not participate in for- 
mal recruitment. 

The total number of new 
pledges for fraternities is not 
completely known right now; 
Greek Life is still in the process 
of receiving the final numbers 
from some fraternities, such as 
Lambda Phi Epsilon, which has 
yet to report its number of new 
pledges. 

The Halloween controversy 
last fall did not appear to have 
affected Sigma Chi’s turnout 
numbers. 

Last year, Sigma Chi was 
ranked No. 1 by the Hopkins 
Inter-Fraternity Council with 
eight new members and a cu- 
mulative GPA of 3.27, sharing 
both its ranking and GPA with 
Alpha Epsilon Pi. This spring’s 
pledge class of six isn’t signifi- 
cantly different from last year’s 
of eight. 

With a multitude of planned 
activities, pledges had the op- 
portunity to attend a variety 
of rush events. Beta Theta Pi 
brother Maxwell Taylor said, 
“This year, we had Poker Night; 
Restaurant Night [when] we 
went down to Rocky Run; and 
Pinball Night [when] we all 
drove down an hour to play 


pinball .... Events are organized 
and funded by each chapter, 
mainly [from] the pockets of 
older brothers.” 

For many potential pledges, 
which group friends are a in is a 
chief factor in determining their 
choice of organization. “I joined 
with a couple of my friends ... 
and [they] ultimately influenced 
my decision,” De La Guerra ex- 
plained. 

Around 130 men and 129 
women had made their way to 
the final round of rush events 
and received bids from different 
sororities. Turning emphasized, 
“Although you see fluctuation 
of numbers among sororities 
and fraternities, these numbers 
could be changed in the semes- 
ter 

Cultural Greek organizations 
such as historically Asian and 
black sororities and fraternities 
follow their own schedules of 
rush and membership recruit- 
ment. They incorporate with their 
respective national chapters and 
belong to neither the Inter-Frater- 
nity Council nor the Pan-Hellenic 
Council. 

The growth of members of so- 
rorities and fraternities is steady 
this year; for those chapters that 
did not reach quota were eli- 
gible for “continuous open bid- 


ding” (COB), which enables the 
chapters to pick up unaffiliated 
sophomores after rush. 

“T am friends with many 
Kappa sisters and have gone 
to a lot of events last year. COB 
is just convenient,” sophomore 
Lauren Yum, a new sister of 
sorority Kappa Kappa Gamma, 
said. 

This year, Greek policies 
have remained the same. One 
of the most important is that 
pledges cannot be on academic 
probation — in other words, 
students need GPA higher than 
a 2.0. 

However, these requirements 
vary among chapters. Although 
any student may rush, fulfill- 
ing the requirements of their 
chosen sororities and fraterni- 
ties are vital to ensure a pos- 
sible bid offer or position in the 
group. 

“All the fraternities and so- 
rorities that have participated 
in the Formal Recruitment have 
been incredibly active in cam- 
pus involvement and leadership. 
Generally speaking, they cater 
different types of people.” 

“The prospective members 
need to find themselves comfort- 
able in wherever they choose to 
be; it’s a family and a lifestyle,” 
Turning said. 





Hopkins’ Kugler to continue career at Yale 


CONTINUED FROM Pace A1 
one of the leading theological 
institutions in the world, Ku- 
gler hoped that the accepted 
chaplaincy position would al- 
low her to “have a small hand 
in training tomorrow’s chap- 
lains.” Noting that it is impor- 
tant to educate these students 
on “what it means to do chap- 
laincy in the twenty-first cen- 
tury.” 

She also hopes to be able to 
accomplish at Yale some things 
similar to what she has done at 
Hopkins. Yale is hoping to con- 
struct an interfaith campus com- 
munity similar to the one Kugler 
has helped to develop at Hop- 
kins. 

A graduate of Santa Clara 
University with a master’s de- 
gree from Georgetown, Kugler 
has overseen many important 
operations and 
changes in the 
interfaith commu- 
nity of Hopkins 
during her 14-year 
stay. For her, “the 
most important 
thing was the 
formation of the 
Interfaith Council 
— they represent 
all different reli- 
gions that make 
up the chemistry 
of the campus, the 
heart and soul of 
campus ministries 
... They are a na- 
tional model and 
engage with other 
backgrounds in a 
meaningful way.” 
She also noted 
how privileged 
she was to have 
been able to help 
in the actual de- 


velopment of the Interfaith Cen- 
ter itself. 

She will be missed very much 
by the students, staff, and faculty 
who knew her during her time at 


Hopkins. 
“Sharon is one of the most 
generous, loving individuals 


I have ever met. Sharon has a 
way of making everybody feel 
special and important every- 
where she goes,” senior Maytal 
Saltiel said. 

One of Saltiel’s favorite mem- 
ories of Kugler is her annual 
holiday party for the Interfaith 
Council, but she makes sure to 
note that Kugler’s “presence and 
love is not only felt on holidays 
but all year round. Her door is 
always open and she is always 
ready to sit down and have a 
cup of tea to discuss everything 
from world dilemmas to rants 


about the lack of heating in your 
apartment.” 

Saltiel, who is an intern at the 
Interfaith Center, said that she 
believes that although Kugler 
will be missed by the Hopkins 
community, her presence will 
live on through the legacy she is 
leaving: “Her vision and strength 
has created the state of interfaith 
relations as it currently exists ... 
[she] has built an amazing pro- 
gram and furthermore one that is 
self-sustaining ... and has made 
a name for our university nation- 
wide in interfaith dialogue.” 

“Because of the model she 
has established, and the time 
and energy she has put into 
forming this community, _ it 
will continue to flourish. Sha- 
ron has had a permanent and 


lasting impact on the Hopkins 
Community.” 
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Brody elected to 
prestigious group 
for engineers 


> 
President William Brody has 
been National 


Engineering in 


elec ted to the 
Academy ot 


rec Ognition 


tor contributions 


tO digital radiography and for 
leadership in engineering at the 
interface between academia and 

Brody B.S 
M.S degrees in electrical engi- 


neering from the Massachusetts 


received his and 


institute of Technology. He re- 
ceived his M.D. and a Ph.D., also 
electrical 


engineering, from 


otantord University 
Before becoming part of the 
Hopkins community, Brody 
served as the provost of the Aca- 
demic Health Center in the Uni- 
From 1987 


served as a Martin 


versity of Minnesota 
to 1994 he 
Donner Professor and the Direc- 
tor of the Department of Radiol- 
ogy. During this time, he also 
served as the Radiologist-and- 
chief of the Johns Hopkins Hos- 
pital 

The National Academy of En- 
gineering, which has 2,217 mem- 
bers in the United States and 188 
foreign members, is said to be one 
of the most prestigious distinc- 
tions given to an engineer. Only 
eleven other faculty members 
have received this distinction in 
the history of the univ ersity. 

His election to the National 
Academy of Engineering has 
been preceded by an election to 
the Institute of Medicine in 1992. 
Only. 28 others hold member- 
ships to both institutions. 

—Amanda Dios 


Students chosen 
as USA Today 
College All-Stars 


Karthik Trehan and 
Sravisht Iyer and Peabody student 
Kevin Clark were recently hon- 
ored in USA Today magazine's 
annual All-USA College All Stars 


Seniors 





Brody is one of only 28 members to holc 


program for 2007. Trehan was 
named to the second team and 
Clark and lyer received honor- 
able mention. There have been 25 
Hopkins students recognized in 
the program to date. 

Irehan, who balances three 
majors in Biomedical Engineer- 
ing, Applied Mathematics, and 
Materials founded a 
high school math league pro- 
gram called TripleIntegral and is 
co-director of the Hopkins Math 
Tournament. He is also involved 
in research at the Whitaker Bio- 
medical Engineering Institute 
where he is studying cell encap- 
sulation, a technique in which 
transplanted cells are protected 
from being rejected by the recipi- 
ent’s immune system. 

Clark, who graduated last 
year from the school of arts and 
sciences with a degree in Philos- 
ophy, is currently pursuing a sec- 
ond degree in Composition from 
the Peabody Institute. 

Iyer, a Biomedical Engineer- 
ing major, participates in several 
different activities, including 
the Hopkins Undergraduate Re- 
search Journal, the Ethics Board 
and the national undergraduate 
peer-reviewed Journal of Young 
Investigators. Last year, he was 
among a group of six students 
who won the Whiting School's 
annual Business Plan Competi- 
tion held by the Center for Lead- 
ership Education. 


Science, 


—Ravi Gupta 
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JHU study: state 
spends billions 
on uninsured 


[he Bloomberg School of Pub- 
lic Health recently released a 
report that estimates that $1.47 
billion was spent in 2002 to cover 
uninsured health care in Mary- 
land by sources including gov- 
ernment funds, private insur- 
ance, charities and the patients 
themselves. 

The study was done with the 
Maryland Department of Health 
and Mental Hygiene and was 
conducted by Laura Steinhart, 
Thomas R. Oliver, Alice Burton, 
Susan Milner and Waters. 

The report was published in 
the most recent issue of the Jour- 
nal of Health Care for the Poor 
and Underserved and estimates 
that nearly $2,371 was spent on 
healthcare per uninsured citi- 
zen. 

The majority of this figure 
was put forward by the unin- 
sured themselves, totaling $438 
million. $334 million was spent 
by the state of Maryland on the 
uninsured. Private sources ex- 
pended $318 million. Finally, the 
report found that the Federal 
government contributed $277 
million. 

—Katlyn Torgerson 


Thousands of coliege 
students are addicted 
to this kind of pot. 
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So take precautions to prevent problems. Set a limit 
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If gambling is causing a problem for you or someone you know, Call 
the National Problem Gambling Helpline (800.522.4700) for 
confidential help 24/7 or goto www.ncpgambling.org 





oe ee ate te oC NI 


China-based 
Internet firm 
copies Facebook 


Recently acquired by Chinese 
Internet company Oak Pacific In- 
teractive, WWW.x1laonel.com 1S a 
near exact copy and replica of the 
popular college networking site 
wWww.fac ebook com 

Although the 
launched in 2005, Xiaonei claims 


website 


a copyright status dating back to 
1997. The trademark blue color 
alongside the different features 
and alignment of the website's 
design are exact copies of the 
American-based website created 
by Harvard alum Mark Elliot 
Zuc kerberg. 

However, one key feature sep- 
arates the China-based network- 
ing site from its American coun- 
terpart — an enhanced feature 
that allows users to see who has 
been viewing their profile. 

Facebook was founded in 2004 
and is free to users with 
enue from 


ads, advertisements and various 


rev- 
generated banner 
groups. 

No news has been announced 
on whether Facebook is planning 
to take legal action against the 
copied networking site. 

—Charles Tsai 


MIT professor 
James Sherley 
ends hunger 


James Sherley, a black MIT 
professor, ended his 12-day hun- 
ger strike against what he claims 
to be racism at the institution, 
claiming to be perpetuating di- 
versity and equity at the univer- 
sity. 

Sherley, 49, said that the uni- 
versity administrators rejected 
his two-year efforts to reverse de- 
cisions against his tenure on rac- 
ist grounds and went on hunger 
strike on February 5th. 

MIT did not reverse the deci- 
sions made on Sherley’s tenure, 


and the university stated that rac- 
ism did not factor into their judg- 
ment. Administrators revealed to 
the Washington Post that less than 
half of junior faculty members 
are promoted to tenured posi- 
tions 

In addition, the decision was 
reached in part by authorities 
outside MIT. 

University 
further expressed that they will 


administrators 


dedicate more resources to diver- 


sify the MIT faculty. In the state- 
ment on the university’s website, 
MIT added that it will assume 
“responsibility for ensuring an 
environment in which all mem- 
bers of our diverse community 
feel welcome and respected.” 
Sherley went onto strike after 
eating two bowls of Chex cereal, 
and he survived solely on water, 
vitamins and electrolyte supple- 


ments. 
—Cindy Chen 
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After being denied tenure, James Sherley (left) commenced on a 12-day protest. 





correctly attributed — credit 
Gandhi. 


Bitner. 





ERRATA 


In the Feb. 15 issue, the exposure photo on B11, was in- 
should have been given to Shiv 


The photo of Ms. Casewell for the article “Barnstormers 
Mousetrap features an assortment of eccentrics” was incor- 
rectly attributed — credit should have been given to Laura 


The News-Letter regrets these errors. 
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The Army ROTC Leader’s Training Course is a paid 4-week summer experience that marks the beginning 
of your career as an Officer, a leader of the U.S. Army. 
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IT’S NEVER TOO LATE TO GET ON THE FAST TRACK 10 SUCCESS! 


Learn what options are available for you to enhance your career. 


For more information, contact Captain Rolando Rodriguez at 410-516-4685 or rolando.r.rodriguez@us.army.mil 
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CONTINUED FROM Pace Al 
we would have to impose severe 
new restrictions on students de- 
siring to study abroad in France 
Essentially 
that 


in Tours or at Sciences Po 


we would have to 


require they study either 

this 
did not seem to be fair to restrict 
the students’ option in this way,’ 
i alk said 

The news about JHU in Tours 
comes less than one year after 
the cancellation of Hopkins’ Vil- 
la Spelman program in Florence, 
which administrators attributed 
to the costliness of the program. 

Stephen Nichols, chair of the 
Department of German & Ro- 
mance Litera- 
tures, said that the decision was 
a joint one between the depart- 
ment and the administration. 

“The department is too small to 
allow us to have a faculty member 
in Tours regularly ... It just became 
clear that we would not be able to 
maintain the kind of high-quality 
program students expect at Johns 
Hopkins and that the faculty and 
administration are dedicated to 
delivering,” Nichols said. 

JHU in Tours offered a “high- 
quality, flexible program suited 
to the needs of the undergradu- 
ate population.” The program’s 
intent was to provide a “seamless 
junior year abroad experience.” 
The uncertainty of credits trans- 
ferring was eliminated, and JHU 
in Tours guaranteed “the con- 
tinuation of normal financial aid 
for students with JHU awards,” 
according to its Web site, http:// 
wwrw.jhuintours.org. 


Languages and 


There are currently between 
300 and 400 students taking French 
classes at Hopkins. For those who 
would like to study abroad, Falk 
recommended “our  coopera- 
tive program with Sciences Po in 
Paris” and “third party programs 
throughout the country.” 

As it is an exchange program 
and limited to five students each 
year, the Sciences Po program 
does not serve the same purpose 
as the Tours program did. It also 
requires spending an entire aca- 
demic year abroad, something 
that many are reluctant or unable 
to do. 

The news about JHU in Tours 
comes less than one year after 
the cancellation of Hopkins’ Vil- 
la Spelman program in Florence, 
which administrators attributed 
to the expense of the program. 

The obstacles that students 
have faced with third-party pro- 
grams include difficulty transfer- 
ring credits and receiving finan- 
cial aid. Hopkins also requires 
students enrolled in third-party 
programs to pay a fee of 10 per- 
cent of Hopkins’ tuition. With 
tuition for the 2007-2008 school 
year set at a lofty $35,900, the 
fee for enrolling in external pro- 
grams next year will be $1,795 
per semester. 

Students were upset by the 





DELL CAMPUS 
REPS NEEDED 


‘Promote a top 30 company | 
/to gain real-world business 
& marketing experience! | 
www. RepNation.com 
‘Dell to apply 











NEWS 


Students express outrage over program closure 


Alter the closure of Villa Spelman, JHU in Tours closes due to administrative shortages and financial constraints 


Pests ss ia seas? 
COURTESY OF STEPHANIE KALLAB 


Participants were not consulted by the Hopkins administration, and they have yet to be formally notified of the program’s closure. 


news for a variety of reasons. 

“They should at least give the 
program another year or two to 
get things together,” junior Car- 
leigh Connelly, who was in Tours 
last semester, said. “I’m sure Hop- 
kins wasn’t a ‘well-oiled machine’ 
when it first started. There needs 
to be a short period to work out 
the kinks, because it’s extremely 
difficult, especially when dealing 
with the bureaucracy and inef- 
ficiencies of France, to have the 
program be perfect on the first 
try.” 

Junior Cassandra Vogel, corre- 
sponding from Tours, had simi- 
lar feelings. 

“The French school system is 
completely different from ours,” 
she wrote. “The problems we faced 
actually added to the experience 
because we learned a lot about the 
way French students do things.” 

As a member of the soccer 
team, Vogel found the one se- 
mester option offered by JHU in 
Tours very appealing. 

“Tt was very nice to have a 
Hopkins-sponsored program in 
the spring---a lot of things went 
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much more smoothly than if | 
had decided to go with a differ- 
ent school,” she remarked. 
“There are no Hopkins pro- 
grams in France in the spring 
anymore, which I think will dis- 
courage a lot of people from go- 
ing abroad.” 


those concerns. 

“As a pre-med student, I didn’t 
get the chance to go abroad. I think 
it would have been a great oppor- 
tunity, especially because I have 
lived in Maryland my whole life. 
But it is literally impossible,” she 

said. 








“The ad- The breadth 
ministration We would have to and depth of 
seems to want , the programs 
to discourage 1mpose severe new at Tours are 
students .ironer - neers 5 impressive, as 
being abroad by: restrictions on they allowed 


canceling two 
major programs, 
making it dif- 


students desiring 


to study abroad in 


students of vari- 
ous disciplines 
to study abroad. 


Wellness Center spreads 
word about HPV vaccine 


CONTINUED FROM Pace Al 
their family doctors to be vacci- 
nated. 

[he human papillomavirus is 
the most common sexually trans- 
mitted virus in the United States. 
About 80 percent of all sexually 
active men a nd women are In- 
fected some point in their lives. 

“Most infections are harmless, 
but a few go on to...develop cervi- 
cal cancer,” Keerti Shah, professor 
of Molecular Microbiology and 
Immunology at the Johns Hop- 
kins Bloomberg School of Public 
Health, said via his website. 

“Human papillomaviruses are 
responsible for 100 percent of cervi- 
cal cancers worldwide,” Shah said. 
Gardasil protects against four ma- 
jor types of HPV, two which cause 
about 70 percent of all cervical can- 
cer and two which cause about 90 
percent of genital warts. 

The vaccine was recently man- 
dated in Texas for schoolgirls 
ages 11 to 12, and other states are 
following suit. Maryland Sen. 
Delores G. Kelley sponsored a bill 
that would have required middle 
school aged girls to be vaccinat- 
ed, but she chose to withdraw the 
legislation. 

“It's a timing problem,” she 
told the Baltimore Sun. 

Controversy has surrounded 
attempts to mandate the vaccina- 


| tion, mostly by parents who are 


ficult to receive Opportunities 
credit from any France. abounded for | 
other program, — ADAM FALK, DEAN biology and 
having no other public health 
program that OF SCHOOL OF ARTS AND students to | 
accepts finan- SCIENCES Participate in 
cial aid to study research at the 
abroad, and ad- medical school 
vising engineers in Tours. Pre- | 


and pre-meds not to participate in 
any programs,” Stephanie Kallab, 
a student who is spending her ju- 
nior year in Tours, said. 

Junior Allie Barreiro echoed 
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COURTESY OF STEPHANIE KALLAB 


Stephanie Kallab ‘08, pictured in front of the famous Chenonceau, near Tours, France. 








Study abroad during the fall, spring, or 


law students had the opportunity 
to take classes at the law campus. 
Additionally, at least five students 
who participated in JHU in Tours 
have been able to incorporate a 
French major into their studies. 
The concerns with the pro- 
gram’s cancellation are complex. 
Students have questions about the 
real reasons behind the decision. 
Many of those familiar with JHU 
in Tours feel that the Hopkins ad- 
ministration is taking the easy 
route by cancelling the program, 





avoiding the effort involved in fix- | 


ing the problems for the upcoming 
school year. The decision is partic- 
ularly disconcerting to undergrad- 
uates studying the humanities, 
especially because it comes on the 
heels of Villa Spelman’s cancella- 
tion. Several students have called 
the decision “embarrassing.” Nei- 
ther current nor past participants 
in JHU in Tours were consulted 
when decisions were being made. 
“I am really upset about the 
fact that the students in the JHU 
in Tours program have not been 
officially told about the program 
being cancelled or the reasons for 
its cancellation,” Kallab wrote. 





concerned that the vaccine could 
increase promiscuity in their 
daughters. Hopkins students fell 
on both sides of the issue. 

“I believe it’s a very good 
thing,” sophomore Christina Ren- 
ninger said. “When it becomes 
more mainstream and you can 
afford it, most people should get 
it. Sometimes it can help whether 
or not you're already having sex.” 
Even so, Renninger does not be- 
lieve that the vaccine should be 
mandated at this point. 

Junior Suruchi Dewoolkar 
agreed. “I don’t think it should 
be mandated ... [HPV] isn’t that 
easily transmissible, it’s not just 
person to person contact.” 

Joffe explained that the hu- 
man papillomavirus is spread 
through genital secretions, but 
unlike other STDs, where you 
must have intercourse, theoreti- 
cally HPV can be spread by fluid 
to skin — genital-digital contact. 

Dewoolkar believes that get- 
ting this vaccine should be an 
individual or family decision at 
this point. 

“It’s necessary to get all infor- 
mation to the public so they can 
make their own decisions. For 
college girls, it’s important for 
them to see what precautionary 


things can help them,” she said. 

The vaccine is recommended 

for women and girls between 
ages 11 and 26. Because HPV is 
spread by sexual contact, Garda- 
sil is most effective if given before 
you're sexually active. 
“ “The immune response is brisk- 
erin younger girls,” Joffe said. The 
Health and Wellness Center will 
administer the vaccination to any 
woman under age 26. 

Although extremely rare, HPV 
can also cause penal and anal 
cancer in males. 

“In a year or two I suspect 
there will be an interest for 
males,” Joffe said. 

Although men cannot get cervi- 
cal cancer, they can transmit HPV 
from one sexual partner to anoth- 
er. Researchers are also conduct- 
ing tests to determine whether a 
vaccine for males would prevent 
transmission of the virus between 
multiple partners. 

“But what if you plan to have 
sex with only one person for the 
rest of your life?” asks senior 
Bill Gartlin. “Is it worth paying 
almost $450 if neither of us has 
HeVed 

Junior 
agreed, 
anyone not get 1 

Some students are unsure 
about the vaccine because it is 
not yet mainstream. 

“It appears to be a safe vaccine 
although it’s only been out six or 
seven months,” Joffe said. 

Gardasil does not appear to 
cause any serious side effects. 
Several mild problems that may 
occur are pain, itching or swell- 
ing at the injection site, or a mild 
fever. However, since most cases 
of cervical cancer are found in 
women in their forties, some stu- 
dents worry that the long-term 
effects of the vaccine are not cer- 
tain enough. 

The presence of HPV is gener- 
ally detected by the pap smear, 
which tests for abnormal cells in 
the cervix. 

“Think about the psychologi- 
cal discomfort caused by an ab- 
normal pap smear,” Joffe said. 
“Think of the testing you’d have 
to undergo if you had the high- 
risk virus. A lot of these proce- 
dures will go away with the vac- 
cine.” 

Gardasil is a preventative vac- 
cine, and will be most effective 
with women who have not been 
sexually active or infected by 
HPV. 

“I would definitely suggest 
[college girls] get it,” he added. 
“It’s not very often we have vac- 
cines that prevent cancer.” 
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Gardasil vaccine is most effective for women who have not been sexually active. 
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EDITORIAL 


Save study abroad 


At a time when engagement with other 
parts of the world seems particularly im- 
portant, the University is busy dismantling 
its study abroad infrastructure. We are not 
privy to all the complexities underlying the 
decision to cancel the recently initiated Tours 
program, nof were we when Villa Spelman 
went the way of the Passenger Pigeon. The 
administration probably had good reason to 
axe these opportunities, but from the per- 
spective of the student body, such moves 
seem little more than spiteful. 

The fact is, no option was introduced to re- 
place Villa Spelman, once considered a flag- 
ship program, and there is no information to 
suggest that one is forthcoming in the case of 
Tours. We're left with mixed messages. Go- 
ing abroad is hailed almost universally as a 
valuable experience for any college student, 
yet the University appears uninterested in 
providing the support that many students 
require to navigate the intricacies of study- 
ing In a foreign country. 

Dean Falk, in his comments on the Tours 
cancellation, highlighted precisely the prob- 
lem that the University must face. If it is 
truly committed to providing the most out- 
standing education possible and also being 
a competitive institution among its peers, 
the University should create and fully fund 
an office devoted exclusively to enhancing 


students’ access to study abroad opportuni- 
ties. 

Such an office would have several tasks. 
One would be to. reach out to foreign uni- 
versities in order to develop more offerings 


in which Hopkins is a principle partner. The | 
office would also liaise with third parties to | 


ensure that Hopkins students can easily par- 
ticipate in their programs and receive full 
credit for their work. In addition, a dedicated 
study abroad office would also attempt to 
increase interest among students and work 


with departments to tailor programs to fit | | 


their respective educational missions. 


It seems almost ridiculous that study | | 
abroad, an institution that is becoming in- | 


creasingly necessary in all disciplines, is so 


slighted at Hopkins. Just a few miles away, | 
Goucher College recently became the first | 
college in the United States to require every | 


student to go abroad. Goucher is even guar- 
anteeing a voucher of at least $1,200 to each 
traveling student. A new Hopkins study 
abroad office could learn a thing or two from 
our neighbors in Towson. 

We know that easier access to study abroad 
is something students want, and not unrea- 
sonably. We hope that departments through- 
out the University lean on the administration 


and help make it happen, because now more | 


than ever, knowledge knows no borders. 








Kudos on HPV prevention 


We are pleased to learn that so many Hop- 
kins students have taken advantage of the 
availability of Gardasil at the Student Health 
and Wellness center. Gardasil is a vaccine for 
the human papillomavirus (HPV), one of the 
most prevalent diseases affecting both men 
and women all over the world. These stu- 
dents are taking an important step toward 
protecting their health and the health of their 
sexual partners. It is also heartening to know 
that, as of next year, the costly vaccine will 
be covered by the student health insurance 
plan. 

Because JHU is an internationally recog- 
nized leader in the field of public health, we 
think the University ought to play a role in 
ensuring that Gardasil, or improved versions 
of the vaccine, be added to the list of manda- 
tory vaccinations. We realize that there are 
arguments against elevating an HPV vaccine 
to mandatory status, but the reasons in favor 
are compelling. 

There are those who claim that if HPV vac- 
cination were mandatory, the result would 
be greater sexual promiscuity. But this argu- 
ment is a fatuous one that blames a useful 
medical innovation for matters quite discon- 
nected from its use. It is a simple truth that 
most physically mature humans pursue sex. 
If parents are concerned that their children 
will engage in sexual activity of which they 
do not approve, they should attempt to teach 


them values they consider appropriate. 

HPV is a health issue. It should be treated 
as such, without the interference of misdi- 
rected moralizing. Once again: HPV does 
not cause promiscuity. It prevents a medical 
condition. The roots of sexual promiscuity 
lie elsewhere and the problem, if you can call 
it that, must be solved through other means. 

We have greater sympathy for those who 
oppose HPV vaccination on the basis of per- 
ceived trampling of civil liberties. However, 
there are abundant precedents that suggest 
a mandatory vaccination is justified. Every 
American child is supposed to be vaccinated 
for diseases such as measles, tetanus and diph- 
theria, and the effect of doing so is clear. These 
illnesses, once a scourge upon the populace, 
are now all but eliminated from the United 
States. Eventually, if a sufficiently large por- 
tion of the public is immunized, then the dis- 
ease will be eradicated and we will no longer 
need such vaccinations. Polio and smallpox 
are, perhaps, the two best-known examples. 
HPV is different, of course, and may be hard- 
er to eliminate than other diseases, but the 
potential is there. 

Making an HPV vaccine mandatory is a 
good policy. We've little doubt that the com- 
mitted personnel of the Bloomberg School of 
Public Health and other organs of the Uni- 
versity will do their part to convince oppo- 
nents of this standpoint. 





Good luck to Kugler 


The University chaplain is an often-over- 
looked position at Hopkins, but one that is cru- 
cial nonetheless. For the past 14 years, Sharon 
Kugler has been a formidable presence at the 
Bunting-Meyerhoff Interfaith Center, occupy- 
ing the chaplaincy with grace, generosity and 
a great understanding of how to preside over 
a campus of multiple faiths. Now that Kugler 
is headed to the chaplaincy at Yale University, 
we must commend her for a truly admirable 
tenure at a university that often struggles to 
emphasize community of any kind. Thanks 
to Kugler, students of faith have found a wel- 
coming home at the Interfaith Center. 

As a chaplain should, she has presided 
over moments of tragedy and crisis at Hop- 
kins by accommodating all faith practices, 
while instilling a sense of calm and reflec- 
tion that has benefited everyone who has 
come in contact with her. We cannot forget, 
for instance, Kugler’s integral involvement 
in the memorials dedicated to students who 
passed away in the last few years. 

The most significant contributions of Ku- 
gler’s time at Hopkins has been the expan- 
sion of the Bunting-Meyerhoff center and the 
formation of the Interfaith Council. Now that 
the center represents more than 29 religious 
groups, from nine different faith traditions, 

the Interfaith Center has become one of the 
University’s most visible and important pil- 
lars of diversity. As Yale’s appointment of Ku- 
gler indicates, it has also become a model for 
other universities. And unlike many institu- 


». 
. 


tional pledges to increase diversity, Kugler’s 
dedication to its principles has been her pri- 
mary focus since her education in theology 
at Georgetown. A few years ago, she even 
traveled to Rome to champion religious diver- 
sity at the Vatican. Kugler is one of the few 
administrators who has genuinely prioritized 
the establishment of a pluralistic community 
at Hopkins and, in this respect, her example 
should be followed by her successor. 

Kugler’s appointment has drawn some na- 
tional media attention, particularly because 
she is a female Catholic layperson who will 
preside over the traditionally Protestant bas- 
tion of Yale — a hire that a Slate article called 
far more radical than the appointment of a 
female president at Harvard. Some, including 
the Yale alum who authored Slate’s article on 
Kugler, have been critical of Yale’s decision not 
to hire an ordained preacher capable of draw- 
ing more students to regular religious prac- 
tice, especially in light of plummeting church 
attendance among college students. 

But we take umbrage at suggestions that 
Kugler — or, indeed, any lay chaplain — can- 
not foster a thriving religious community. A 
college chaplain’s role should be to promote 
an environment of tolerance and to encour- 
age spiritual exploration, not to bolster the 
numbers of participants. In this aim, there 
could be no better choice for chaplain than 
Kugler. We hope the University takes her leg- 
acy seriously, and finds a replacement who 
will continue her work. 
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HEAT plan right 
for everyone 


| 


I was surprised by the appar- 
ent animosity presented by two 
StuCo senators towards HEAT in 
the Feb. 15th edition of the News- 
Letter. Although unfounded and 
naive in their claims that the 
Responsible Energy Policy (REP 
2015) will result in tuition hikes 
and temperature control limits, I 
found wisdom in the idea of as- 
sessing student’s views. I com- 
mend the members of StuCo for 
| their desire to gauge student 
body opinions with regard to 
Hopkins taking the lead in cli- 
mate neutrality, and am excited 
to see how they accomplish this. 

In the last two weeks, three 
of our Ivy League competitors 
committed to climate neutrality, 
joining over 70 other universities. 
I'll admit I danced a little upon 
hearing this, but it is also cause 
for a somber look at ourselves. I 
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TO 


am embarrassed that we top the 
charts as both one of the larg- 
est local contributors to climate 
change and one of the most ideal- 
ly equipped institutions to tackle 
it. The recently released IPCC re- 
port solidifies the anthropogenic 
basis of today’s climate change as 
undisputed fact, and this semes- 
ter HEAT provides a unique ve- 
hicle to do something about it. 
HEAT presents an opportunity 
for collaboration between student 
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groups on a scale never seen be- 
fore at Hopkins. It is a chance for 
us to come together to address 
an issue that will define our gen- 
eration, not one limited to the 
environmental or political scene. 
Adopting REP 2015 will thrust 
our campus to the top of a list 
populated by a new wave of re- 
sponsible education institutions, 


Blake Hough 
Hopkins Energy Action Team 
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Vijay Phulwani 


Learning from 
those who fight 


f you want to start thinking about 

the importance of academia in the 

American political system, the 

foyer of Gilman Hall is a surpris- 

ingly good place to look. Flank- 
ing the entryway on either side, marble 
tablets set in the wall bear the names of 
Hopkins students who died in the ma- 
jor American conflicts of the 20th cen- 
tury. World War I: 24 names; World War 
Il: 121 names; Korea: four names; and 
finally Vietnam: eight. Of course, Viet- 
nam is hardly a “finally” when it comes 
to American wars. The past twenty 
years have been some of the most ac- 
tive in the history of America’s armed 
forces. That this history is nowhere 
found in Gilman Hall or in most of the 
nation’s other prestigious universities 
is one of the more pregnant silences in 
higher education today. 


I'm not celebrating death in war as | 


something to be hoped for or as a happy 


ending for bright young minds. What the | 


plaques in Gilman show is only the most 
unfortunate portion of the students who 
were involved in both academia and in 
the military during a time when those 
identities were not as disparate as they 
are today. The consequences of this split 
— which, as the numbers above show, 
seems to actually predate Vietnam — are 
harmful both to the university system 
and to society as a whole. As students, 
we have lost both a valuable Source of 
insight into the world and a significant 
means of influencing and participating 
in the national life. 

Universities today pride themselves 
on diversity, on being places where peo- 
ple with different backgrounds, experi- 


ences and world views come together | 
and shape each other, hopefully for the | 


better. We seek diversity in ethnicity, na- 
tionality, gender, income level, academic 
interests and even family history. All of 
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An “elder’s” wisdom for a crass holiday 


By ADI ELBAZ 


emember the Shoebox Lady? 
Sometime in the mid-90s, 
Hallmark realized capital- 
ism shouldn't be limited to 
, the roses-and-syrup set. An 
entire division of ostensibly “snarky” 
cards sprung up next to the estrogen 
aisle, and the Shoebox lady was born. A 
grizzled old gal with clouds of smoke- 
gray hair, the Shoebox lady wore deter- 
minedly unfashionable sunglasses and 
saggy fannypacks, brandished the occa- 
sional cane for maximum geriatric em- 
phasis, and espoused punch lines that 
suggested the recipient of the birthday 
card was a minute away from a hasty 
Eucharist and familial squabbling over 
the will. The other “funny” cards, heav- 
ily laden with ironic pictures of David 
Hasselhoff in spandex and snapshots of 
grumpy-looking bulldogs, didn’t stand a 
chance against the Shoebox lady’s wiz- 
ened, slatternly grousing. 
There was only one problem. The 
Shoebox lady didn’t do Valentine’s Day. 
Doubtless, her view on the holiday 
could be summed up with some hard- 
| won cynicism and a juvenile pun: “Dear 
shnookums, shelling out 50 bucks for 
Valentine’s Day sucks... just like you 
in an hour!” Unfortunately, corporate 
rapacity and the last vestiges of taste, 
worked their merciless expurgations 
against her ribald kibitzing. The Shoebox 
lady, gesturing angrily from the innocu- 
ous faces of birthday cards, was silenced, 
barred from her role in shaping the great 
cultural landscape of the American 
greeting card industry. Eventually, the 
Man succeeded in doing away with her 
entirely. (Sad; I’m sure she could have 
brought untold festivity to my father’s 
impending 50th.) 
I, for one, miss her. I miss her sucker- 








Adi Elbaz is a freshman pre-major from Fair 
Lawn, N.]. 


these differences are valuable, but it is | 
the collection of experiences that comes | 


with these differences that enriches our 
understandings of the world when we 
meet and live with new people. In terms 
of experiences that provide important 
new ways of looking at the world, mili- 
tary service strikes me as one of the most 
beneficial for the overall life and culture 
of the University. 

I come from western Pennsylvania, 
an area of the country where military 
service is still one of the most common 
paths for high school graduates to pur- 
sue. I’ve seen the friends whom I grew 
up with serve in Afghanistan, Iraq and 
many of the other armed forces deploy- 
ments around the world. Being able to 
talk to them after they got back has been 
as enlightening to me as any course I've 
taken here. 

As a political science major, the ben- 
efits are extremely apparent for me, but 
their experiences would be valuable to 
people in almost any course of study. 
Writing Seminars student? Imagine the 
stories that arise during a year in Af- 
ghanistan. Engineering? Nothing could 
be more instructive as to the problems 
involved with deploying high-tech solu- 
tions in difficult circumstances than the 
experiences of a soldier out in the field. 
Beyond the most immediate gains of be- 
coming more politically aware, learning 
from soldiers just might make us better 

students, too. 

Hopkins has done a better job than 
most elite universities when it comes to 
retaining some links with the American 
soldier. I’m not referring to our exten- 
sive defense contracts or relationships 
with policy elites, which do not pro- 
vide the kinds of benefits I am discuss- 
ing here. One of the University’s most 
valuable, and least visible, assets is its 
robust Reserve Officers’ Training Corps 
(ROTC) program, something many 

other schools lack. Gregory Mankiw, 
whose economics textbooks are taught 
to hundreds of students here every year, 
recently made a similar point about the 
potential benefits of having ROTC at 
Harvard. Hopkins has also not chosen 
to ban military recruiters on campus, a 
wise decision. i 

However, we can do more to bring 
academia and the military back togeth- 
er. Particularly, Hopkins could create 
a program for young people who have 
done military service and want to get a 
world-class education back in the civil- 
ian world. Give them the aid they may 
need (the G.I. Bill doesn’t cover Hop- 
kins tuition); they deserve it. What's 
more, we stand to gain by having them, 
by learning from their unique exper! 
ences and incorporating an intellec- 
tual perspective too often ignored by 
the academic elite. It would be a classic 
win-win. ; 
—Vijay Phulwani is a senior political science 
and ancient law major from Johnstown, Pa. 
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re you against civil mar- 

riage equality for same-sex 

couples because of your re- 

ligious beliefs? Do you feel 

that the In God We Trust 
slogans placed in some states’ public 
educational facilities are an unfair en- 
croachment by the government and the 
conservative Christian community that 
lobbies for such articles? 

The conservative Christian move- 
ment in this country is constantly decry- 
ing the death of American family values, 
whether this applies to the struggle for 
gay rights, teaching evolution or the con- 
stant debate over sexual education prac- 
tices. This seems a giant effort to indoc- 
trinate the general populace that does 
not follow the conservative Christian’s 
theological concepts, or attend his or her 
churches. 

How can this indoctrination be com- 
bated? First, children need to be in- 
stilled with strong moral convictions 
at home. If that isn’t happening, mak- 
ing the government a buffer to instill a 
fear of God is unethical. This has noth- 
ing to do with people liking or dislik- 
ing faith — it has everything to do with 
families abandoning their responsibil- 





By SHEKEAB JUAHARI 


‘ll be honest— whenever Iam away 

from Hopkins, and an old friend 

or random acquaintance happens 

to ask which school I attend, I al- 

ways perk up a bit and reply with 
enthusiasm. Usually, it’ll generate some 
astonishment or awe. For students, as- 
sociation with Johns Hopkins can often 
be a means of proving who we are and 
what we are capable of. Sure, we all have 
our unspeakably difficult days here, 
packed with meetings, papers, exams, 
and a bit of socializing when we can fit 
it in. Still, we have earned the chance to 
study at one of the greatest educational 
institutions in the world. Nowhere is 
world-class research generated along 





every front as it is here; especially in 
medicine and medical technology, there 
are nearly continuous, groundbreaking 
discoveries. 

With such high-profile scholars and 
researchers, worldwide recognition, 








punches at the paunchy and complacent. 
I miss her childish zingers at overexcited 
teenage boys. | miss her needling and 
wheedling of overeager single women. 
And I especially miss her on Valentine’s 
Day — the sugary, prefabricated brain- 
child of corporate machination. 

Were she around, she would dissect 
the slack, endemic blandishments of 
starry-eyed 15-year-olds drunk on their 
own feelings, plunder the manufactured 
emotion (and devotion) of expectant boy- 
friends, ravage the breathless anticipa- 
tion of hopeful middle-aged women. She 
would puncture the weepy laments of the 
self-described “pathetically single’ who 
view a $5.99 heart-shaped box of stale 
chocolate as a reliable yardstick for self- 
worth. She would issue a cruelly accurate 
diatribe against the 24-hour pressure 
cooker of conditioned expectations and 
moony fantasies of eternal, gushy, deliri- 
ous love. She would elbow a dumbstruck 
Lothario, his fingers entwined over a 
candlelit dinner table, and hiss, “Yoohoo! 
Next, tell her she’s torn out your heart just 
like the marauding Roman soldiers tore 


out St. Valentine’s!” She would rock hard- 
er than any cold isometric crystal. 

The Shoebox lady was harbinger of 
something more evolved than simple 
immaturity or bitterness. Imagine her 


jumping off the page, suddenly 3-di- 


mensional and fully alive. Her frumpy 
outfits, wrinkles and quick-witted acer- 
bity would prompt speculative eyebrows 
and rudely wagging tongues. Would the 
expectations and pathetically conform- 
ist calumnies of comon yentas cow her? 
I doubt it. 

I see her vibrantly flourishing her 
cane in the emphatic choreography of 
the confrontational, rearranging the 
world with her well-chosen verbal darts. 


She would puncture and deflate the silly 


trappings, the frilly festoons, the facile 


ostentation of Valentine’s Day ritual. She 
would be a clear voice against the social 


intimidation of the sappily entwined, a 
reminder that the celebration of love is 
not measured in gushing greeting cards, 
roses, chocolate, diamonds or any other 
socially accepted accoutrement of sup- 
posed affection. 


Matthew J. Viator 


ity to ethically and morally educate 
their own. The right wing has little to 
do with it — it’s mostly the fault of in- 
dividual parents who are, as my mother 
would say, failing to raise their own to 
be “productive members of society.” 
The schools do have an obligation to do 
character building — not out of fear of 
God, but as a means of developing indi- 
viduals who are able to interact in our 
society. The government does not rec- 
ognize any religion or take any stance 
on God, so people have to learn these 
social mores in a way that is funda- 
mentally non-religious. Discrimination 
against someone on the basis of color 
may be wrong to God, but more impor- 
tantly, it is viewed as distasteful by so- 
ciety. 

In Maryland at least, your faith may 
prohibit homosexuality, but it is repug- 
nant to condemn homosexuals, discrim- 
inate against or harass them. There is an 
understanding that we all have different 
faith perspectives, but there are certain 
secular truths that cannot be dismissed. 
In areas where a church is the social 
center (the Deep South, the Midwest), 
separating religious from public accept- 
ability is almost impossible because they 


are synonymous. Religious prohibition 
of homosexuality becomes social prohi- 
bition of it, etc. P 

Second, those who wish to protect 
the government from infringements of a 
particular faith must cease to be recog- 
nized as anti-faith. Suggesting as much 
is simply immature. There is nothing 
wrong with an open discussion of faith, 
but a city putting up a nativity scene is 
inappropriate. Some questions for the 
conservative Christian: why must a city 
engage in this? Are you going to be any 
less of a Christian during the Christmas 
season without such displays? Are you 
going to feel more suppressed if your 
religion is not given government favor? 
Why is the government’s placement of 
such an article necessary to your faith? 
Those who demand government-spon- 
sored religious symbols are concerned 
with social, not faith matters. No one can 
stop you from holding your own Christ- 
mas celebrations, but why do you need 
the government to explicitly favor your 
faith? 

Answer these questions rather than 
immediately dismissing them because 
of some nameless, faceless atheist who 
is anti-you and your belief systems. To 


Hold the receipt 


and a multi-billion dollar endowment, 
one would imagine Hopkins to be a bit 
more responsible with the trivial, com- 
monsense things. Take, for example, the 
invaluable employee records misplaced 
a few weeks ago. The reason given was 
courier mishandling. A friend of mine, 
who had misplaced her access card and 
J-card and was having trouble getting 
through McCoy desk security, relates, 
“security can keep me from getting into 
my room, but we can’t have proper se- 


curity escorts for important files.” Major 


blunders such as these occur rarely, but 
what is of some relevance are the many 
smaller issues left here and there. These 
are the things we know and experience 
every day at Hopkins and would correct 
on our own, if only we had the oppor- 
tunity. 

Before I continue, I should say I de- 
spise complaining and complainers in 


general. A worthy newspaper article 


should be directed towards something 
much more meaningful and substantive 
than minor, everyday issues of fortunate, 


ne a blessed: college ‘students. But at) times 


Shekeab Jauhari is a sophomore physics and 


the written word is the only means of 


astronomy and anthropology major from Mi- | conveying sentiments, be they major or 


ami, FI. 


minor. Writing may ultimately prompt a 


change for something inherently greater 
than the complaint itself. 

So here it is: receipts. I don’t need a 
receipt. When my J-card is swiped at the 
Charles Street Market, at Nolan’s, or at 
Levering, I’m often handed an unneces- 
sary little receipt that cutely summarizes 
my sale. 

People really don’t need it; they know 
what they’ve just bought and they can 
read the price on the scanner. And then 
I'm left standing there, food in one hand, 
drink in another, J-card in my pocket, 
but somehow I have to manage to take 
this receipt as well. I look for a place to 
throw it away, but no garbage cans are 
ever in sight. This happens 2-3 times a 


day (perchance the cashier keeps the | 


receipt, a smile erupts on my face and 
I run away fast before I’m caught). Re- 
ceipts from days and weeks ago flood 
me from all sides. They're in my coat 
pockets, between pages 734 and 735 of 
my organic chemistry textbook, and as 
the dried up, coagulated mass left in 
the dryer. I wake up to find receipt in- 
formation imprinted on the side of my 


face because I happened to sleep on one © 


accidentally. 
Alright, I'm exaggerating a bit now. 
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She would speak out for the couples 
whose sexuality estranges them from 
these stifling heterosexual rituals. She 
would defend those who are single (by 
choice or by accident) against the on- 
slaught of saccharine, commercialized 
advertisement for romantic perfection. 
She would embrace those couples who 
refuse to buy into this assembly-line 
celebration of love and relationships. 
Granted, her surly declamations would 
be aimed less at poking holes into our 
social standards than at having a good 
laugh at everyone else’s expense. Still, 
asperity born of any motive casts some 
much-needed common sense on the 
largely empty bathos surrounding this 
mawkish, manufactured holiday. 

So, let us raise our oversized, red 
plastic frat-party cups in her memory. 
Valentine’s Day is over for another year, 
but our celebration of the Shoebox lady . 
can live on. Don your favorite fanny- 
pack, pop a few leftover truffles for ener- 
gy, and go stir up some socially charged 
trouble. You may even get a Hallmark 
endorsement out of it. 





Furst Amendment? Whose lirst Amendment? 


dismiss all attacks on the government 
display of religion as “... some atheist 
expressing his problem with God; why 
should I have to suffer for it?” is naive. 
As justified by the right’s own hyper- 
sensitivity to perceived religious perse- 
cution, condemnation of an individual 
for his religious (or irreligious) beliefs 
is unethical in contemporary American 
society. 

Disagreement does not equate antith- 
esis. Being strong in my own faith does 
not necessitate my having to support 
government-sanctioned _ proselytizing. 
Try asking why a town green nativity 
scene is needed. And if you don’t need it, 
then why does it offend you so that the 
government stays out of religion? Why 
do they have to acknowledge it at all? 
The greater morality of others? If that’s 
the reason, that’s none of your business, 
my business, or the government's busi- 
ness. They’ve got to find their own way 
in this world just like everyone else, and 
it is unethical for the government to en- 
dorse a particular brand of religion as 
the correct way to go, or conversely, as 
the wrong way to go. 

—Matthew J. Viator is a senior composition 
major at the Peabody Conservatory. 





And this is certainly a trivial issue; there 
are more relevant concerns that deserve 
to be addressed, both at Hopkins and in 
the world. But if one useful notion can 
be identified from what I have written, 
it is this: the college experience is built 
on the many small things in our day- 
to-day experiences. Often, there doesn’t 
seem to be a clear or easy means of com- 
munication between students and those 
in charge about these sorts of things. If 
there were, this receipt “flooding” could 
have easily been addressed a long time 
ago. Certainly, | am not reprimanding 
the cashiers or food-servers, who work 
very hard, or even those running the 
dining program for the oversight. What 
I am saying is that our voices, as stu- 
dents, are not heard as often as they can 
be, something as simple as a suggestion 
box at times would suffice. Johns Hop- 
kins has certainly taken steps in the past 
few years to correct this “miscommuni- 
cation,” and should continue to do so in 
the future. 
So the next time you find a receipt in 
a random place, you might want to hold 
onto it. If the suggestion box does even- 
tually work out, you can write your com- 
ments on the back. 


x 





By GRACE MALDARELLI 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


A new study has illuminated 
the role of tiny snippets of the ge- 
netic material RNA in the devel- 
opment of blood stem cells into 
mature red and white blood cells. 
These findings offer a glimpse 
into a still poorly understood 
means of regulating cell develop- 
ment. 

The study, which appeared in 
the Feb. 20 issue of the Proceedings 
of the National Academy of Sciences, 
examined the effects of small 
pieces of RNA called microRNA 
on the development of blood stem 
cells, which can develop into any 
type of blood cell. 

The research was led by Curt 
Civin of the Sidney Kimmel 
Comprehensive Cancer Center 
and the Department of Pediat- 
rics, both at the School of Medi- 
cine. Research was conducted 
at Hopkins and by collaborators 
at Ohio State University and the 
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Re- 
search Center in Seattle, Wash. 

MicroRNAs, also known as 
miRNAs, are noncoding, sin- 
gle-stranded RNA fragments 
about 20 nucleotides long. These 
molecules interact with a dif- 
ferent type of single-stranded 
RNA called messenger RNA, or 
mRNA, which is translated into 
proteins. 

MiRNAs bind to a part of the 
mRNA that does not code for 
protein, called the untranslated 
region; the binding of the miRNA 
to the mRNA inhibits the trans- 
lation of the mRNA into protein. 
Previous studies have implicated 
miRNAs in cancer and cell devel- 
opment. 

To more fully understand the 
role of miRNA in blood stem cell 
differentiation, the research team 
performed three experiments: 
one to identify the miRNA pres- 
ent in blood stem cells, a second 
to demonstrate the effects of 
miRNA on protein expression 
in living cells, and a third to de- 
termine the specific effects of a 
single miRNA on blood stem cell 
differentiation. 

Using the results from the first 
experiment and from their pre- 
vious study of mRNA in blood 
stem cells, the team created a 
computer database of blood stem 
cell miRNA and mRNA, their 
predicted interactions, and the 
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Red blood cells, seen above in an electron microscope image, develop from stem cells through a process controlled by RNA. 


predicted effect of each miRNA 
on blood cell differentiation. 

The first piece of the study 
involved collecting blood stem 
cells from human blood and 
bone marrow, and counting the 
miRNA expressed in the cells. 
The scientists identified 33 indi- 
vidual miRNAs found in blood 
stem cells from both locations, 
and compared these data to the 
types of mRNA found in blood 
stem cells, obtained in a previous 
study. 

The comparison of informa- 
tion from those two studies was 
then used them to formulate 
predictions about which miRNA 
would bind to a specific mRNA. 

These data formed the basis 
of the computer miRNA-mRNA 
database, called the Transcrip- 
tome Interaction Database. The 
database contains information 
on each mRNA’s role in blood 
stem cell differentiation, as well 
as predictions of miRNA-mRNA 
interactions. 

It also predicted that approxi- 
mately 10 percent of all mRNA ex- 
pressed in blood stem cells were 


controlled by miRNA, a figure | 


Hopkins Medicine and APL work on Mars life sensors 


supported by previous research 
on blood cell development. 

To quantify the effects of 
miRNA on blood cell develop- 
ment in living cells, the scientists 





Your next gadget purchase 
could be a personal robot 


he day when Rosie 

from The Jetsons wakes 

you up, cleans your 

room and walks your 

dog might still be a 

few decades off. But increasingly, 

engineers and economists are 

predicting that robotics is about 

to make the leap from the factory 
floor to your family room. 

Companies including Sony 

and General Electric are work- 

ing on designs for small’ robotic 

devices for consumers. Products 

like the Roomba, a robot that au- 

tomatically vacuums floors, are 

flying off the shelves. And the 

cover of a recent issue of Scien- 

tific American featured no less 


a technological luminary than - 


Bill Gates boldly predicting the 
“Dawn of the Age of Robots.” 
What’s 


Add to that the increasing 
wealth and leisure of the Ameri- 
can middle class, and the time 
appears ripe to introduce a new 
breed of machines designed to 
ease the workload of daily life. 

To be sure, “humanoid” robots 
that walk on two legs and talk 
like people are still too advanced 
for our current engineering abili- 
ties. Today’s revolution in robot- 
ics is focused on making practi- 
cal devices for everyday use. 

Robots that do basic house- 
hold chores such as cleaning or 
gardening, provide therapy and 
assistance for hospital patients 
and the elderly or just help you 
have more fun on the basketball 
court, are currently in the offing. 

What makes a robot differ- 
ent from, say, an ordinary Dust- 
buster is not 


behind this the _pres- 
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It’s _ partly " tronic com- 
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map the boundaries of a room to 
avoid collisions. There are now a 
dozen different ways for robots 
to get around, from walking to 
crawling to riding on unicycle- 
like wheels. All of these com- 
ponents are being miniaturized 
and are becoming increasingly 
energy efficient. 
A bigger part of the story is 
on the demand side of the equa- 
tion. From the day the television 


remote control was developed — 


in the 1950s by the recently de- 
ceased inventor Robert Adler, the 
American consumer has tireless- 
ly searched for new ways to be, 
or lack of a better term, lazy. 
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the environment in real time. So- 
phisticated computing is, for the 
first time, able to offer machines 
that appear to “think,” at least in 
certain limited ways. 

A floor-cleaning robot that 
can sense your scared cat and 
move out of the way or a hospital 
assistant that knows when a bed- 
ridden patient needs to be turned 
may not sound like the robots of 
Isaac Asimov (or Will Smith). But 
these robots are a far cry from 
the relatively inert devices on the 
market today. 

It’s a safe bet that a robot made 
your car and your computer. 


Pretty soon, they could be mak- 





selected 18 mRNAs associated 
with blood cell development. 
They added the miRNA binding 
section of each of the mRNAs to 
the gene for an easily counted 
protein, then inserted the gene 
and excess miRNA into cells. As 
compared to unmodified cells, 
protein production in modified 
cells decreased by at least half for 
16 of the 18 mRNAs tested. 

The final aspect of the study 
involved examining the impact of 
a specific miRNA on blood stem 
cell differentiation, to further test 
their database’s miRNA-mRNA 
interaction predictions. The sci- 
entists selected a miRNA that 
the database predicted would 
block the expression of multiple 
proteins related to blood cell de- 
velopment, and added an excess 
of that miRNA to human blood 
stem cells. 

As compared to the control 
cells, the blood stem cells with 
excess miRNA produced far few- 
er mature red and white blood 
cells. The results of the experi- 


By HALEY TROVER 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


A group of Hopkins scien- 
tists has recently been awarded 
a $750,000 grant to build a mass 
spectrometer to be put on an up- 
coming Mars rover. This new de- 
vice will be used to search for life 
on Mars. 

As the Mars rover combs over 
the planet, the mass spectrometer 
will search for organic chemicals 
— the chemicals of life. The mis- 
sion, expected to launch in 2013, 
will search core samples of rock 
for nucleic acids or proteins. 

NASA awarded the grant to 
scientists at the Hopkins School 
of Medicine, in collaboration 
with scientists from the Univer- 
sity of California-Santa Barbara 
and the JHU Applied Physics 
Laboratory (APL). Robert, Cot- 
ter, a molecular scientist and 
pharmacologist at the medical 
school, is one of the lead scien- 
tists on the project. 

Cotter explains: “What is spe- 
cial is that this will be the first 
mass spectrometer designed for 
space to look at larger molecules. 
This is consistent with NASA‘s 
emphasis on looking for ‘signs of 
life.’ This in turn refers not neces- 
sarily to whether there is life on 
Mars but whether there are signs 
that life may have existed or may 
have attempted 
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ment validated the database pre- 
dictions. 

By examining miRNA-mRNA 
interaction predictions from the 
database, the scientists were able 
to sort the miRNA from blood 
stem cells into three categories, 
based on when they affect blood 
cell differentiation. 

The first group of miRNAs can 
inhibit proteins that cause initial 
differentiation of blood stem 
cells, which stops production of 
all types of blood cells. The sec- 
ond group of miRNAs can inhibit 
the differentiation of one general 
category or set of similar blood 
cells. The final group consists of 
miRNAs that inhibit production 
of only on one specific type of 
cell, such as red blood cells. 

Further research into miRNA 
control of blood cell differen- 
tiation could lead to methods of 
controlling blood cell differentia- 
tion, which could in turn lead to 
the ability to grow specific types 
of blood cells as they are needed 
by patients with blood disorders. 





Unlike their DNA counterparts, 
which serve almost exclusively to 
store genetic information, RNA 
molecules perform a wide range 
of functions within the cell. Some 
types of RNA serve as intermedi- 
ates between DNA and proteins, 
others carry specific amino ac- 
ids to the site of protein synthe- 
sis, and still others are able to 
regulate gene expression and 
other cell activities to adjust the 
workings of the cell in real time. 

There is even evidence that 
RNA molecules, contrary to 
popular belief, might be able 
to transmit genetic information 
across generations. From cata- 
lytic RNA to small interfering 
RNA to micro RNA, this group of 
molecules makes up one of the 
most diverse and exciting areas 
of research in modern biology. 

What accounts for this re- 
markable variety of functions? 
First, RNA can interact with other 
nucleic acids in a variety of ways. 
RNA is usually single-stranded, 
but it can attach to a molecule 
with a complementary sequence 
to form a double-stranded RNA. 
This dsRNA can act to silence 
genes, a phenomenon known 
as RNA interference, the recent 
discovery of which won Hopkins 
professor Andrew Fire a Nobel 
Prize. RNA can even form part 
of a double-stranded DNA-RNA 
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hybrid by the same principle of 
complementary base Pairing. 

Second, RNA molecules 
are almost always far shorter in 
length than DNA, and are con- 
sequently less complicated for 
the cell to synthesize. While the 
same DNA molecule might be 
preserved for the entire lifetime 
of a cell, RNA molecules are 
expendable: they are constantly 
created and destroyed, allowing 
for a much more dynamic regu- 
lation of their activity given the 
needs of a cell at any moment. 

Finally, RNA can act like a 
protein; it assumes a variety 
of three-dimensional shapes 
based on its sequence, and can 
therefore interact with the full 
range of molecules in the cell, 
from other nucleic acids to pro- 
teins, sugars, and fats. In some 
instances, RNA molecules act 
like enzymes, called ribozymes, 
catalyzing reactions including 
protein synthesis and the degra- 
dation of other RNA molecules. 

Some scientists believe that 
this self-catalytic ability means 
that the earliest life forms were 
dependent on RNA for almost 
all of their cellular functions. The 
“RNA world” hypothesis funda- 
mentally changes our under- 
standing of the origins of life, and 
suggests just one of the extraor- 
dinary aspects of this molecule. 
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Model of a ribozyme, an enzyme-like RNA, one of many RNA types found in a cell. 
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The Mars Science Laboratory is one of several Mars rovers NASA is planning. One of them will carry the new mass spectrometer, 


at a core sample beneath Mars’ 
surface, and the spectrometer 
captures ions formed by the laser 
pulse. The ions are then fed into 
a detector that processes them in 

order of mass. 


ness of this de- 
sign is that it 


complex organ- PROFESSOR OF will pitts 
ic molecules.” reasonably hig 

Croatat eur PHARMACOLOGY mass range 
earned his Ph.D. (2,000 Daltons) 
from the Home- at a relatively 


wood campus in the Chemistry 
Department, where his thesis 
work concentrated on building 
mass spectrometers. . 

The mass spectrometer be- 
ing built acts as an “ion trap,” as 
Cotter calls it. A laser is directed 


¥ 


low voltage (300 V) compared 
with existing commercial traps 
that work at several kilovolts. 
This reduces the chance of ‘arc- 
ing’ in the low-pressure atmo- 
sphere of Mars, while also reduc- 
ing the power consumption.” 


The mass spectrometer is ac- 
tually a miniaturized version of 
a standard spectrometer. “While 
getting better, the tool has gotten 
smaller as well. Original versions 
were just so big and took up so 
much space that it was impos- 
sible to do much else in the lab,” 
Cotter said in a recent press re- 
lease. 

Currently, the mass spectrom- 
eter is able to fit into a machine 
around the size of a mini-fridge. 
But for the Mars rover, Cotter 
and his team are charged with 
getting one to fit into a machine 
the size of a shoebox. “It’s going 
to be tough, not only to miniatur- 
ize all the intricate functions but 
to build the instrument to sur- 


vive the harsh travel conditions — 


en route and the environmental 
conditions once it lands,” Cotter 
Saldos: 

Mass spectrometry is a tech- 
nique frequently used by scien- 
tists to determine the identity 
and properties of an unknown 


a 


substance. It is based on the prin- 
ciple that particles flying through 
a magnetic or electric field will 
separate based on their size. 
Organic compounds in par- 
ticular, such as amino acids and 
sugars, have unique signatures 
on mass spectrometers. These 
are the basic compounds of life 
on Earth and, Presumably, they 
would be on Mars as well. 

_Mars, one of the four “terres- 
trial planets,” has a metal core 
and rocky surface like Earth. By 
studying Mars’ history and cur- 
rent biological makeup, research- 
ers hope to gain a better under- 
standing of how life started on 
Earth. Results will also indicate 
how habitable Mars is today. 

Cotter, also a professor at the 
School of Medicine, does not be- 
lieve his miniature spectrometer 
1s a one-trick pony. He claims it 
also can act as a powerful diag- 
nostic tool that could someday 
be used in clinical work or other 
scientific research, ae 
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Four simple steps to midterm success 


Spend your study time reading this article — it’s guilt-free procrastination 


Find Out When 
The Test Is 


This partis fairly simple. Many 
professors will hand out sheets in 
the beginning of the year called 
syllabi. These syllabi detail all 
kinds of important information, 
such as homework assignments, 
grading policies and test dates. 
Consequently, they are the first 
item from the class which you 
will lose (your textbook will go 
shortly after). Now, here you are 
presented with a dilemma, in the 
form of the old reliable multiple- 
choice question: 


1.) To find out when the mid- 
term is, you can: 

(A) Ask friends when the test 
is 

(B) Ask the professor or teach- 
ing assistant 

(C) Pretend there is no mid- 
term and act surprised when 
testing day comes. 

Your Answer: 


Since the majority of people 
who read this article probably 
don’t have any friends, we can 
safely rule out option (A). The vast 
majority of students usually end 
up choosing (C). If I suggest this 
option, then this article would be 
very short, and I can’t have that, 
now can I? So, in conclusion, (B) is 
the best answer. Simply approach 
the professor after lecture, dur- 
ing office hours, or while they’re 
sleeping in bed (bonus points if 
they’re with their spouse) and fire 
away your inane questions. 


Prepare Yourself 
For Studying 


I always find that the most help- 
ful route to take is making a study 
schedule. Your study will vary 
depending on when the midterm 
is. For example, if you midterm 
is tomorrow, you may need to 
schedule in 300 pages of reading 








Cold Cold Water 
Shiver and Cold 


Biomusicology 


Winter 





Faded From the Winter 





tracks 
Cold Weather Compilation 


Tired of waking up every morning to a new and delightful facet of meteorological schizophrenia? Wishing the weather 
would stop vacillating between snow days and sunshine? Sick of grandma- chic long johns and enormous sweatshirts 2Us 
too. This playlist of wintry weather songs will keep you warm, or at least entertained, during the freezing trek to class. 


Coming in From the Cold Bob Marley and the Wailers 


over _ breakfast. 
Alternatively, if 
the midterm is in 
two weeks, you 
can schedule 
in Guitar Hero 
for 13 days, and 
do 300 pages 
of reading over 
breakfast on the 
day of the test. 

Once you 
have your 
schedule, you'll 
need to col- 
lect your study 
materials. That 
textbook might 
be helpful, if you still have it. 
Also, you should make sure that 
you have all your readings, past 
homework, previous quizzes, 
practice tests, practice problems, 
example problems, practice ex- 
ample homework problems on 
the reading (preferably from 
a previous practice test), and 
those tissues that you threw out 
during the second lecture. Your 
notes from lecture might also be 
helpful, but it’s important that 
you don’t overwhelm yourself 
with materials, so these are op- 
tional. 


Study 


This partisn’t optional, although 
nine out of ten students will skip it 
anyhow. If you're that one student 
in ten who actually cares enough 
to pass that you'd read a how-to 
guide on preparing for a midterm, 
here’s how you do it. 

Put all your study materials 
in a neat pile — wait, that sheet of 
paper isn’t aligned right. Better 
straighten the whole pile. Oops! 
We've dropped a few sheets. 
Let’s put them back in the pile, 
in  chronological/alphabetical/ 
numerical/phonological _ order. 
Okay, here we go. Wait a sec- 
ond, are the sheets in ascending 
or descending order? We better 
reverse them. Huh, it looks like 
you're missing a homework as- 





Mirah 
AFI 








Ted Leo and the Pharmacists The Cold Part 
Victorian Ice 
ToriAmos = /f Winter Ends 


lron and Wine 


Computers are great for studying, but are also a distraction. 


There’s a Coldest Day in Every Year 


Valentine's Day 


Jerusalem: New Version 
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signment. Send a Facebook mes- 
sage to the cute girl who sits two 
rows in front of you in class, fol- | 
lowed by an IM. Oh hey, it’s some | 
guy whom you haven't spoken | 


to since sixth grade! Let's talk to | 
him... Wow, it’s dinnertime al- 
ready. At least we've been study- | 
ing for the last three hours 


Take The Test 


Believe it or not, there are stu- | 
dents who diligently do the first 
three steps, only to miss the last | 
step when they collapse on the | 
sidewalk from a combination 
of sleep deprivation, cerebral 
overexertion and cholera. Stock 
up on No-Doz and Redbull to 
make sure that you don’t go into 
a coma until after the exam. 
When you go into the exam, you 
may feel your heart flutter a bit. 
Don’t worry. That's just because | 
you're suffering from pre-anxi- | 
ety stress (or maybe it’s because 
you've taken enough caffeine to 
euthanize a bull). Calm down! 
Take a few deep breaths and 
relax. Just think to yourself; 
you've prepared well and you'll | 
do great... wait, what’s that? 








You didn’t prepare at all andin- | , 


stead used your notes as a drink 
coaster? Well, at least you've 
read the article from beginning 
to end. I hope. 

— Kensign Ng | 
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Modest Mouse 






British Sea Power 






Bright Eyes 


Matisyahu 
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Come and see the biggest apartment floorplans in 


downtown Baltimore at Symphony Center Apartment Homes... 
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¢ Near Light Rail & Metro 
e FREE Garage Parking 

« Pet Friendly 
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24 Hour Emergency 
Maintenance 


« 24 Hour Concierge 
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Two bedroom 
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Call 410.783.7200 
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APARTMENT HOMES 
wvew.thesymphonycenter.com 


1020 Park Avenue 
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| ney, you arrive to the beauti- 
ful country of Serbia. You can 


| out through the sliding doors 
| where a crowd of people wait 


| with the family members that 


| slowly work their way through 


| this is all happening, another 


| get out of the way and are being 


In Serbian excurs 
found during exh 


As you step out of a small 
airplane, after a 24-hour jour- 






smell freshly smoked cigarettes 
and the sweet smell of sweat. 
Once you have made it 
through the chaos of customs 
and managed to pick up your 
two suitcases off of the con- 
veyer belt, you slowly walk 


upon your arrival. 
You eventually lock eyes 
are there to pick you up. They 


the crowd to come find you, hug 
you, and take a suitcase. While 





SAE 4 These are relics of St. 
crowd is screaming for you to 


as rude as they can. 
As an American, all you can do is try to be nice, 
try to avoid conflict, and try to get out of the way. 


| Somehow, that is never enough for you in these 


types of situations. 

Once reaching your family member, you quick- 
ly make your way to the car to what might be the 
best part of your trip. Driving in Serbia may be the 
most dangerous sport there. People have no sense 


| of normal traffic laws. Many of their “freeways” 


Wis 


are two lanes, with one ob- 
viously going one way, the 
other one the other way. 
People have no hesitation 
of crossing over the line in 
front of oncoming traffic to 
pass the car in front. 

The temperature is near 
a sweltering 40 degrees 
Celsius. Being stuck in a small car with five or six 
suitcases, two other people, and no air-condition- 
ing, is not exactly where anyone would want to 
be, especially while on such a dangerous car ride 
home. Life really does become much more valued 
after spending an hour, which may seem like a 
lifetime, in that car on the way home. 







The driv- 
ers are very 
aggres- 
sive and 
not afraid 
to pull in 
front of 
cars, buses, 
bicyclists 
and pe- 
destrians. 
Many of 
they news 
headlines 
are about 
foreign- 
ers getting 
killed in 
car crashes 
because 
they do not 
know how 
to handle 
the danger 
of this. 

Even in 
the midst of 
stressing about whether you are going to be alive in 
five minutes or not, you find the ability to look out 
your window. 

You notice the beautiful craftsmanship of the 
graffiti painted on every building and the laundry 
on every balcony. The houses are more than old, 
they are all barely standing. This is a reoccurring 
theme throughout the city, never mind the decrepit 
countryside. You can see that even the new build- 
ings had been christened with the same colorful 
graffiti and that the youth of Serbia has really left 
their mark upon the world. 

When arriving at your desti- 
nation, you pull up in a gravel 
parking lot. Next to you sits 
your grandpa’s 27-year-old car. 
It is made by a company called 
“Zastava,” a company that is 
not exactly known for its qual- 
ity worldwide. Your grand- 
parents await your arrival by 
sitting outside in the stifling 
heat because they are so very 
excited to see you. The min- 
ute you pull up and get out of 
the car, you are greeted with 
such joy over the fact that you 
are there for the summer. Your 
family then helps you lug your 
four 50-pound suitcases out of 
the car and into the house. You 
walk through the rusted doors 
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Many Serbian buildings are covered by color- 
ful and unique graffiti designs such as this. 
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Nikodim, the patriarch of Serbia, who is still celebrated and 


honored by the Serbian Orthodox Church on May 24 of every year. 


to the apartment building and head up to the 
third floor in pitch black because the lights have 
not been working for years now. Your grandma 
rushes you inside as your grandpa limps through 
the door. They have you sit down and make your- 
self comfortable because they are there to please 
and are so excited by your arrival. 






The apartment is as big as your mom’s mas- 

ter bathroom back home. This bathroom has just 

enough room for you to step into it and the kitch- 
en fits only two people 
enough room to step into 
the bathroom. 

The building itself is 
still beifig built. because 
the owners didn’t have 
enough money; they de- 
cided to stop construc- 

they were not going to do anything about the 
construction and the cement blocks showing on 
the top two floors from the outside. The hallways 
are dimly lit because no one has decided to re- 
place the seven or eight bulbs it would take to 
light them up. 

After getting as comfortable as you possibly 
longings into some of the small, cubby sized com- 
partments of the closet, you decide that you are 
going to go out for a stroll. Maybe you could even 
visit the house belonging to a nearby relative. 
This is your chance to explore the country some 
more, and to try to have an adventure. Although 
the plane ride wasn’t enough adventure to last you 


comfortably, with just 
tion and sell it. The new owners decided that 
can and trying to put your massive amounts of be- 
a long time. 


— Mia Bella Josimovic 
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Serbia's illustrious government buildings stand in stark con- 
trast to the broken-down buildings Josimovic encountered. 
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* Mental Health and Behavioral Medicine (License eligible) 
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* Clinical Investigation 


OPEN HOUSE 


Wednesday, February 28, 2007 


5:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 


. Club Quarters in Washington, DC 
Spring Break w/ 839 17th Street, NW 
STS (At 17th & I Street) 
Washington, DC 20006 





to Jamaica, Mexico, Baha- 
mas and Florida. Are you 


connected? Sell Trips, Earn) . 


www.clubquarters.info for online directions) 


To R.S.V.P. or for additional information contact: 
Bernice R. Mark 
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ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 


ELISSA STAUTNER, WOMEN’S SWIMMING 





For Stautner, swimming success is a snap(shol 


By ALEXANDER IP 

The Johns I lopkins News-Letter 
When most people think 
of swimming pools, the first 
thoughts that pop into their 
heads are usually fun in the sun 
and maybe the fast-approaching 
Spring Break. 

But fortunately for the wom- 
en's swimming team, when 
sophomore swimmer Elissa 
Stautner sees a pool, she thinks 
about getting that photo finish 
in a race; befittingly so, consid- 
ering Stautner’s affinity for pho- 
tography. 

“She loves to take pictures and 
to be in pictures,” 


Kate Hansen said. 


Stautner’s first experience in 
the water was at age 7 and her 
love grew from there. She started 


her roommate 
and fellow sophomore swimmer 


swimming competitively in high 
school. 

“| have lived in Texas for most 
of my life, and swimming is a 
very popular sport there. It’s so 
hot there in the summertime 
that if you dare to go outside, 
you had better be in a pool,” she 
said. “Swimming is also a great 
stress reducer. It gets my mind 
off school and lets me focus on 
something else for a few hours 
each day.” 

At Hopkins, Stautner is af- 
fectionately referred to by her 
teammates as Noodle. But most 
importantly, Elissa is known as 
the go-to specialist in distance 
sw imming, with freestyle as her 
main stroke. 

Last weekend at the Blue Grass 
Mountain Championships, Staut- 
ner captured three first place fin- 
ishes at the three-day conference. 


p a 
Spier 








She was triumphant in all of her 
events, which included the 500-, 
200- and 1,650-yard freestyle. 

“Elissa should have gotten 
Swimmer of the Meet honors,” 
Allie 


Foster said. 


senior 


Though this weekend was 
undoubtedly one of Stautner’s 
best in her swimming career, it 
certainly wasn’t a fluke. 

“She always pulls out great 
SWIMS 


the 


when 





In addition 





VITAL 


pressure Is 
on and that was 


to the individ- STATISTICS made clearer 
ual wins, she this weekend,” 
propelled her 4 Foster said 

relay team to Year: Sophomore Prior to 
a decisive win Hobby: Photography this weekend, 
in the 800-yard Events: Distance Stautner has 
event, swim- é pia ! taken home 
ming as the eee { seven individ- 
anchor in that the Blue Ma ahi le a ual first place 
heat and defeat- Championships ain victories __ this 
ing their closest P PS: season alone, 


competitors by 
a full ten sec- 
onds. 

“She had the fastest split on the 
800-yard freestyle relay, which 
broke the con- 
ference record,” 
sophomore Jack- 
ie Rooney said. 

Stautner will 
find out later in 
the week wheth- 
er the times she 
clocked for two 
of her individ- 
ual events were 
good enough 
to qualify her 
for the B-cuts of 
the NCAA Divi- 
sion II] Cham- 
pionships. The 
national meet is 
coincidentally 
being held in 
Stautner’s home 
state, and the 
rest of the Lady 
Jays only see 
that fact as a sign 
of good things to 
come. 

“TElissa’s] _ go- 
ing to be an ex- 
tremely impor- 
tant part of lots 
of relays at Na- 
tionals in three 
weeks,” Foster 
said. “[She is] a 
great person to 
go to competi- 
tions with  be- 
cause of her nat- 
ural cool attitude 
and desire to do 
anything to help 


COURTESY OF ELISSA STAUTNER the team.” 


M. Swimming disappointed in ECAC finish 


CONTINUED FROM Pace A12 
the 400-yard Freestyle Relay. 

The relay team was made up 
of Cunningham, Neff-Rasmus- 
sen, Foster and Rooney. The 
team finished the relay with a 
time of 3:38.90 seconds, which is 
the fastest relay time of the sea- 
son for the Blue 
Jays. 

It was a 
team win, as 
all the swim- 
mers combined 
for multi-place 





We had high expecta- 
tions and still do, but 
this past weekend we 


relays and the girls are all really 
excited. The team is only going 
to get faster.” 

The men’s team began the fi- 
nal day of championships with 
sophomore Colin Kleinguetl 
and David Postetter finishing 
4th and 11th in the 1,650-yard 
Freestyle. Hop- 
kins did not 
place again un- 
til the 200-yard 
Breaststroke. 
Freshman Jon 
Kegelman_fin- 


finishes. Soph- definitely did not live ished second 
omore Jackie with a_ time 
Rooney said: up to them. of 2:07.40. The 
“We could not Blue Jays ended 


have won Blue- 
grass without 
everyone's par- 
ticipation. We definitely won as a 
team. The whole meet was great 
with many amazing swims. One 
of the standout relays was the 
freestyle relay, which broke the 
Bluegrass Conference record. Al- 
lie Foster also had a great meet, 
almost beating her personal best 
in the 200 Breast un-rested. We 
all look forward to NCAAs and 
are really focusing on the re- 
lays.” 

“The team swam amazingly 
well at the Bluegrass Conference 
meet. We won the meet by a lot 
and many of us had personal best 
times. The meet was a lot of fun 
to be at too,” Schaffer said. “The 
girls swimming at the NCAA na- 
tionals are getting ready to swim 
fast, and the relays going to na- 
tionals are going to do really well 
also.” 

Dennis is also ready to bring 
the momentum of the confer- 
ence win to nationals. “All the 
girls really got into the meet,” 
she said. “The team should do 
really well at the NCAAs ... we 


ne ee te 


— JuNior Brap Test 





the day finish- 
ing in second 
place in the 400 
Free Relay consisting of junior 
Brad Test, freshman John Thom- 
as, junior Matt Fedderly and se- 
nior Kevin Walsh. 

In the first and second days 
of competition, Test placed first 
in the 50 Free, finishing in only 
20.92 seconds, Thomas, Kegel- 
man, Test and senior Keith Par- 
ent followed with a win in the 


400 Medley Relay. Hopkins also 
captured the 200 Medley Relay, 
and Kleinguetl finished with a 
season-best time of 4:08.03 in the 
400 Individual Medley for 7th 
place. 

“[The ECAC Tournament is] 
typically a meet where the guys 
who haven't eee for NCAA‘s 
make their cuts ... but this year 
the times that were put up are 
either on the bubble or not fast 
enough,” Test said. “We will have 
a clearer picture in a few weeks 
of who actually made it and who 
didn’t. Right now we have John 
Thomas, Matt Fedderly, Bob Ser- 
shon, Richard Geurard, and me 
for certain. 

“We had high expectations 
and still do, but this past weekend 
we definitely did not live up to 
them.” 

The women compete next 
from March 8-10 for the 2007 
NCAA Championships in Hous- 
ton, Texas. Last year the Lady 
Jays finished in 12th place. The 
men’s team will compete from 
March 15-17, also in Houston. The 
men finished fourth at the 2006 
NCAA Championships. 
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‘hee eg for some really good Blue Jay swimmers take off foray winter meet. They took fourth at ECACs Sunday. 
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including two 
in the 500-yard 
freestyle com- 
petition and one in the grueling 
1,650-yard freestyle. In a truly 
amazing feat, Stautner has also 
managed to place fifth or high- 
er overall in each of her events, 
with the exception of two events 
at the highly competitive Nike 
Cup Invitational last November. 

“T have never met a swimmer 
with such endurance,” Rooney 
said. 

“She tears through our prac- 
tices and sets standards that even 
some of [the male swimmers] 
can’t match,” Foster said. 

It’s safe to say that Stautner has 
learned how to deal with pain: 
she underwent surgery on both 
her shoulders in high school. She 
has made a tremendous recovery 
since the operation three short 
years ago. 

But maybe that athletic drive 
and will to win was always in 
pumping through her veins. 

“My great uncle, Ernie Staut- 
ner, played football for the [Pitts- 
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Senior keeper Kerim Eken anticipates a shot while two Blue Jay defenders watch. 


Hockey makes p layoffs 
in front of rowdy crowd 


burgh] Steelers and coached the | 


[Dallas] Cowboys. He won two 
Super Bowl rings with the Cow- 
boys and is in the Hall of Fame 
for both playing and coaching 
football,” Stautner said. 

When  Elissa’s — Hopkins 
swimming career finally comes 


to a close, she would like to go | 


to medical school. She’s mak- 


ing good use of her time, as a | 


member of the Hopkins Emer- 
gency Response Unit (HERU), 
and is involved in the teaching 
of classes for the HERU certifi- 
cation. 

“She is a really good student 
and manages her time really 
well. She always makes time for 
her close friends,” Hansen said. 

“Elissa is one of the most spir- 
ited, happy people to be around,” 
junior swimmer Jess Nelson add- 
ed. 

The feeling is mutual for Staut- 
ner towards her teammates. 

“T really enjoy swimming at 
Hopkins,” Stautner said. 
team has a lot of great people on 
it, and I really enjoy spending 
time with all of them.” 

With already a trough full of 
accolades in tow, Stautner contin- 
ues to work hard, in and out of 
the pool. 

And one thing’s for sure: her 
photo finishes will not be the last 
we'll be seeing of Stautner in the 
future. 
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By PASHA HADIDI 
The Johns | lopkins News-Letter 


The Hopkins hockey team 
squared off against Dickinson 
College Saturday night in their 
annual Greek Night event. With 
the fans cheering hard and the 
senior-led Hopkins team pushing 
for a victory, Dickinson couldn't 
withstand the pressure. The Jays 
took the contest, 7-6. With this 
latest success, the squad now has 
a six-run winning streak. 

The game started off slow, 
with Hopkins trailing the 
Dickinson Red Devils by three 
goals. Even with an entire period 
gone, the Devils had held the Jays 
scoreless. 

“The winter storm earlier in 
the week cancelled both of our 
practices, [and] we think that’s 
why we came out a little flat,” 
senior captain Jeff Warren said. 
The Devils jumped out to an early 
3-0 lead. But if Dickinson gained 
any confidence, it was short-lived. 
Starting in the second period, 
Hopkins came out strong. 

“We put in a lot of work to 
organize the ‘Greek Night’ event 
and we wanted to put on a good 
show ... soin between the periods 
we took it a little less serious and 
started the second period just 
trying to have fun,” Warren said. 

The show started off with a 
goal by senior left wing Peter 
Livadas, putting the Jays on the 
scoreboard. That was the spark 
that ignited the fireworks. Fol- 
lowing Livadas’s goal were four 
more notches on the scoreboard, 
including one from senior center 
Scott Spratlen and an incredible 
one-period hat trick from fresh- 
man left wing Alex Satin. Satin 
already had the fans in a frenzy 
when he executed the most amaz- 
ing score of the three: mid-fall, 
with a crowd-riveting spinning 
backhand shot. 

“Goal of the season ... Alex 
stepped it up for us,” Coach 
Jeremy Sarnovsky said when 
asked about the play. At the end 
of the second period, Hopkins 
was up 5-3. 

With the third and final period 
upon them, both teams rallied 
hard. Not to be outdone, Spratlen 
completed his own hat trick with 


| two goals, one off a resounding 


slap shot. The score was 7-3, but 
Dickinson had not traveled all 
the way to the Patterson Park 
rink for nothing. The Red Devils 
buckled down and began a hard- 
nosed comeback late in the game, 
making the third period an 
exciting one. Hopkins, however, 
had battled hard for its lead and 
was not about to lose it in the last 
part of the match. The Red Devils 
scored three more, making the 
final score a close one. But it was 
a clear Hopkins victory, 7-6. 

The event drew a huge Hopkins 
crowd, with a prize going to the 
Greek organization with the 
highest attendance. Taunts filled 
the air, along with signs making 
off-color plays on Dickinson’s 
name (you get the idea). 

“The fans were phenomenal... 
They rooted during big plays, hits, 
goals, and did a hilarious job of 
psyching out our opponents and 
refs,” sophomore left wing Rajiv 
Mallipudi said. And although 
the fans might have gotten inside 
the heads of the Red Devils, the 
Hopkins team was also glad just 
to have support from the stands. 

“Having a big crowd definitely 
gave an edge to the team,” 
Sarnovsky said. 

The game was a somber re- 
minder to several seniors, how- 
ever, that the end of their Hop- 
kins hockey careers was near. 
Luke Kozumbo, Evan Miller, Pe- 
ter Livadas, Scott Spratlen, James 
“Lance” Weisheit, Dave Johnson, 
Jeff Warren, Lenny Genovese, 
Kerim Eken and Joe Romano are 
all hanging up their jerseys after 
the end of this season. 

“It’s a pretty close-knit group 
of guys. Because we’re all such 
good friends, we love [playing 
hockey] ... we don’t mind that we 
sometimes get back from games 
at 2 a.m. on a Saturday,” Warren 
said. 

In addition, Sarnovsky is 
finishing his last year as hockey 
coach. “We played one of the 
toughest schedules in D-3 hockey 
this year, and I do not believe our 
record is indicative of how good 
a team we are. I’m hoping we can 
win the playoff championship.” 

The Blue Jays will be facing 
off against Salisbury this Friday 
night in Frederick, Md., for the 
first round of the playoffs. 
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M. Fencing boosted — Wrestling propelled by Hishel’s fantastic finish 
by super sophomores 


By DEMIAN KENDALL 
The Johns | lopkins News-Letter 


You won't find packed bleach- 
ers or people scrambling for 
tickets when the Hopkins men’s 
fencing team suits up for a match. 
You won't see their latest victory 
scroll across the bottom of ESPN. 
What you will see when you walk 
through the doors of the fencing 
room is some of Hopkins most 
talented, hardest-working ath- 
letes crossing blades late into the 
night, fighting toward the goals 
they have set before them. 

The Blue Jay fencers recently 
made a trip up to the New Jersey 
Institute of Technology (NJIT) in 
Maplewood, N.J., for a long se- 
ries of matches against four rival 
Mid-Atlantic Conference teams. 
Among the 





stellar squad. 

“It’s re ally . exciting going 
through the next couple of years 
with the same team and con- 
stantly improving,” sophomore 
foil Dave Ferguson said. 

The boys are on the right track, 
getting better with each match as 
they face some of the toughest 
teams not only in the Mid-Atlan- 
tic Conference, but also some of 
the top Division I schools in the 
country. 

A home match earlier this year 
showed the Blue Jays’ prowess as 
they toppled the competition, 
w inning all five matches against 


powerhouses Virginia, Mary- 
land, St. John’s, Virginia Tech, 
and William & Mary. Three of 


the Hopkins fencers even went | 


undefeated throughout the five- 
match series. 





four, Hopkins 
faced one of the 
better teams 
in the confer- 
ence in Drew 
University. Last 
year’s contin- 
gent defeated 
Hopkins 15-12 
in a close con- 
test. That hav- 
ing been said, 
there was a burden on the backs 
of the fencers who remembered 
the match. But the Blue Jays rose 
to the challenge in full force, 
winning all four matches and im- 
proving their record to 16-7. 

“We had an exceptional day 
there,” Head Coach Austin 
Young said. 

The men’s squad has had an 
fine season thus far and has only 
shows signs of improvement. The 
team will graduate just one start- 
ing senior, team captain Nick 
Marchuk, and already has three 
more prospective freshman from 
Early Decision. 

“The strength of our team is in 
our sophomore class,” Young said. 

Seventeen of the 23-man roster 
are freshmen and sophomores, 
leaving the door wide open for 
improvement upon an already 


“The strength of of the 
our team is in our 
sophomore class.” 
— Heap CoAcH AusTIN 





One of the 
majorhighlights 
season 
came on Jan. 20, 
the day of the 
Philadelphia 
Invitational. 
The Jays hand- 
ily defeated the 
University of 
North Carolina, 
15-12. It was the 
team’s first victory over the Tar- 
heels in over 50 years. To many 
this watermark victory was con- 
crete proof how far the team had 
come, and how much farther they 
are capable of going. 

With the season winding 
down to a close, the men’s fenc- 
ing team has its eye on the Mid- 
Atlantic Conference Champion- 
ship. Sophomores Ben Dorfman 
and Dave Ferguson both stand 
excellent chances to qualify for 
the NCAA Championships in 
March, but the journey to Madi- 
son, N,J., is especially crucial for 
Marchuk. Facing his last season 
as a Blue Jay, Marchuk will soon 
hang up his equipment for good; 
but not without one last fight. 

“T qualified for the NCAA‘s 
two years ago, and I'd like to do 
it again,” Marchuk said. 


YOUNG 


By ZACH GOODMAN 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


The Centennial Conference 
Tournament and the entire wres- 
tling season is now a matter of re- 
cord, and the Jays enjoyed a num- 
ber of highlights. One stands out 
in particular. 

“It was nice to beat McDaniel, 
senior 141-pounder and co-cap- 
tain Marco Priolo said. 

“Tl loved beating McDaniel, 
sophomore 197-pounder Tyler 

| Schmidt said, unsolicited. 
The Jays closed an up-and- 
down season with an exclama- 
tion point, earning third place 
| behind Muhlenberg and top fin- 

isher Ursinus, who won the tour- 
| nament for the fifth consecutive 
year. Hopkins wound up with 61 
points. McDaniel had 50 points, 
good for fourth. 

But why do the Jays relish tack- 
ling the Green Terror so much? 
Maybe it’s because McDaniel 
and Ursinus have been trading 
conference championships since 
1994 when Centennial wrestling 
began (Muhlenberg broke up 
the monotony in 1995 with their 
lone championship). Maybe it’s 
because the Jays have historical- 
ly struggled against McDaniel, 
beating them last season for the 
first time since 1995 (and again 
this year). Maybe the Jays don’t 
like green and yellow. 

Or maybe it’s personal. 

“They're pretty unsportsman- 
| like characters, so it’s very sat- 

isfying to beat them,” Schmidt 
said. 

Schmidt is referring to one 
particular instance when Mc- 
Daniel made a highlight video 
consisting mostly of takedowns 

| during their dual meet versus 
| Hopkins. The video, made avail- 
| able for public consumption on 
| both YouTube and the Maryland 
| Wrestling Forum Web site, had 
| plenty of footage of McDaniel’s 
| slick moves against Hopkins 
| complete with smarmy animated 
| text oe “Nice Toss!” and 
| “Go behind ... easy two,” among 
others. 

“They made it look like they 
beat us up,” Priolo said, “even 

| though we beat them pretty bad.” 
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So the | 
Jays took it | 
out on them 
on the mat. 
En route to 





their third 
place _ title, 
the Jays 


boasted one 
conference 
champ, 
three silver 
medals, a 
third- and 
a fourth- 
place finish. 
Junior 184- 
pounder 
Eric Fishel 
was the star 
Blue Jay of 
the _tour- 
nament, 
parlaying 
his No. 1 
seed into a 
champion- 
ship and 
an NCAA 
Tourna- 
ment bid. 

Fish- 
el tore 
through 
his weight 
class in 
command- 
ing style, 
notching a 
first-period 
pin against 
his first-round opponent, Get- 
tysburg’s Dean Staley, and never 
let up. He took a major decision 
against No. 5 seed Max Court- 
ney of Washington & Lee, 12- 
4, to bring him to the title bout 
against the second seed, Harry 
Keyser of Ursinus. Fishel had 
pinned Keyser during the teams’ 
dual meet, giving him plenty of 
confidence going into the match. 
Keyser made it a little harder on 
him by not turning over, but not 
too much harder. Fishel gave up 
only one point, earning a domi- 
nating 7-1 victory and the indi- 
vidual title. 

Priolo and Schmidt both put 
points on the board for the Jays, 
earning second place finishes in 
their respective weight classes. 


Women’s basketball “helpless” victim of technicality 


By MIKE GLENWICK 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


Throughoutits season, the Hop- 
kins women’s basketball team has 
not had the best of luck, losing a 
significant number of close games 
in the final minutes. Still, the bas- 
ketball gods saved their worst 
curse for the team’s last weekend 
of its 2006-2007 campaign. 

Although the team was vic- 
torious Saturday against Frank- 
lin & Marshall, the team was 
nevertheless eliminated from 
considerations for the Centen- 
nial Conference playoff tourna- 
ment. 

Practicing this past week with 
the knowledge that they had to 
win in order to keep their post- 
season dreams alive, the Lady 

Jays traveled to Lancaster, Pas 
where they defeated Franklin & 
Marshall, 59-50, in a closely con- 
tested game. 

Hopkins jumped out to a very 
big lead early in the first half, 
leading by as many as 16 points 
and was still able to hold a dou- 
ble-digit lead, at 11, when the first 
half came to a close. The defense 
led the way for the team in the 





half, as the Lady Jays managed 
to hold the Diplomats to only 21 
points, shooting a meager 31.8 
percent from the field. 

However, F&M showed new 
life early on in the second half 
and by its midpoint was win- 
ning 42-41. F&M refused to go 
away until the game’s final two 
minutes, when co-captain senior 
forward Julie Miller hit a three- 
pointer giving the Lady Jays a 
seven-point lead. This decisive 
basket all but assured the team of 
victory. 

“Even though they continued 
to play tough defense against 
us, our guards really showed 
great composure against their 
pressure,” junior forward An- 
drea Dodrill said. “Also, our 
three seniors played really 
tough in the last few minutes of 
the game, which really clinched 
the win.” 

“(We] seniors knew it could 
potentially be our last game,” co- 
captain senior guard Haley Woj- 
dowski said. “So we were going 
to leave everything we had on 
the court, and we did.” 

Although the offense and de- 
fense may not have been perfect, 
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particularly toward the first part 
of the second half, Hopkins was 
able to put together a number 
of lengthy stretches in which it 
demonstrated that things finally 
had come together. 

Dodrill led the team both in 
points and rebounds, scoring 18 
on 8 of 13 shooting and grabbing 
13 boards — six of which were 
on the offensive glass — for the 
Lady Jays. It was another double- 
double for Dodrill, who was one 
of the team’s most consistent and 
productive players this season. 
Miller had 10 points and was the 
only other Lady Jays’, player in 
double figures. 

Dodrill also led the team in 
turnover production, as she had 
four of the team’s nine blocked 
shots. Overall, Hopkins forced 20 
turnovers, helping to create rela- 
tively easy fast-break opportuni- 
ties against an F&M defense that 
was causing trouble, particularly 
in the second half. 

The win put Hopkins at 12-6 in 
the conference and in a four-way 
tie for third place with Muhlen- 
berg, Ursinus and Gettysburg. 
Three spots were available for 
those four teams in a five-team 
tournament. Due to a complex 
series of tiebreakers, Hopkins 
was the odd team out and was 
the only one of the four teams to 
end its season without making it 
to the postseason. 

The key tiebreakers were the 


four tied teams’ records against 


one another. Hopkins went 0- 
2 against Muhlenberg and 0-1 
against Gettysburg. They split 
against Ursinus, so another tie- 
breaker--the two teams’ records 
against common opponents--was 
considered, and Ursinus fared 
slightly better. In the end, even 
having the conference's only win 
against McDaniel (in first place 
and ranked 19th in Division III) 
was meaningless and had no ef- 
fect on the team’s shot at making 
the tournament. 

In other words, Lady Luck 
was just not on the Lady Jays’ 
side. When the players were in- 
formed of the news, many were 
devastated. 

“Tt was really, really horrible 
to hear we weren't going,” Woj- 


= 





dowski said. “At that point, we 
were helpless.” 

Wojdowski was one of three 
seniors — all co-captains — for 
whom the F&M win was their 
last game wearing a Blue Jays jer- 
sey. All three were key contribu- 
tors this season, and their veteran 
leadership will be sorely missed. 

“We lose so much next year 
without Haley, Julie, and Whit- 
ney [Davis],” Dodrill said. 

With a valuable scorer and 
leader in Dodrill returning next 
season and the leadership of 
Coach Nancy Funk, who won 
her 500th career game only two 
weeks ago, the players are confi- 
dent that the good, instead of the 
bad, kind of luck will show up on 
the court in 2008. 

“Next year we will be better 
because we'll have more experi- 
ence,” sophomore guard Jonay 
Foster said. “We have the talent, 
and there should be no reason 
why we shouldn't win.” 














Priolo had high expectations for 
the tournament, knowing any- 
thing but a championship would 
mean the end of his college ca- 
reer. 

As the No. 2 seed, he breezed 
through the first two rounds with 
a pin in 1:45 and a second-period 
technical fall to reach the final. 
But his quest for the champion- 
ship ran through Muhlenberg’s 
Rob Kein, the top seed. Kein beat 
Priolo 6-4 earlier in the season, 
presenting the Jays’ co-captain 
with a daunting task. Too daunt- 
ing, in fact: Kein took the match 
5-2. 

“It’s disappointing. I don’t 
know what to say,” Priolo said. “I 
had plans to be an All-American. 


Now it sucks to not get a. chance 3 
; ane NCAAs, but the rest of the 


to go out there.” 

But hope isn’t entirely lost 
for the Hopkins single-season 
wins record holder. He made the 
NCAA Tournament as an alter- 
nate, but his competing rests on 
the possibility of another wres- 
tler going down with an injury. 

Schmidt had similar results, 
but a completely different out- 
look. He finished above his No. 
3 seed, making it to the champi- 
onship match. But he was pitted 
against one of the tournament's 
top wrestlers, Muhlenberg’s Mat- 
thew Loesch. Loesch took the 
match and the-title by a score of 
11-3. 

“Tm pretty pleased with my 
performance. I wrestled the 
way I should have,” Schmidt 
said. “Matt Loesch is a tremen- 


_dous athlete [and] he’s confer- 


ence champ now. But the road is 
cleared for me next year.” 
Unfortunately for the Jays, 
though, the Green Terror did ex- 
act some success from them. Red 
shirt senior, co-captain, and top- 
seeded 174-pounder Dave Kraus 
had to settle for second place 
after being upset by McDaniel’s 
Andrew Winfield, the No. 2 
seed. Winfield had previously 
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Senior 174-pounder Dave Kraus was upset in his final match by No. 2 seed Andrew Winfield from McDaniel. 


lost to Fishel at 184 earlier in the 
season, but he cut weight to be- 
come a formidable wrestler at 
174. He topped Kraus by a score 
of 10-3. 

Others to earn points for the 
Jays were junior Jim Crumlish, 
who took third at 157, and senior 
Jonathon Freeman, the fourth- 
place finisher at 285. By the time 
the final hand was raised, Hop- 
kins earned 61 points and its 
highest finish since taking third 
in 2003. 

This finish was the closest 
Hopkins has ever come to the 
top spot. Ursinus won with 85.5 


points, interestingly enough 
without a single individual 
champion. 


. Fishel still has work to do for 


team has next season to look for- 
ward to. 

“We're a losing a few key se- 
niors this year [Priolo, Kraus and 
Freeman], but we have a big re- 
cruiting class this year,” Schmidt 
said. “We had 11 wrestlers sign in 
Early Decision.” 

But luckily for Schmidt and 
the other underclassmen, at least 
one familiar face will be around 
to help lead the team to an even 
better finish in 2008. 

“Tm planning on coming back 
to coach next year,” Priolo said. 
“Tm not ready to leave.” 
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M. B’ball clinch home court for lourney 


By JOHN MONAGAN 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


The train that is the Hopkins 
men’s basketball team keeps 
chugging along, finally sched- 
uled to arrive at its most impor- 
tant destination, the Centennial 
Conference Tournament, this 
weekend. The Blue Jays finished 
up their second consecutive 1-1 





week with a rousing Senior Day 
victory over Franklin & Marshall 
in the Gold- 
farb Gymna- 
sium. 

On Satur- 
day, the Blue 
Jays defeated 
Franklin & Marshall, 84-68, in 
the last regular season game for 
guard TJ. Valerio, forward Dan 


Ta 
Hopkins 


68 
84 
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Senior foward Daniel Nawrocki is boxed out by two Diplomats during Saturday’s home win. 





Nawrocki, forward/center Matt 
Griffin, forward Zack Armen 
and forward Chris Morley. The 
five seniors had a combined 69- 
33 record over the last four years, 
and a very impressive 38-8 record 
at home. Perhaps most impres- 
sive, however, is the 3.5 GPA the 
scholar-athletes average between 
the five of them. 

Saturday was no time for 
studying, however, 
the Blue Jays came out 
firing, starting all five 
seniors and jumping out 
to an early 30-13 lead. 
Oddly enough, the five 
looked as though they 
had been starting to- 
gether all season. De- 
spite the fact that they 
started four players over 
6'6, they suffered only a 
few turnovers early in 
the game. 

Coach Bill Nelson 
credited his regular start- 
ers Valerio, Griffin, and 
Nawrocki with setting 
the tone for the seniors. 

“Tt told me a lot about 
them when T.J., Dan and 
Matt came to me and 
asked if Chris and Zack 
could start,” Nelson said. 
“You have five guys who 
have worked hard _to- 
gether for four years and 
when you see something 
like that, it’s really spe- 
cial.” 

The five seniors com- 
bined to score 64 of the 
team’s 84 points, led by 
Griffin’s 30. The 30 points 
left the senior forward 
just one point short of his 
career high. Nawrocki 
scored 14 for the Blue Jays, 
and Valerio added 11. 
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SENIORS 


PROVE IT. 


¢Toot your own horn. 

¢Tell your own story. 

¢SiNg your heart out. 
¢Dance with joy. 


¢ActT out. 
e Surprise Us. 


Now Is not the time to be modest. 
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hitp://getintothearts.jnu.edu/sudlerprize/ 





for almost 
junior Doug 
They work so hard, 
and especially this season, we’ve 
just been trying to wrap up this 
conference.” 


“I’ve seen them 
three years now,” 
Polster said. “” 


“The win on senior night was 


special — it was just like putting 


the twisty-tie on top of it all.” 

The Blue Jays weren't so 
“special” on Wednesday, when 
Nelson described his players as 
lacking the energy needed to 
compete in the game. The Blue 
Jays trailed by as many as 18 
with just over 10 minutes left in 
the game before falling, 65-58. 
The only performance of note 
was Valerio’s, as he scored 22 
for Hopkins on an 8-14 shooting 
night. 

Nevertheless, the Blue Jays | 
are the number one seed in the | 
tournament, and will host the 
tournament this weekend. 

“We just keep moving along,” 
Valerio said. “We've had a good 
record all season, and we just 
look at it as if our team members 
are like the cars of a train [as we] 
just keep feeding off each other, 
chugging along towards the end 
of the season.” 

Coach Nelson also feels 
confident about his team’s efforts, 
despite the lackluster loss to 
Gettysburg. 

“The good thing is that our 
team has showed a lot of energy 
in two big games recently,” 
Nelson said. “It is a good sign 
that we have been getting up for 
these games.” 

This year’s team has certainly 
set a precedent for others that will 
follow. Not only has it matched 
the school’s highest regular 
season win total (21), but it.also 
won the most conference games 
in Hopkins history. 
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Dip You Know? 


On Tuesday night, Ottawa Head Coach 
Bryan Murray joined an elite group of 
hockey heroes after his Senators upset 
the Edmonton Oilers in a rousing shoot- 
out, 4-3, to give Murray his 600th vic 
tory. The exclusive brotherehood of win- 
ning men has incepted just four others. 
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CALENDAR 


SATURDAY 
M. Basketball - Centennial Conference 
Tournament, 2 p.m. 
M. Lacrosse vs. Albany, 12 p.m. 
W. Lacrosse vs. George Mason, 4 p.m. 
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‘The Lady Jays excelled in freestyle events at the BGM Conference Championships. 


W. Swimming crowned 
BGM Conference Champs 


By EILEEN LILLY 
The Johns | lopkins News-Letter 


In the pool, the battle of the 
sexes has been decided. The 
women’s swim team defended 


| their 2006 title, winning the meet 


by 199 points to become 2007 Blue 
Grass Mountain Conference. The 
men’s team had a disappointing 
finish, coming in fourth with 378 
points at the Eastern College Ath- 
letic Conference (ECAC) Cham- 
pionships. Harvard came in first 
with 513 points. 

Sophomore Elissa Stautner 
began the third and final day of 
the conference championships 
by winning the 1,650-yard Free 
with a personal best time of 
17:52.73. The next Jay to finish was 
freshman JuliaSenerth, whocame 
in fifth place. Hopkins controlled 


| the 200-yard Backstroke, scoring 


first, fifth, and sixth place. Junior 
Erica Pakkala got the win with 











TO MAKE A STATEMENT. 


a season-best time of 2:08.24. 
Sophomores Kate Hansen and 
Megan Zepp placed fifth and 
sixth, respectively. In the 100- 
yard Free, sophomore Kristin 
Cunningham swam to a third 
place finish with a time of 
53.61, only .16 seconds behind 
the second place swimmer for 
Catawaba. Sophomores Jackie 
Rooney and Val Neff-Rasmussen 
placed 6th and 10th, respectively. 
Sarah Thomas secured 12th 
place. 

Senior Allie Foster swam her 
best time of the season to earn 
second place in the 200-yard 
Breastroke with a time of 2:20.94. 
Freshman Caitlin Dennis fin- 
ished 1.94 seconds after Foster to 
place fourth in the event. Fresh- 
man Robin Schaffer placed sixth 
in the 200 yard Butterfly. 

The Hopkins women finished 
the meet with a third place in 
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Giving back in Kauai 


A Habitat for Humanity trip leads student 
volunteers down the glorious Waimea River 
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By SARAH SABSHON 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


The wind is blowing and I’m 
trying to cover as much of my 
face as possible with my pink 
scarf. My matching hat with the 
pom-pom on top doesn’t seem 
to be covering enough of my 
ears and my gloved hands are 
jammed into my pockets. I look 
down at the ground as | walk, 
trying to avoid the big piles of 
snow. 

It’s February and I look like a 
shapeless worm in my huge down 
coat, but at least I’m dressed for 
the weather. 

I look over my shoulder and 
— behold! 

Some apparently oblivious 
guy is wearing nothing but a 
I-shirt and shorts, despite the 
freezing temperature. Worst of 
all, he’s actually wearing flip- 
flops, despite the thick layers 
of snow and ice on the ground! 
What could he possibly be think- 
ing? It is definitely at least 25 
degrees outside and feels even 
colder. Why couldn’t he just put 
on a jacket or something? Seeing 
him makes me feel cold. 

This to be a trend 
among many college students, 
particularly boys, who feel that 
despite the weather, there is no 
need for outerwear. Forget the 
vests, coats, jackets, boots and 
hats, they say. “All I need is some 
beachwear for this wintry day!” 
I truly cannot comprehend this 
kind of convoluted and appar- 
ently illogical “logic.” 

I see them everywhere: hands 
rubbing their goose-bumped 
arms, smoky breaths lingering 
in the air, running to the near- 
est heated indoor space. Why 
do they torture themselves like 
that? “Next time, try something a 


seems 
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Many students brave the cold weather wearing attire that's more appropriate for the gym than it is for a Baltimore winter. 


little tamer, if masochism is your 
thing,” I want to tell them. Per- 
haps committing yourself to a 24 
hour stretch on D-level, or some- 
thing equally scary. 

But nothing irritates me more 
than seeing some guy thinking 
he’s macho by braving the cold 
without the proper apparel. 

Is this some sort of rebellious 
act now that you've left home? 
Does this show how indepen- 
dent you are because there is no 
one looking over your shoulder 


telling you what to do? Well 
guess what? Your mother was 
right when she told you to put 
a coat on! 

Now, I must admit, if you 
hail from a Southern state, you 
might not own the proper attire 
for the Maryland winter, but 
take this opportunity to expand 
your wardrobe. For example, I’m 
a native New Yorker, so it’s in- 
stinctive for me to just bundle up 
in the winter, but then I see you 
in your summer clothing! Can 





highting wintry days with sultry drinks 


By AUDREY MURRAY 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


As the cold weather, freezing 
winds and icy precipitation settle 
in over Baltimore, Hopkins stu- 
dents explore many strategies to 
keep warm. 

One of the most popular 
sources of heat comes in the form 
of a trendy winter beverage. 

Of course, where you go and 
what you drink depends largely 
on your status on the Hopkins 
campus. 

For many, a cup of plain cof- 
fee from just about anywhere 
will do, but some use a distinc- 
tive drink to distinguish them- 
selves from the typical Hopkins 
undergrad. 

Graduate students tend to fre- 
quent alternative, hipster coffee 
shops. They seem to get coffee 
on the hour, every hour, and chat 
in large groups while they enjoy 
their drinks in between teaching 
hoards of confused undergradu- 
ates. 

With this crowd, it’s all about 
the caffeine. Specifically, the more 
the better. After all, dissertations 
don’t write themselves. They or- 
der espresso (the stuff that comes 
in those tiny cups on miniature 
saucers), and their refined palates 
can handle the extremely bitter 
brew with only a few drops of 


milk (preferably soy) added in for 
dilution. 

Café Q, Carma’s Café and 
One World Café are all popu- 
lar spots for graduate students. 
Café Q offers unbeatable conve- 
nience, located on the top level 
of the MSE Library. Their coffee’s 
pretty good, but the lines can be 
long (especially in the 10-min- 
ute breaks between classes) and 
the atmosphere tends to be more 
frantic than conducive to chat or 
labor. 

Carma’s Café, located on 
32nd Street, has a much nicer 
setup. Tucked away in a small 
room below street level, cozy 
tables, complete with comfort- 
able pillows, and delicious cof- 
fee make this place a hipsters’ 
haven. They also serve deli- 
cious sandwiches, soups and 
pastries. 

Their only drawback is their 
limited hours. They close at 4 
p-m. Sunday through Wednesday 
and at 8 p.m. Thursday through 
Saturday. 

One World Café, an even more 
popular hipster hangout on Uni- 
versity Parkway, stays open a 
little later. 

Their healthy, vegan-friendly 
menu, offbeat clientele, and va- 
riety of caffeine fixes attract stu- 
dents during the day. At night, 
collegians are drawn to their 





Pura Vida in Levering serves up some delicious warm drinks to help fight the cold. 


more sophisticated bar scene. 

Pretty much the only place a 
graduate student won't be caught 
dead in is Starbucks. 

However, the coffee chain is 
the perfect destination for girls 
with tote bags emblazoned with 
Greek letters. These girls don’t 
care what they’re drinking, as 
long as it takes a minimum of 
five minutes to repeat the order 
to the barista and includes one 
or more of the following: “skin- 
ny,” “non-fat,” “sugar-free” and 
“no whip.” 

Mochas and lattes are good 
for the winter. They’re sweet 
enough to cover the bitter taste 
of strong Starbucks brews, and 
warm enough that you can 
drink them walking to your next 
class. 

Starbucks also offers an ap- 
pealing ambiance along with 
its beverages, and if the one on 
Saint Paul Street gets too crowd- 
ed, you can always walk across 
the street and get the same 
drinks at the Barnes & Noble 
Bookstore. 

Both stores usually play 
soothing music, and they have 
comfortable couches where 
you can sit down and chat with 
friends. 

Some people also like to go 
to Starbucks alone to get work 
done. 

While it might feel a little 
weird sitting alone in such a so- 
cial atmosphere, typing away, 
bringing along your laptop an- 
nounces loudly to the other 
patrons that you are a sophisti- 
cated, hip and incredibly busy 
college student. 

But what if coffee isn’t really 
your thing? Athletes and others 
stay warm on really cold nights 
at the neighborhood bars: PJ's 
and the Charles Village Pub. 

Both offer similar, reasonably 
priced drink menus and atmo- 
spheres (read: respectable frat 
parties for juniors and seniors 
who miss that scene; plus you 
get some Charles Village locals 
mixed into the crowd). You're 
likely to find the truly dedicated 
regulars on a snowy Tuesday 
night (which is also the night of 
PJ's popular drink special on Co- 
ronas). 

And while the drinks them- 
selves may not be hot, you're 
likely to find the walk home a 
little less chilling than the walk 
there. 





you honestly tell me that you're 
not cold, that you don’t feel the 
biting wind or freezing rain? I 
doubt it. 

I'm going to take a minute | 
to address the female contin- 
gent who wear jackets but walk 
around with bare legs and high- 
heeled sandals. They remind me 
of this game I played when I was 
younger called Mix n’ Match. You 
could create characters made of 
cardboard whose upper bodies 
didn’t match their lower halves. 
Sound familiar? 

Ladies, embrace your inner 
fashionista and wear tights. Now 
that this flattering fashion acces- 
sory is in vogue, there are hun- 


| dreds of colors and patterns to 
| match any fashion-forward girl’s 
| wardrobe. lused tobe one of those 
| girls who would go barelegged 


in 20-degree weather, but I have 
since learned that opaque tights 
are in style, and aren’t reserved 
for your mothers. 

Perhaps this fad has to do 
with looking cool (and yes, pun 
intended). I’ve acknowledged 
that winter clothing isn’t too 
sexy — we look fat from the ex- 
tra layers, choked by the scarves, 
and manually incompetent due 
to the mittens. However, not 
wearing these garments makes 
you look foolish! Seriously! Peo- 
ple will start to question how 
you got into Hopkins in the first 
place, not to mention that you 
are at risk of frostbite and hypo- 
thermia — and yes, I’ve resorted 
to frightening you into sensibil- 
ity. 

To end this article-turned-rant, 
I would like to present a plea. For 
all you who are sensible enough 
to wear coats: good for you. To 
the rest of you who cannot even 
manage to wear close-toed shoes: 
for goodness’ sake, put on some 
pants! 


-and....” 
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Let it snow, let it snow: 


By ADI ELBAZ 


| The Johns I lopkins News-Letter 


It was a Wednesday morning 
like any other. The alarm beeped 
petulantly, far too early. The 
blankets had managed to wind 
their way around me in bizarrely 
tight and complicated swaddles. 
I stumbled into the shower with 
all the joy and enthusiasm of a 


| soulless corporate hack going 


through the 9-to-5. A classic case 
of the dreaded midweek dol- 
drums, the pandemic condition 


| | comprised of one part stress, two 
| parts sleepy inattention, and one 


part seasonal affective disorder. 
Things got a lot more inter- 

esting when I had made my way 

outside, as exhaustion, my iPod 


| and the cold worked in tandem 


to render me completely inarticu- 
late. Ambushed by an unnatu- 


| rally perky friend, I could only re- 


spond, “Unhhh,” to her greeting. 

Then it registered. 

“What do you mean, ‘Class- 
es are cancelled today?” I 
whooped. 

Suddenly it was Christmas 
morning, and I was 8 years old. 
“Do you know what this means?” 
I whispered conspiratorially. She 
shot me a look. “No linear alge- 
bra?” she suggested. “Nooooo,” I 
mused impatiently. “It means ... I 
get to go back to bed.” 

It was a Valentine’s Day gift 
better than any wilted drugstore 
rose. An unexpected miracle had 
occurred. Back in my New Jersey 


| high school, snow days required 


cajolery, crossed fingers, Calvin 
and Hobbes-inspired entreaties 
to the snow demons. I had ney- 
er even considered a collegiate 
snow day. In Maryland? Was 
there actually weather below the 
Mason-Dixon line? In one night, 
my snooty northeastern meteo- 
rological cynicism had been up- 
ended by the immaculate drifts 
that coated all the marble-edged 
walkways on campus. I promptly 
returned to my room, shucking 
off layers of flannel and wool ina 
messy thermal path to bed. “Just 
a little bit,” I promised myself. 
“Just an hour, maybe two, and 
then I'll start 
outlining my 
history paper 
and yawn 
— reading for 
philosophy, 
and doing 
my — stretch 
political 
science assign- 
ment, and 


I woke up 
at 3:30 p.m. to 
the sounds of 
North  Face- 
clad Neander- 
thals engaged 


in snowball 
guerilla war- 
fare. Garbled 


shrieks carried 
from the Beach 








the magic of the day oll 


overlooking North Charles Street 
(prime real estate for overhea ring 
loud, drunken conversations at 3 
a.m. on a Saturday). 1 he sight of 
my roommate still supine and 
drooling quieted my self-casti- 
gation. Sleeping till 3:30? On a 
Wednesday? A week before mid- 
terms? I was showing suspicious 
signs of normal collegiate behav- 
ior, a dangerous anomaly at Hop- 
kins. OK, I said to myself, Asian 
Roomie’s still out, so it stands to 
reason that no one else did any 
work today either. Content, | 
pulled a novel from the tottering, 
nearly untouched stack on my 
bed, and settled down to neglect 
my homework. 

“Tt was a glorious feeling, one 
that Hopkins students shared. 
“During the snow day, I slept in 
late, watched a couple of movies, 
and walked around in the snow,” 
freshman Zoe Block reports. “] 
didn’t really do anything. I think 
I slept and that was more or less 
it,” senior Daniel Kushner recalls, 
“Tl SLEPT!” crows Justin Jacob, a 
freshman. Absent from snow day 
itineraries were the expected en- 
tries of “did work, cured cancer, 
saved world, played Warcraft III 
for 18 hours straight.” Freshman 
Manessa Riser admitted to consci- 
entiousness. “I had a presentation 
the next day,” she said, shrugging. 
Still, the snow day lived up to all 
its mythic connotations: splen- 
did masses of icy precipitation, 
spread out pristine and abundant 
for students’ amusement; warm 
beds and hot chocolate; a feeling 
of lazy satisfaction. 

The next morning, despite 
the chilly air and obnoxiousness 
of my alarm clock, I faced the 
school day with actual vitality. 
Grinning snowmen waved their 
twiggy arms at me from across 
the quads, abandoned snow 
forts loomed ominously from the 
Beach, transforming an ordinary 
knoll into a place of deserted 
wonder, scene of noble and his- 
toric battles. The ice on the side- 
walk caught the sun and flung 
it back sparkling. A Thursday 
morning like any other, perhaps, 
or maybe just a little bit brighter. 








to my Wol- 
man window 
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Students make the most of a snow day, playing in the snow. 


HOT (CHOCOLATE) AT HOPKINS 


There’s nothing that can 
make you feel more like you're 
experiencing a grade-school | 
snow day than a mugful of pip- 


ing-hot chocolate. Hearing the — 








sizzle as you pour a kettle full | 


“packet of instant 
is the norm. If it’s 


: Cure frostbite 


HAR 


2 cups hot coffee 
: Whipped cream 


Bs Preparation: 
i Heat the milk and chocolate 
4 together in a saucepan until 
melted 


and smooth. Stir in cof | 
ae with whipped | 


aN, 
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By CARA SELICK 
The Johns | loy kins News-Letter 


Feeling lethargic and lonely? 
Have a case of the winter blues? 
Can’t wait to swim in the ocean 
over Spring Break? Well, topkins 
may not have the salt water, but it 
does have the next-best thing. 

For the first time ever, Hop- 
kins is now home to a student- 
run Swim Club, founded by its 
current co-presidents, Katelyn 
Saner and Christina Long. Ac- 
cording to Saner, the club is for 
“anyone, really anyone.” Some 
members have previously swum 
on the Hopkins varsity team, 
while others are merely begin- 
ners. The swimming lanes are di- 
vided accordingly, so that swim- 
mers of all skill levels can enjoy 
themselves. 

The less-experienced swim- 
mers are taught the different 
strokes while the veterans are 
given a workout to accomplish, 
creating an environment where 
anyone who enjoys swimming 
can have a good time and get 
some exercise at his or her own 
pace. The club provides a very re- 
laxed atmosphere where people 
with like interests can meet and 
do what they like, no matter what 
their level of expertise. 

Saner herself has swum com- 
petitively since the age of 10. She 
swam for her high-school team, 
but after coming to Hopkins, she 
missed swimming. She figured 
other swimmers like herself, not 
on the varsity team, felt the same 
Way. 

Saner and Long created the 
group because they felt it was 
something that the campus was 
severely lacking. Together, they 
undertook the task of creating 
a new club. Despite the seem- 
ingly daunting nature of creat- 
ing a club out 
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throwback atmosphere 
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Freshman Ben Neese works out with the Swim Club, started for those looking to learn about the sport or just get some exercise. 


definitely a good sign), and then 
started practicing this semes- 
ter. It was quite easy; I’d recom- 
mend it to anyone who wants 
something that Hopkins doesn’t 
have.” 

In addition to having a more 
relaxed environment than var- 
sity sports, the Swim Club is 
also less time-consuming and 
less stressful. The Club practic- 
es at the pool in the O’Connor 

Rec Center on 





of thin air, San- 
er claims that 
the process of 
making her 
own group was 
actually “very 
easy. 

All we had 
to do was talk 
to the club 
sports director 
and the aquatic 
director, both 
of whom were very supportive. 
We asked for pool time, were 
given it, put up some flyers, had 
an info meeting to see if any- 
one was interested (around 40 
people showed up, which was 


All we had to do 

was talk to the club | 

sports director and 

the aquatic director. 
— CHRISTINE SANER, 
Swim CLUB FOUNDER 


Sunday _eve- 
nings from 7 
to 8, Wednes- 
days evenings 
from 8 to 9, 
and Thursdays 
from 8 p.m. to 
US p.mn lobe 
considered an 
actual member 
of the group it 


is recommend- | 


ed that you 


come at least two nights a week; | 
however if you can only man- | 


age to show up once a week, 


they promise not to cut off your 


head. 


The club seems to be grow- | 





Forget lancy dinners 
and try a dirty movie 


y first experi- 

ence with por- 

nography was 

traumatizing. 

When I was six 
years old, my mom and I went to 
the local video store. While she 
was browsing in another sec- 
tion across the store, I noticed a 
small swinging door underneath 
a hand-painted sign that read 
“Adults Only.” As a precocious 
child, I was very 
curious about 
this mysterious 
room that dared 
bar me from en- 
tering. Gently 
pushing open 
the door, I was 
in awe at the bi- 
zarre images in 
front of me: col- 
orful videotape 





Ashley Wietsma 


portant part of their life and a 
great topic of discussion. It’s gen- 
erally accepted that most guys 
have, at some time, enjoyed an 
adult film. They don’t even need 
to watch it with the intention of 
exercising their hands. At times 
of boredom, they will lounge 
together and give commentary 
on some of their favorite mov- 
ies. My ex’s fraternity main- 
tained a tradition of “Pancakes 
and Porn” after 
one of their an- 
nual parties. 
“Wait... sO you 
sit around your 
big screen eat- 
ing pancakes... 
while watching 
sex? 31. ques- 
tioned. Lips 
overloaded 
with ungodly 


jackets with . ° red lipstick 
bold lettering On gasm! C ch emis t I y salivating onto 
and very naked male _—_ genita- 


people. I knew 

it was wrong to look at these im- 
ages but I couldn't stop myself; it 
was simply mesmerizing. 

“HEY! Get out of there!” 
yelled the store clerk. Painful 
waves of shame crawled un- 
derneath my skin. For a 6-year- 
old, the feeling of sketchiness is 
novel and scarring. However, it 
was an important milestone in 
my discovery of human sexual- 
ity, 

As adults, the treatment of 
pornography is very different 
among male and female popula- 
tions. For guys, it can be an im- 


lia don’t seem 
make for an appetizing image, 
but what would I know? I’m not 
a boy. 

The topic of porn is very hush- 
hush in the female population. 
Often the simple word will trig- 
ger a gag reflex, forcing girls to 
use hand earmuffs as their only 
defense against the uncivilized 
conversation. Occasionally, cu- 
riosity will get the best of them 
and they will watch a five-second 
clip with their girlfriends. After 
having a seizing fit of giggles, 
though, they will quickly turn it 
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ing in popularity by the minute 
as more and more recently, there 
are between 20 to 30 people who 
show up each night, with even 
more people on Sundays. The 
club has attracted some graduate 
students as well. 

While nobody can figure out 
why there wasn’t a swim club be- 
fore, everybody involved is very 
excited about the gaining popu- 
larity of the group as well as the 
prospects for the future. Next se- 
mester they hope to hold a fund- 
raiser — most likely a swim-a- 
thon — in order to raise money 
to compete in a U.S. Swimming 
meet. While this will most like- 
ly not be a requirement for club 


rom mauka to makai,” 

our native Hawai- 

ian site supervisor 

said, gesturing from 

the mountains to the 
ocean of the picturesque island 
of Kauai. 

Native Hawaiians take pride 
in the natural beauty of their 
homeland, and tourists can en- 
joy beaches on each coast, in 
addition to guided boat tours 
of the sea, kayak tours and even 
helicopter rides! 

Our group managed _ to 
squeeze in some sight-seeing; 
part of the Habitat for Humanity 
Challenge trip each Intersession 
involves learning about the cul- 
ture and environment in which 
students are immersed for two 
weeks in January. 

We took our leisure time very 
seriously, gazing in amazement 
at surfers attempting to wrestle 


members, it will give those mem- 
bers who are used to a more 
competitive form of swimming 
a chance to swim against other 


people. 


By LAURA DINGLE 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


With its friendly red exterior, 
Clayton Fine Books & Cyber Café 
stands out among the other spe- 
cialty shops of North Charles 
Street. Inside, a similarly unique 
interior makes visitors feel wel- 
come; a small yet charming café 
offers cappuccino, espresso and 
hot teas to warm those coming 
in from the cold. 
also order breakfast or lunch and 
choose from a multitude of des- 
erts and other drinks. 

Large wooden shelves filled 
with rare and out-of-print books 


Visitors can 


| line the walls, giving the place 


an old-world atmosphere. In the 


| back of the store is a staircase 


leading up to even more books 
and an area where readings are 


| held. The store’s collection of rare 


In the meantime, people are | 
enjoying the club as is. One | 


freshman member says that she 
“loves how the Swim Club gives 
me a nice place to exercise in a 
more fun and unique way than 
just. running on a treadmill. It’s 
also a great way to meet people 


you may not have run into oth- | | 


erwise.” If you want to become 
part of the club, feel free to drop 
by any time they meet. Saner 
and Long would love for you to 
join. 


the gigantic waves. 

At one of the first beaches we 
pulled up to, Alexis Rosker com- 
plained, “These waves aren’t 
even as big as the ones on the 
Jersey shore.” A few days later, 
we headed out to the west coast 
of Kauai to a beach named Poli- 
hale. In order to reach Polihale, 
we had to endure a tumultu- 
ous five-mile drive down a dirt 
road. 

After about 45 minutes of tur- 
bulence in our tightly packed 
15-passenger van — named The 
Silver Bullet since it somehow 
survives times like these — we 
pulled up to possibly the most 
gorgeous coastline I have ever 
seen. 

With infinitely high cliffs 
coming straight down to meet 
sandy shores and waves that 
towered over any wave on the 
Jersey shore, surf enthusiast, 


B3 


and out-of-print books provides 
a welcome opportunity for both 
book lovers and collectors alike. 

The owners of Clayton Fine 
Books, Cameron and Donna 
Northhouse, are even more hos- 
pitable than the store itself. They 
are friendly and willing to lend 
a helping hand in finding books 
and ordering food or drinks. 

The Northhouses moved from 
Dallas to Baltimore in 2000. They 
have been selling books for 30 
years by mail order, over the Inter- 
net and through a catalog. In April 
2004 they decided to take the next 
step by opening up a shop. 

“We decided we needed to 
pick out some place that at least 
we thought would have a lot of 
foot traffic and potential buyers 
and the two choices were either 
near Hopkins or downtown. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE B4 











SHIV GANDHI/ NEWS-LETTER 


The Clayton Fine Bookstore provides customers the chance to read and browse. 


Alexis, was not complaining any 
longer. After experiencing a per- 
fectly hued sunset, we packed up 
and prepared ourselves for the 
bouncy journey back to the main 
road. 

The next day we woke up way 
too early for 





A trip to remember: a journey down Waimea Lake 


bordering the native habitat. 
Finally we arrived at a tower- 
ing waterfall and quickly noticed 
that we were in the company of 
colorful roosters. The waterfall 
looked as if it had come out of 
a storybook and provided us 
with a cool 


our kayak swim in the 
“pcm! Francesca Peretti bm 
ixe tO a NE ee ate td sun. 
fresh spring Ww e 
waecy: > Guest CONNIE SS ae 
u - 
tour guide, rounding 
a tall and vegetation 


soft-spoken hippy with a tow- 
ering pile of dreadlocks on his 
head. 

He patiently helped us load 
our kayaks into the Waimea Riv- 
er, the longest one in all of Ha- 
waii, and took us on an half an 
hour trip downstream. 

After arriving at the rocky 
bank where 
we docked 











"COURTESY OF ELIZABETH-ANN MOSS 
When not working with Habitat for Humanity, students explored the natural wonders that Hawaii had to offer. the 


ud 





our kayaks, 
we com- 
menced our 
hike to the 
waterfall. 
Since it had 
rained __ the 
night before, 
the trails 
were very 
muddy and 
“we were 
warned _‘ to 
take extreme 
caution while 
trekking 
along the 2- 
foot  -wide 
ledge _ over- 
looking the 
river. 

We could 
hear the 
rushing wa- 
terfall in the 
distance as 
our guide 
pointed out 
ancient Ha- 
waiian_—re- 
mains of 
villages and 
carvings in 

rocks 





had been introduced to the island 
by foreigners. Lisa Irizarry com- 
mented, “It was hard to believe 
how developed the trees were 
since they were not originally in- 
digenous to the island.” 

On the final day of our explo- 
ration, we exited our cabins to 
hike up the lofty mountain range 
of Kahili Mountain Park. We 
spent a good 45 minutes practi- 
cally scaling the extremely steep, 
narrow trail and attempted not to 
look down until we reached the 
peak. 

Finally arriving at our desti- 
nation, we braved the wind and 
enjoyed a breathtaking view of 
the entire southern coast of the 
island, disbelieving the height 
we had achieved. 

On our way down, the lead- 
ing member discovered the most 
efficient way to descend: slid- 
ing down on our rears. It was a 
swift journey to the base, where 
we raced back to our cabins for 
lunch. 

I cannot fully express the 
natural beauty of this amazing 
island. It is understandable how 
the native population enjoys such 
a peaceful, placid and spiritual 
connection to their homeland | 
and ancestors. 

The culture of the island is di- 
rectly intertwined with the natu- 
ral environment, but I will save 
that for next time. Aloha! 


Francesca Peretti spent her In- 
tersession in Hawaii working with 
Habitat for Humanity. This is the 
second installment of a three-part se- 
ries detailing her experiences, 
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By ETHAN OGILBY 
Che Johns | lopkins News-Letter 


Katz 


frame onto the seat 


Isaac lowers his burly 


behind the 
scoreboard controller at the Hop- 
kins men’s basketball 
Franklin & Marshall 


the sleeves of 


game against 
He rolls up 
his Hopkins baseball 
sweatshirt to the midpoint of his 
forearms and looks around at the 
teams engaging in their pre-game 
shoot-arounds 
Why do 


1? 
SO early 


vou have to be here 
I ask Katz, a junior en- 
ineering 


Wel 
out in 


major 
he begins stretching 
his seat, “If I'd known | 
was going to be 


I might have come a little 


on scoreboard 
today 
later. | ike, if | was doing score- 
book, it takes a while to put in all 
the names and numbers 


Katz 


students who do the less glam 


is one of the handful of 


orous, yet essential duties at the 
Hopkins sports events 

While today he is in charge 
of the scoreboard, it could have 
The 
time after that, he could be film- 
ing the game. Or 


] | | mea 
easily been the scorebook 


it might not be 
basketball at all 


as he could be as- 1OPKIN 
signed to the next i 


women’s 


volley- ) 
ball game 

His eyes light 
up ask 
him what he does 
at the volleyball 
“I’m 


when | 


games. an 
line 
judge,” he says with a smile. “I 
got recommended for the confer- 
ence tournament.” 


awesome 


Katz’s co-workers are almost 
exclusively Hopkins athletes 
from other and, then, 
predominantly baseball players. 
Since baseball is a spring sport, 
the staff works mostly during the 
fall and winter. Earlier this year, 
their duties included working the 
sidelines for field hockey, soccer 
and football games. This involves 
“running balls” for all of them 
and moving the sideline markers 
for football. 

Ultimately, under the author- 
ity of Associate Director of Ath- 


sports 


letics Mike Renwick, a trio of 
baseball veterans schedules and 
directs the crew seniors Rob 
Sanzillo and Nick Venezia, and 
junior Todd Emr 

They do a great job,” says 
Katz of his higher-ups. “It’s a lot 
of fun working with them 


for athletes 
because of the appropriate time 
the 


athletes are constant 


The job Is ideal 


commitment. Even during 
off-season 
ly working out and practicing 
leamed with the multitudes of 
schoolwork, a job that only re- 
quires a couple game’s-worth of 
hours per week is a perfect fit 

“Especially this time of year 
when regular practices start up 
again,” says Katz. “I really only 
would want to work for a few 
hours eac h week 

lhe staff is big enough and the 
games are few enough that cov- 
erage is never a problem. 

“Il like being able to see the 


Katz adds. “And | 
like being able to help them out.” 


games too,” 


But this cooperation between 
teams is not a one-way street. 
“A few the foot- 


guys from 





ball games come do sound at our 
games,” says Katz, referring to 
the announcement and 
quent theme music for each hit- 
ter. It is evident to hear Katz talk 
about the support between teams 
that the student game crews do 
a lot to build the Hopkins sports 
community as a whole. 

“I think the teams like it,” Katz 
says. “It’s reassuring to always 
have friends on the sidelines.” 

Katz also discusses a propo- 
sition, somewhere in the works, 
by the Student Athlete Advisory 
Committee to let each varsity 
team choose a game for which at 
least half of each other team must 


subse- 
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The mysterious lives of those who keep score 


attend 

‘It probably won't happen,” he 
adds, “but it’s a cool idea.” 

Regardless, the mutually ben- 
eficial relationship that has de 
veloped on game days shows no 
signs of dwindling. Game staff 
has become one of the most de- 
sirable jobs for athletes and, be- 
cause of the tradition especially 
for baseball players 

“So, can I sit here and see how 
you do your thing?” I ask, point- 


ing to the scoreboard controller 


He looks at me and furrows 
his brow. “There’s not much to 
watch. All you need to see is up 
there.” He gestures towards the 


scoreboard on the wall 

“So, can I work that thing dur 
ing the game?” I ask him, point- 
ing to the controls. 

He looks at me and glances 
around, hoping that none of his 
bosses heard that. “No,” he says 
bluntly. “There are a lot of but- 
tons here. In fact, you probably 
shouldn't sit near me during the 
game. It’s hard enough without 
any distractions.” 

“So I should just go sit in the 
and _ try 
watch you 

there?” | 


stands 
and 
trom 
ask. 

“There’s not 
much to watch 
me do. You know 
how these things 
work.” 

Katz is right on 
both counts. The 
duties of a score- 
board operator 
are, after all, fairly straightfor- 
ward. Even if the results of his 
labor will be the second most 
watched thing at the game, bar- 
ring a surprisingly frisky day 
from the cheerleaders. 

But he also knows that I know 
a thing or two about scoreboards. 
While my scoreboard resume 
may not list varsity basket- 
ball, I do have an abundance of 
Hopkins Intramural Basketball 
scoreboard experience, as I have 
worked as a higher-up in the 
Hopkins Intramural Department 
for three years. 

My inner competitiveness has 
kicked in. In my mind, I’m now 





Good luck 
Blue Jay Lacrosse! 


Open at 10 a.m. 
on Game Days 


ee you before & 
after the game! 


3333 N. Charles St. 





locked in a duel with Isaac about 
whose job is better 

His position is, certainly, more 
glamorous and has a few more 
buttons (ours don’t really work 
too well with the possession ar- 
bonus) but, 
judging by the collection of white 


row and foul shot 
haired men that are getting ready 
to occupy the chairs next to him, 
[| doubt that the 


with his score table co-workers is 


conversation 


as interesting as mine 

“Like I said,” Katz reiterates. 
“I’m really just paying attention 
to the game.” 

| leave the scorer’s table and 
take my seat in the stands. 

[he stands slowly fill up as 
the Hopkins and Franklin and 
Marshall men’s basketball teams 
go through their pre-game shoot 
arounds 

Franklin & Marshall 
three just six seconds into the 


hits a 


game. I see their score quickly 
blip from a zero up to three. 
“Way to go Isaac!” I yell from the 
stands. He doesn’t turn around 
and his eyes remain fixed on the 
game. 

“How many do you 
get a week?” I ask him, after the 


hours 


game. 
“Only a game or two,” he says. 
“But that’s all I can fit in. Most of 
the guys who work here are ath- 
letes, so it’s tough to fit in more 
than that.” 

Hopkins sports game crew, 
as I’ve now termed Katz’s job, 
extends much longer than the 
basketball season: in the fall he 
runs balls for the soccer teams 
and moves markers for the foot- 
ballers; winter brings hoops and 
volleyball and, since many of the 
student employees are baseball 
players, spring is their turn to get 
on the field. 

“Volleyball is the most pres- 
sure,” he says. 

I nod but mentally scoff as ref- 
ereeing games is basically what 
I do every night. “I thrive under 
pressure,” I tell him. 

“Yeah,” he says, “but at your 
job if you mess up you don’t get 
fired.” 

A good point, but I chalk one 
up for myself in the category of 
job security. 
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that Clayton Books provides. 


Literary connoisseurs find 
oems in oul-ol-the-way haven 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE B3 

We couldn't find any space near 
Hopkins so that left downtown.” 
The location came ready with the 
bright red store front. “The store- 
front, when we first looked at it, we 
thought, ‘well that looks just like a 
Victorian bookstore’.” 

Primarily they sell litera- 
ture, art history, American his- 
tory, out of print and rare books. 
They have books on the fine and 
performing arts, biography and 
children’s literature, as well as a 
few new books on Baltimore and 
Maryland. They also offer histor- 
ical newspapers. 

Many of the books are first edi- 
tions and are signed by the author. 
The range of price of the books 
is from one dollar to $15,000; the 
most expensive is a book which 
was published in 1698. 

Surprisingly, most of their 
buyers come from out of town. 
Customers come from as far 
away and as varying as London, 
Madrid, Paris, Burmuda and Ro- 
mania. Garrison Keillor, a well- 
known NPR radio personality 
and author, orders books from 
the Northhouses. 

The first and third Saturday 
of every month, the Northhouses 


host poetry readings from the IE 
Poetry Series. Poets from Balti- 
more and Maryland, as well as 
poets from California to New 
York, have read in the upstairs 
reading area. 

In the past the store has host- 
ed well-known poets such as Si- 
mon Pettet, Rosemarie and Keith 
Waldrop, John Yau and Cole Sw- 
enson. 

Attendance usually ranges 
from around 15 to 45 people. 
Upcoming readings by Bill Berk- 
son, Heather Fuller, Peter Gizzi, 
Rachel Blau DuPlessis and Bob 
Perelman will happen in March 
and April. For more information 
on the IE Poetry series visit http:// 
ieseries.wordpress.com. 

Clayton Fine Books is located 
at 317 North Charles Street, about 
a five minute walk from the Wash- 
ington Monument. They offer a 
10 percent discount for students 
and faculty. It is open Thursday 
through Sunday from 9 a.m. to 5 
p-m. and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m. and can also open by ap- 
pointment. 

Clayton Fine Books 

317 N. Charles Street 

Baltimore, MD. 21201 

410-752-6800 
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- BRIAN GALBRAITH- 
Hometown: 
Media, P.A. 

Major: Electrical Engineer 
Year: Sophomore 


Brian Galbraith is five-foot 
| eleven-inches of pure class. By 
no means is this hunk sloppy 
— he’s got a mind like razor. 
Or more like one of those really 
| fine-tuned lasers used to make 
circuit boards. For, you see, this 
blond haired, blue eyed fellow is 





HOT i 
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an electrical engineer, like anoth- 
er well-known classy Hopkins 
alum: Michael Bloomberg. 

Though Brian isn’t the mayor of 
New York City (yet), that doesn’t 
stop him from turning up the 
public charm. He has been told he 
has a debonaire boyishness. Also, 
he knows just how much to say 
(his pet peeve is people who talk 
too much), and just how much to 
drink. Despite being called a flip- 
flopper on this issue, Brian stands 
firm on his dislike of extremely 
drunken girls. 

What else is this sophomore 
not too fond of? Waiting. “I am 
quite impatient,” he says, but he 
can’t be blamed. Brian is a busy 
man, involved in both JHU Club 
Soccer and his fraternity, Pike. 

Thankfully, Brian is not impa- 
tient in any bad sense. True, he 
would try to score on a first date, 
but only if things were going well. 
After all, Brian is a careful guy. 

Speaking of care, this classy 
character says he borders on OCD 
when it comes to cleanliness. He 
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Midterm weeks are beginning and 





Sometime it’s the simple 
things that get people going, 
and Sophie Korn is no excep- 
tion. This brunette beauty is 
well aware that, occasionally, 
brunettes have more fun. As 
a member of Alpha Phi, she’s 
a dazzling lady in red, when 
on stage, she’s making people 
laugh in Throat Culture. And 
she’s also the one greeting you 
with a smile as a hostess at Ger- 
trudes. 

But when she’s looking for 
love? Then, it’s all about the 
boys with the pick-up trucks, 
Ray-Ban sunglasses and all ten 
digits — or fingers, although 
possibly a phonenumber would 
do. The phrase “Hi” is all that 
it takes to get this girl’s party 
started; it’s a pick-up line that 
has never failed her, and how 
she finds those lucky enough 
to come with her on an adven- 
ture and willing to overook 
her “roaring Elektra complex.” 
Hoever, while he may diregard 
it, he better not try to analyze 











it: a major no-no for this sultry 
lady is Dr. Freud and his pride- 
subject of psychoanalysis. Also 
getting the heave-ho are those 
boys with warts, a concept which 
makes sense when this cleanli- 
ness freak also lists her weirdest 
habit as taking showers daily; 
that’s not too strange, it’s nice to 
have a squeaky clean girl now 
and again. 

But once you've gotten over 
those few hang-ups and she’s 
given the thumbs up- beware: So- 
phie knows what it is she wants. 
Her ideal date would be set to 
the soundtrack of “The Beautiful 
People” by Marilyn Manson, and 
then take the form of hours upon 
hours of bedroom bliss — the 
kind that would blow the boy’s 
mind to be exact. The next morn- 
ing, however, he won't get off too 
easy, as this Writing Seminars 
major requires an early poetry 
reading. As to how soon after 
penetrating this gal’s defenses 
one would be privy to such a 
treat, it really depends. It could be 


; you know you want a study buddy... Find some 
nominate them for Hot at Hopkins by e-mailing jhufeatures@hotm eae cute and 


Coccccccvccccecces 
likes to maintain a refined ap- | 
pearance, clean and orderly. 
And well-dressed, which is | 
how he likes his women. 

Brian says his ideal mate is | 
athletic, caring and is some- 
one who loves to have a good 
time. And what would such a 
classy gentleman do for sucha 
classy lady? Well, something 
classy of course. 

His ideal date would start 
with drinks, followed by a nice 
dinner, and topped off with a 
night at a bar or a club. Then, | 
when the evening winds down, 
Brian would take his lady back 
to his Manhattan penthouse, 
slip into a leisure suit, turn on 
the Boyz II Men, and well. ... 

Okay, maybe not. But some- 
day, probably soon, this el- 
egant guy will lead just that 
lifestyle. And ladies, you could 
be there with him, because 
Brian is currently single! So if 
this charmer sounds like what 


you need to class up your life, 
hit him up. 
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- SopHiE Korn- 
Hometown: 
Los Angles, C.A. 
Major: Writing Semnars 
Year: Junior 


five minutes, it could be-more. 

It depends on how long it takes 

her to find her keys, open the 

front door, flip the light switch 
and take off her shoes. Boys 

Wo wish she would wear slip- 

On sneakers take note — this 

lovely lady is Single! 
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The Fall Fashion Collection of Proenza Schouler premiered to great suc 
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NYC hints at a slow fall in fashion 


uch like 

let-down expe- 

rienced after 

Christmas, a 

tropical sojourn 
or a highly anticipated birthday, 
such is the sorrow I feel for the 
transience of our nation’s vener- 
able Fashion Week. 

But while the runways in New 
York and London have cleared, 
Milan’s fall 2007 shows are in full 
swing, and Paris is yet to come. 
So there's still sol- 
ace to be found and 
much to anticipate. 

Thus far, both in 
London and New 
York, designers are 
favoring a season- 
ably appropriate 
color palette for the 
fall, including an 
array of chestnut 
hues, noirs, grays, 
blues and snowy 
whites. 

In New. York, 
designers seem to 
have tired of the 
“space-age” look that is now so 
prevalent, and for spring, instead 
of latex pants and Lucite pumps, 
we see a generally wearable sea- 
son ahead of us, suggesting a re- 
turn to “comfortable chic.” 

Among the top New York 
Fashion Week collections was 
Derek Lam’s offering of sleek, 
bustier dresses and belted bole- 
ros, mostly in the grays and blues 
so popular for fall. Additionally, 
the newbie sensation put forth a 
stunning white pea coat accentu- 
ated with geometrical layering 

— perhaps his paramount look. 

Youthful duo Proenza Schouler 
(now designing a more affordable 
line for Target) pleased the fashion 
pack with a series of cobalt chiffon 
dresses, black satin bubble-sleeve 
sheaths, and an inventive set of 
overcoats. While I much preferred 
their more recent Hervé Léger-in- 
spired collection, the boys’ show 
was among the highlights of New 
York Fashion Week. 

My personal favorite looks 
came from Jill Stuart and Jeremy 
Laing, with both designers offer- 
ing up several gorgeous dresses 
and pantsuits with enticing ac- 
cents, such as satin bungee cord 
belts and oversized buttons. 
While many criticized Stuart for 
going “mod” too soon after the 
trend’s most recent resurrection, 
her use of vibrant cerulean and 
monochromes provided a bal- 


the 





carter Cramer 
Hop Couture 


ance of both chic and classic. 

The highlights of the week 
aside, there seemed to be a general 
consensus that the fall collections 
debuting in the States were a bit 
lackluster, with very little innova- 
tion since last season. 

Among the most disappoint- 
ing was Calvin Klein Collection. 
While the designer’s fall line was 
of the minimalist nature I adore, 
his dresses and coats lacked that 
form-fitting, ultra-modern look 
for which he is 
known. Rather, 
we saw unnec- 
essarily baggy 
gowns, and 
cloaks that can 
be of no other 
purpose than for 
smuggling small 


children. 

While New 
York failed to 
debut its best 
creations, in 
London we saw 
designers tak- 


ing more risks, 
venturing into new territory 
while remaining in favor of that 
edgy, otherworldly look of pres- 
ent. 

The latter is especially true of 
Brit designer Gareth Pugh’s col- 
lection. From plastic body wrap 
dresses to Medusa-like head- 
gear and over-the-top cloaks, 
his designs were the epitome 
of futuristic fashion. While not 
for everyone, Pugh nonetheless 
pushed the envelope, which, es- 
sentially, is what fashion is all 
about. 

The highly revered Giles Dea- 
con gave us a collection of A-line 
and shift dresses in silk and 
satin materials, accessorized by 
all-encompassing knits. Mod- 
els paraded the runway with 
their heads and shoulders lit- 
erally smothered by chunky 
semi-sweaters. Perhaps he’s 
forecasting a chilly autumn, or 
conveying some profound social 
message regarding oppression. 
Regardless, Deacon also pushed 
the limits. 

My pet newcomer, British 
designer Christopher Kane, un- 
veiled a slightly dreary fall col- 
lection when compared to the 
vibrant, body-hugging dresses 
for which he has been celebrated. 
Nevertheless, his garments for 
2007 are fall-appropriate in their 
mauve, metallic, russet and black 
hues. 
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The Amity Corporation is interviewing in Washington, DC 
on March 24%, Amity English Schools offer salaried positions at each 
of our 70+ schools. Dedicated professionals who have a BA/BS 
degree and an expert command of English may apply. 
Please submit a resume & 500 word essay titled, 
“Why | Want to Teach Children & Live in Japan,” 


to us online at www.amityteachers.com 
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Also showing in London this 
year was Marc Jacobs’ Marc by 
Marc Jacobs collection, which 


was also very fall-forward. There | 


were plaid overcoats, oversized 
gray gaucho pants for both men 
and women, and liberal use of 
fox and raccoon fur. 

Jacobs also gave a nod to leg- 
gings in his show, indicating 
that these female faves will once 


again be wardrobe staples for the | 


coming winter months, as long 
as they’re gray, wintry white and 
wool. 


Though the fashion world ea- | 
gerly awaits the fall collections | 


from Chanel, Dolce & Gabbana, 
Gucci, Prada and the other heavy- 
weights who show in Milan and 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE B3 

While in public they may 
cringe at Playboy, women have a 
secret. They can deny it all they 
want, but girls watch porn. In 
fact, girls love porn. They will 
download it, collect their favor- 
ite videos, and thoroughly enjoy 
watching it. Some girls will even 
go as far as to exchange porn vid- 
eos. 

This rarely happens, and when 
it does, conversation is minimal. 
If you don’t believe me, consider 


| | the popularity of romance nov- 


els. For those of you who haven't 

read them, you're truly missing 

out. 
Some are 


quite perverse. 


| Women don’t read them for the 
sappy romantic plot, but for the 


risqué and graphic description 
of Vikings unsheathing their 


| swords and plunging them un- 


derneath the layers of lacy pet- 


aS 2 = --¥ a | | ticoats, fulfilling their ladies’ 
, COURTESY OF HTTP://WWW.NEWYORKMETRO.COM 
cess, highlighting the current trend of “comfortable chic.” | 


deepest desires. Who knew that 
reading could be such a turn- 
on? 

In a relationship, porn is usu- 
ally treated as a joke. Upon find- 
ing her boyfriend’s stash, she 
pretends to be disgusted and 
then proceeds to guilt him for his 
nasty obsession. Boys usually en- 


| joy torturing their girlfriends by 





Paris, it seems safe to make a few | 


fall wardrobe suggestions for 
early adopters and overzealous 
shoppers. 

Both in New York and across 


the pond, the overarching color | 
palette was dark, dark, dark. | 
Any shade of black — yes, there | 


are shades of black — blue, brown 
and gray one could fathom domi- 
nated the runways. Moreover, 
blue will be the color for ’07, in ev- 
ery color from navy to sapphire 
to indigo. 

However, if you're able, it will 
be worth your while to save that 
shopping until after spring, when 
fall’s fashions will have had some 
time to baste. I, for one, predict 
the best is still to come. 


altimore may notseem 

like a desirable dining 

destination, but listen 

to your taste buds 

and one might argue 
that it is time to change B’more’s 
questionable motto, Charm City, 
to the more suitable nickname 
of Culinary City. It is not to say 
that Baltimore has achieved the 
ranks of its prestigious haute- 
cuisine rivals, such as New York, 
San Francisco and Chicago, but 
it is clear that the city’s under- 
rated restaurant scene promises 
to surprise foodies with creative 
menus, distinct decor and gra- 
cious service. 

Despite the high standards 
of the national dining big shots, 
Baltimore is one step closer to 
reaching the status level of com- 
petitors with the organization of 
Winter Restaurant Week. Dur- 
ing the week of Feb. 5-9, more 
than 20 restaurants throughout 
Baltimore offered three-course 
dinners at the very moderate 
cost of $30.07. 

Participating establishments 
ranged from the trendy restau- 
rant Taste in Belvedere Square 
to seafood staples, such as Rusty 
Scupper and M&S Grill in the 
Inner Harbor. The opportunity 
to enjoy gourmet cuisine for a 
fraction of the price raised a dif- 
ficult question: with only two 


Townhouse For 
Rent 


3BR 1BA 5 blocks from JH 


Med on North Patterson 
Park Av. W/ D (202) 213- 
0061 








blasting loud, raunchy sex clips 
so to embarrass her as her room- 
mates listen in. 

It’s time to take the humor out 
of pornography and gain some 
benefits from its potential for 
pleasure. Both men and women 


| can be easily aroused by images 


or sounds of others being plea- 


sured. Hearing your partner’s 
passionate moans of satisfac- 
tion automatically turns you on. 
Watching porn in the bedroom 
has a similar effect, only more 
intense. Your partner's cries 
will be intertwined with the 
background sounds from the 
video. Your actions will seem to 
not only please your boyfriend 
or girlfriend, but your other 
“partners” as 


Ladies, porn is not only for guys 


relationship. If you can’t tell 
your partner to simply use more 
pressure with oral stimulation, 
you won't be able to play con- 
struction worker and sultry new 
secretary. 

It is important to pick the 
right video to enjoy with your 
partner. In the girl’s best inter- 
est, it’s best not to choose some- 
thing too hardcore, something 

that will be 








well. 

Incorpora- [t’s time to take 
tion of adult 
videos into the humor out of 
your sexual : a 
vrlvities can POTnography and gain 
range from some benefits from its 


simply provid- 
ing a raunchy 
aural stimulus 
to creating a 
dialogue for role-playing. If you 
or your partner is not entirely 
comfortable with the idea, it is 
best to start off slowly. You don’t 
necessarily need to watch the ac- 
tion, as the sounds alone can be 
an extra turn-on. It will encour- 
age you to make your own porn 
star noises. 

You'll be surprised to learn 
that your own vocalizations can 
intensify your sexual experi- 
ence. By watching the videos, 
you can learn new and creative 
moves. Think of it as an educa- 
tional seminar. Role-playing is 
a completely different experi- 
ence. 

Both partners must be very 
comfortable saying explicit 
statements. Sexual communica- 
tion must be very strong in the 


potential for pleasure. 


overly graphic. 

For example, 
a girl is rarely 
inspired by a 
doctor’s deep 
rectal examina- 
tion of his pow- 
erless female 
patient. You'll 
want one with 
scenes that de- 
pict both the male and female 
characters being equally satis- 
fied. 

A few suggestions include: 
Camp Cuddlypines Power Tool 
Massacre, a mock on “slasher” 
films; Pirates XXX, a sexier ver- 
sion of Pirates of the Caribbean 
unfortunately without Johnny 
Depp; and Manhunters, a story 
of horny female bounty hunt- 
ers. 

Go open your DC++ accounts 
and explore the plethora of porn 
collected by our own Hopkins 
students. As a warning, there 
are some extremely grotesque 
images out there. If you steer 
clear of any overly aggressive 
orgies, you'll be able to find 
some sensual and arousing vid- 
eos. 








nights available, what were the 
best bets? 

After extensive research, I 
took my chance on an old Balti- 
more institution, Tio Pepe, anda 
highly acclaimed, less-seasoned 
restaurant called Corks. In the 
end, the enduring classic tri- 
umphed over the contemporary 
celebrity. 


TIO PEPE 

10 E. Franklin St., Mt. Vernon 
(410) 539-4675 

4 out of 5 Stars 


Arguably one of Baltimore's 
first fine-dining establishments, 
Tio Pepe has remained on top of 
its game for over 30 years. The 
subterranean entrance leads to a 
welcoming bar with an impres- 
sive variety of Spanish wines 
and house sangria. Several din- 
ing rooms illuminated by soft 
lighting create an intimate and 
cozy atmosphere. 

Vibrant pottery splashes color 
against the whitewashed brick 
walls, transporting the diner to 
the Catalan region of Spain. The 
comfortable but sophisticated 
ambiance is enhanced by elegant 
servers in tuxedos who treat each 
customer like a V.I.P. 

The restaurant week fixed 
menu provided three options 
for appetizers, five entree se- 
lections and three choices for 
desserts. Even though there 
were only a handful of dishes to 
choose from, the mouth-water- 
ing descriptions made choosing 
among them surprisingly dif- 
ficult. 

Each course was interesting 
and perfectly satisfying. Gener- 
ous portions and rich ingredi- 
ents, suchas the brochette of beef 


tenderloin with truffle sauce and | 


wild rice or black bean soup fla- 
vored with Fino sherry, made it 
the perfect winter evening expe- 
rience. Even without the terrific 
restaurant week deal, Tio Pepe 
is certainly worth its slightly 
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Tio Pepe shines at Restaurant Week 2007 


semble a refined dining club. 
Candlelit tables, exposed brick 
and dark wood tables contribute 
to a romantic and relaxing atmo- 
sphere. 

Unfortunately, dishes were 


above-av- bland and 
erage price z uninspir- 
‘28 com.  Gatleigh Connelly — xs, 24 © 
mended: Pa- oe ° ° ters even 
ella; shrimp — Dining Destinations more unfe- 
in Gar- vorable, the 
lic Sauce; food was 
House Spe- not warm 
cialty Walnut Roll and served at room tempera- 


Cuisine and style: Spanish, Ro- 
mantic Dining 

Open: Mon. to Fri. 11:30 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., 5-10 p.m.; Sat. 5 a.m. to 
11:30 p.m.; Sun. 5-10 p.m. 

Prices: $18-25 entrees. 

Transportation: $8 cab ride from 
Homewood. 


CORKS 

1026 S. Charles St., Federal Hill 
(410) 752-3810 
http://www.corksrestaurant.com 
2 out of 5 Stars 


With accolades from The Food 
Network, Zagat, The New York 
Times and Baltimore Magazine, ex- 
pectations for Corks were natu- 
rally high. Even though this cele- 
brated Federal Hill spot has been 
designated one of “Baltimore's 
Best Restaurants” every year 
since 1998, diners will be disap- 
pointed by the lackluster cuisine 
and apathetic service. 

Charming ambiance and an 
impressive wine list save Corks 
from falling into the category of 
one of the most overrated dining 
experiences in Maryland. The 
casual exterior of a conventional 
Baltimore row house transforms 
into two main rooms that re- 


+ \ 


ture. 

Pan-seared escolar with 
white truffle polenta, roasted 
cauliflower and fume sauce was 
a well-chosen combination ex- 
ecuted poorly. Sections of the 
meal were completely tasteless, 
while periodic bites were over- 
whelmed by dollops of spicy 
horseradish. 

The wait staff was unprofes- 
sional and impatient, bordering 
on inconsiderate. Every restau- 
rant has nights that are slightly 
off, but the discrepancy between 
the cost and quality, even with 
the fabulous pricing of restau- 
rant week, was too significant to 
be ignored. 

The lesson: no matter how 
much incredible press an estab- 
lishment may receive, publicity, 
whether positive or negative, 
can be very misleading. 

Recommended: Mushroom 
Risotto; Arugula, Red Wine 
Poached Pear, Chévre Salad 

Cuisine and style: American, 
Romantic Dining. 

Open: Tues. to Thurs. 5-10 p.m.; 
Fri. 5-11 p.m., Sun. 5-9:30 p.m. 

Prices: $24-29 entrees. 

Transportation: $15 cab ride 
from Homewood. 
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Mick Simon and Stephanie Ranno star in Theatre Hopkins’ latest production 


lalley’s Folly pleases. 


despile anachronisms | 


By LISA CAREY 
The Johns | lopkins \ews-Letter 


Walking into Swirnow The- 
ater for Talley’s Folly, the latest 
production of Theatre Hopkins, 
is like stepping back into World 
War II-era America, with all its 
political prejudices and hokey 
sayings. The change is abrupt, as 
the show launches with a long, 
energetic monologue that for 
this younger viewer seemed to 
ramble on with many obscure 
cultural allusions. 

However, the more elderly 
audience that Theatre Hopkins 
caters to clearly enjoyed the 
well-delivered nostalgia that 
characterized the entire one-act 
show. 

Talley’s Folly is a story of mid- 
dle-aged courtship. It has none of 
the sappy puppy love or intense 
sensuality that characterizes 
today’s boy-meets-girl tales. In- 
stead it explores the insecurities 
of two unlikely outcasts who find 
solace in each other’s company. 
The only thing Sally Talley, the 


wayward spinster daughter of 
the Missouri town’s richest fami- 
ly and Matt Friedman, the Jewish 
Communist accountant who has 
the multiplication tables memo- 
rized up to 75 times 75, have in 
common is a haunted past. How- 
ever, after meeting a year ago in 
Lebanon, Miss., during a vaca- 
tion, Matt has written to Sally 
everyday and has returned to 
find out whether she returns his 
affections. 

It seems that Matt’s hopes 
are misplaced, but after much 
verbal sparring, several of the 
oldest tricks in the book (‘Oh 
sorry, I’m falling — let me just 
put my arm around you to keep 
steady’), and heart-wrenching 
revelations about Matt’s and 
Sally’s pasts, Matt succeeds at 
getting Sally to try her hand at 
love once more. 

The entire show takes place 


in one act, in one setting, at 


one time, in one conversation. 

Its only movement comes from 

the monologues of Mick Simon, 
CONTINUED ON PAGE B8 
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Trouble in Mind confronts historic prejudices 


By PATRICK KENNEDY 
The Johns | lopkins News-Letter 


Racial stereotypes, ethnic cli- 
chés, and all manner of political 
preaching abound in Alice Chil- 
dress’ backstage drama Trouble in 
Mind. Or, more properly speak- 
ing, these unsavory motifs are 
the unintended lifeblood of the 
play-within-a-play around which 
the 1955 play centers — a well-in- 
tentioned, but ultimately execra- 
ble anti-lynching melodrama en- 
titled “Chaos in Belleville.” This 
stab at socially conscientious the- 
ater is preparing for its Broadway 
run in Childress’ script. But for 
both Trouble in Mind's real audi- 
ence and many of its invented 
characters, “Chaos in Belleville” 
reads much more like a rundown 
of every mid-century African- 
American caricature in the book. 

Indeed, the contrast could 
not be any stronger between 
Childress’ own compassionate 
artistry and the kind of cheap 
moralistic playwriting that she 
unearths and indicts. Though oc- 
casionally entropic and strangely 
paced, Trouble in Mind can also be 
an emotional knockout, given the 
right director and the right cast. 
And it seems that the good people 
at Centerstage have found both. 
Directed by Centerstage veteran 
Irene Lewis, and acted with a bal- 
ance of satiric fury and silenced 
anguish, the most recent revival 
of Childress’ seldom-performed 
work unleashes the tragicomic 
strength of its material, providing 
| a hard-edged exploration of racial 

identity, modern entertainment 
and their explosive intersection. 

The action of Trouble in Mind is 
| driven not so much by a unified 
| plot as by a series of shocks and 
chainreactions. However, atamore 
fundamental level, Childress’ play 
is a duel between two equally for- 
midable characters. On one side 
is artsy director and beleaguered 
divorcé Al Manners (Craig Wroe) 
— trifling, selfimportant and lu- 
dicrously dedicated to bringing 
“Chaos in Belleville” to the 1950s 
public. He strives to maintain au- 
| thority during rehearsals, meet- 
ing first with the cynicism, then 
the outright rebellion, of Wiletta 
Mayer (E. Faye Butler). Wiletta is a 
talented actress whose career has 
been limited largely to Southern 





Venus embodies the typical Brit formula 


By MATT HANSEN 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


It takes viewing only a hand- 
ful of the many British films that 
have made the trip across the 
pond to the warmth of Ameri- 
can theaters in recent years to 
see that they have quite a few 
things in common. From The 
Full Monty to Calendar Girls, Mrs. 
Henderson Presents to Notes On 
A Scandal, these movies seem to 
have cornered the film market on 
understated performances by ac- 
tors swathed in heavy overcoats 
and staid woolens, and are filled 
to overflowing with chalky gray 
colors, pop-driven montages, 
knighted actors, and — the qual- 
ity most commonly derided by 
Americans of the Bruckheimer 
school — slow, regal pacing. Ve- 
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nus, the newest of these imports, _0'Toole’s geriatric Morris pursues the younger Jessie, played by Jodie Whittaker. 


can check off each of these boxes 
multiple times. Critics seeking 
sharper wit away from Holly- 
wood often decry American films 
as formulaic — well, the British 
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Peter O'Toole celebrates a night out in Michell’s Venus. 


have their formula, as well, it ap- 
pears, at least in the movies they 
rush to U.S. box offices — and Ve- 
nus is just such a film. 
Remembered 
for his striking 
eyes and prince- 
ly presence, 
Peter O'Toole, 
throughout his 
long career, 
seemed like 
he could never 
help but deliver 
his lines in a 
Shakespearean 
lilt. Instead, in 
Venus, he plays 
retired yet ran- 
dy actor Mau- 
rice as a slow, 
shuffling man of 
90, a womanizer 
with a_ sweet 
disposition, an 
old guy who 
knows how he 
likes his whis- 
key. (Just a little 
water, otherwise 





it “drowns.”) O’Toole does a 
credible job making the old man 
likeable, even when he awk- 
wardly paws the breast of Jessie 
(Jodie Whittaker), the teenage 
niece and caretaker of his long- 
time friend Ian (Leslie Phillips). 
As their relationship progresses, 
Jessie, lost in teenage ennui and 
already having suffered at the 
hands of men, and Maurice, who 
nicknames her Venus in homage 
to a painting of a nude, reclin- 
ing goddess, gradually develop 
a tentative friendship and an 
eventual dependence on each 
other's unique assets. As Jessie, 
newcomer Whittaker — not far 
removed from her teenage years 
herself — reveals through her 
eyes and the flips of her hair at 
once a distaste for the lecherous 
adult world yet a palpable need 
to be part of it, and as her skirts 
get shorter and shorter as the 


’ film progresses, her understand- 


ing of just how adolescent adults 
can be only grows. 
Venus primarily suffers not for 
CONTINUED ON PAGE B7 





black matron stock 
roles. This rivalry 
only heats up in the 
second act, though 
all through the 
play’s exposition, 
Butler’s Wiletta ra- 
diates a simmering 
annoyance at being 
typecast one time 
too many. 

For all this the- 
matic focus, Chil- 
dress’ stage quickly 
becomes crowded 
with a gallery of 
competing, per- 
sonalities. Round- 
ing out “Belleville 
“s cast are a hand- 
some novice actor 
(LeRoy McClain), 
an ambitious work- 
ing wife (Starla 
Benford), and an 
old-timer named 
Sheldon (Thomas 
Jefferson Byrd). They complete 
Wiletta’s family of black share- 
croppers, while a popular white 
actor and old associate of Man- 
ners’ (Bill O’Wray) leads off the 
ensemble as a segregationist gen- 
tleman who, in one hilariously 
pompous speech, starts quoting 
Long fellow. 

Butler has quite rightly de- 
scribed Lewis as an “actor's 
director” in commentary on 
Childress’ play. In previous Cen- 
terstage productions, including 
last autumn’s Three Sisters, Lewis’ 
refusal to rein in her casts has 
never been a completely happy 
decision, since it yields separate- 
ly interesting performances that 
don’t fit together. Yet allowing 
chaos to break loose has wonder- 
ful effects on a show like Trouble 
in Mind. Here, the characters are 
supposed to get along terribly 
and give a feeling of the unsyn- 
chronized and unscripted. 

This idea of disorganization is 
nicely emphasized by David Ko- 
rins’ single set design: a stripped 
New York stage, dotted with sand- 








we 











bags, odd rehearsal chairs and 
occasional pieces of scenery. Rui 
Rita’s lighting design verges more 
on the confusing, breaking up the 
acts and scenes with disorienting 
fades and highlights. However, 
thanks to the spacious format of 
Centerstage’s Pearlstone Theater, 
Childress’ personages are given a 
powerful arena for their musings 
and outbursts. 

Even Lewis’ supporting play- 
ers seem to enjoy their parts, 
from Centerstage regular Lau- 
rence O'Dwyer as an Irish door- 
man on up. Yet there is never 
any question that Butler has the 
richest material, roughly based 
on Childress’ own brushes with 
silent discrimination. Not every 
role combines moments of silent 
sentiment with one of the most 
riveting mad-as-hell speeches 
imaginable — not even Manners’ 
equally fascinating, but one- 
sidedly monstrous personage, 
which Wroe occasionally plays 
to caricature. In contrast, Wiletta 
is given a much more heartfelt 
depiction, courtesy of Childress 
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Garrett Neergaard, E. Faye Butler and Starla Benford star in Centerstage’s new /rouble in Mind. 


and Butler’s combined talents. 

Trouble in Mind is best under- 
stood as an unashamed compari- 
son between theater at its most 
dignified, and theater at its most 
degraded. In the final act, Shel- 
don, who had seen a real lynch- 
ing as a child, delivers a haunt- 
ing description of the sounds he 
heard, and the terror he felt, as 
a mob and their victim rolled 
through the street outside his 
house. It is a stunning moment, 
all the more so thanks to its con- 
trast with “Belleville”’s inept 
take on the realities of African- 
American history. The strength 
of Centerstage’s production is 
that it gives full force to this di- 
chotomy, stressing the divide be- 
tween simplistic, message-heavy 
entertainment, and works that, 
like Trouble in Mind, approach a 
solid empathy. 


Trouble in Mind will be showing 
at Centerstage through March 4. For 
ticket prices, show times and other 
information, call (410) 332-0033 or 
visit http://www.centerstage.org. 





Money matters in The Pursuit of Happyness 


By ALEXANDER TRAUM 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


You've heard the story before: a 
man, down on his luck, overcomes 
obstacles through his own talents 
and perseverance. The Pursuit of 
Happyness conforms to this genre, 
and is consequently rather predict- 
able. Yet, despite this obstacle, the 
film succeeds through the sheer 
force of Will Smith’s personality. 

Inspired by a true story, Smith 
plays Chris Gardner, a man who 
has struggled to make a better life 
for his family. The film traces the 
plummeting situation of Gardner, 
who after losing his savings on a 
failed investment, lives paycheck- 
to-paycheck with his wife and son. 
His wife eventually leaves him, 
and Gardner is left to provide for 
himself and his son. Concurrent- 
ly, he serendipitously gets the op- 
portunity to enroll in an unpaid 
internship program, where one 
person out of 20 is offered a job at 
the end. As Gardner labors for and 
schmoozes with San Francisco's 
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business elite, he slips further and 
further into desperation. A good 
segment of the film is of Gardner 
literally running between these 
two lives; from the office, to his 
son’s lousy day-care center, where 
“happiness” is misspelled (hence 
the title), to the 


“pursuit of happiness” as one 
of man’s inalienable rights. This 
question forms the central con- 
cerns for both Gardner as well 
as the film itself. Why is pursu- 
ing happiness of so great a con- 
sequence, and not instead, being 





various home- 
less shelters 
where he spends 
his nights. 


TEEPURSOIT 
OF HAPPYNESS 


happy? 

Critics of 
the film will 
cite that Smith’s 
character is not 





While the 
plot drags on at 
points,’ Smith 
compensates for 
this deficiency 
through a stel- 
lar performance 
that is power- 
ful in its hon- 
esty and lack 


Howe 


Rating: PG-13 


Commons 


of adornment. Gardner's son is 
played by Will Smith’s actual 
son, Jaden Smith, who gives an 
equally endearing performance. 

In one particular voice-over, 
Gardner muses on America’s 
founding fathers included the 
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Will Smith and his real-life son, Jaden, star together in The Pursuit of Happyness. 


Starring: Will Smith, Jaden 
Smith, Thandie Newton, Brian 


Director: Gabriele Muccino 
Run Time: 1 hr 57 mins 


Playing at: AMC Towson 





ship. Gardner is not 


pursuing —hap- 
piness at all, but 
rather is pursu- 
ing greed. Or so 
say people who 
have money. The 
film implicitly 
rejects such na- 
iveté, suggesting 
that in the mod- 
ern, capital-driven world, happi- 
ness and prosperity are intimately 
connected, and that it is a childish 
fantasy to believe that the two are 
separable. This is evidenced by one 
paradoxically depressing, yet up- 
lifting scene where Gardner pla- 
cates his son when they are forced 
to sleep in a subway bathroom 
by pretending that they are in a 
prehistoric cave. Such fantasizing 
works for children, yet in the real 
world, money matters. 

Despite Gardner's inspiration- 
al story, he is not placed on an un- 
touchable pedestal and his flaws 
are presented in sharp relief. His 
economic downfall is due to his 
unchecked idealism, which leads 
him to believe that he can make a 
fortune selling Overpriced bone- 
density scanners. However, he is 
ultimately forgiven, as this trait 
allows him to pursue the intern- 
portrayed 
sympathetically in his treatment 
of his wife; he takes advantage of 
her, and stubbornly takes custody 
of their son away from her. 

The Pursuit of Happyness seems 
to be a typical rags-to-riches, in- 
Spirational tale — and to a degree 
it is. Nevertheless, with a few 
twists as well as support from its 
stellar actors, the film resonates. 

e film will ultimately not be re- 
membered as anything great, yet 
it Successfully communicates its 
message in a way that allows you 


to leave the theat feeli . 
and entertained, kc 
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Terabithia 
bores more 
than excites 


By SASHA ROUSSEAU 
The Johns I lopkins News-Letter 


The Bridge to Terabithia is a chil- 
dren's movie in desperate need of 
a sugar rush. 

The recent release is the first 
full-fledged cinematic take on 
the 4th-grade reading list staple. 
Jesse Aarons (Josh Hutcherson) 
is a 6th-grade introvert from the 
sticks, a beleaguered only son 
from a large, ostensibly poor 
family. When a new girl with a 
boho chic sensibility moves next 
door, Jesse is seduced into friend- 
ship by her aggressive friendli- 
ness and forced joviality. Jesse 
and Leslie Burke (AnnaSophia 
Robb) soon spend most of their 
free time together, exploring the 
forest and creating a “magical” 
version of their daily lives, which 
they call Terabithia. 

In Terabithia, the school bully 
becomes a gigantic forest troll; 
mean kids from class become 
squirrels and crows, and a tree 
house becomes Jesse and Leslie’s 
private, happy household. Their 
therapeutic ramblings in the 
imaginary kingdom are ended, 
however, by a sudden tragedy 
that launches the kids out of 
childhood. 

Not that they were so childlike 
to begin with. Leslie gives direc- 
tion to almost all the imaginings, 
but after every line the actress 
turns toward the camera and 
gives a slow, sexy smile. Not that 
Leslie’s seductive style is limited 
to her line readings: there is that 
slow-motion glamour shot of Les- 
lie running through the rain. The 
actress just seems too much the 
precocious pre-teen for the chil- 
dren’s part she is meant to play. 
Hutcherson is more convincing 
as a pre-teen loser, but even he 
seems too much the archetypical 
strong, silent type to be relatable 
to anyone with a sense of irony. 
He manages to appear less self- 
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AnnaSophia Robb and Josh Hutcherson are the protagonists of the children’s book-turned-movie 7he Bridge to Terabithia. 


conscious than Robb, and his act- 
ing is refined enough for emotion 
to be read on his face in every 
scene. Unfortunately, Hutcher- 
son has to project almost all of 
his emotion through his face or 
body language; the character he 
plays is so quiet 


CGI much recourse. We are forced 
to watch kids play pretend games 
for most of the movie, and forced 
to watch them go to school for 
the rest. Such a plodding view of 
the movie's focus is reinforced by 
the lifeless camera, unremarkable 

sound track and 





and self-con- 
tained that there 





THE BRIDGE TO 


unspectacular 














special effects. 
are few active There are a cou- 
displays of feel- TERABITHIA |} ple of “wow” 
ing. moments, but 

Still, though |} Starring: Josh Hutcherson, they are the re- 
Leslie grates |! AnnaSophia Robb, Zooey sult of shock 
and Jesse bores, ! Deschanel ingly unrealis- 
the kids who |] Director: Gabor Csupo tic mechanical 
surround them f/ Run Time: 1 hr 35 mins prowess on the 







at least feel viv- 
idly real. Jesse’s 
family and 
classmates are 
flawed, but all 
feel refreshingly uncloying and 
relatively morally complex. 

If the movie had stuck to the 
real world of Jesse’s school and 
family, it might have been an hon- 
est, earnest melodrama. But half 
the time, we are forced to watch 
the kids “play” in Terabithia, a 
world too wracked with their 
daily problems to be a fun escape, 
but too mired in the clichés of the 
fairy tale to be interesting to the 
adult viewer..Nor is the cheap 


Rating: PG 


Commons 


Playing at: AMC Towson 


part of the kids, 
rather thanbuilt- 
in suspense or 
spectacle. 

Sadly, the | 
movie tends to follow the pacing | 
and limited experiences of real | 
children at play. It meanders with- 
out buildup or climax. Katherine | 





Paterson is said to have written the 
1970s novel as a response to real- | 
life events in her son David's life, 

and the unmelodramatic melan- | 
choly of both the book and movie | 
is its greatest virtue. However, in | 
the novel, Jesse’s thoughtful nar- 
rative of sweet childhood love and 
loss has more time to develop, and 
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Terabithia can become as intricate- 
ly imagined as the reader wants. 


cheap knock-off of Narnia. 

More creatively imagining of 
the magical kingdom, and toning 
down AnnaSophia Robb, would 
have helped this particular film. 
Perhaps the novel is too far from 
melodrama, and the pace of fic- 
tion, to make an affecting, but 
unaffected, movie. 

The Bridge to Terabithia may 
be fun for kids young enough 
to relate to the stolid Jesse or the 
blooming Leslie. But for adult 
viewers, waiting through the 95 
minutes can feel like an expen- 
sive chance to baby-sit. 


Serene beauly 
wins in latest 


(Toole film 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE B6 
for its performances — even Phil- 
lips’ as Maurice’s friend, also an 
actor but always overshadowed 
by him, and Valerie (Vanessa 
Redgrave), Maurice’s long-suf- 
fering yet tragically powerful 
wife, are well worth watching 
— but rather from its pacing and 
its transparent plot. Venus fol- 
lows solidly in the tradition of 
movies built around aging stars, 
a fact that becomes apparent 
early on and overshadows the 
inevitable ending. With the fate 
of the characters mainly sealed 


|| through some early revelations, 


the sometimes glacial pace of the 
plot becomes frustrating, primar- 
ily because the scenes featuring 
O'Toole and Whittaker together 
— shopping for a party dress, rid- 
ing in a ‘posh’ limo, drinking at 
a nightclub — are quietly absorb- 
ing. In these moments, though 
the artifice of the movie is always 
present, the two together elicit the 
same curiosity such a pair would 
be greeted with on the streets of 
London, the tall, pale old man 
and the blonde, youthful party 
girl, joined together by friendship 
and the undercurrents of a libido 
that doesn’t know when to quit. 

Unfortunately, these scenes 
are coupled together with com- 
mentary on the nature of fame, 
the hidden tendrils of sexuality, 
and the image-conscious world 
of today’s teenagers — all of 
which could just as easily have 
been revealed without the intru- 
sive scenes that telegraph such 
messages. Rather than leaving 
the heavy lifting to O’Toole and 
Whittaker — who prove them- 
selves more than up to the task- 
the filmmakers feel that perhaps 
a geriatric performer and an 
inexperienced actress are best 
shored up by less opaque imag- 
ery. What is lost in these more 
obvious scenes is something that, 
as any of the veteran cast should 
know, often reveals much more 
than a page of lines: the almost 
silent movements of an old man’s 
hand, the glistening of a young 
woman's eyes or the melancholy 
of an old actor giving his last per- 
formance. 








~ New Vibrations 


Air 


Pocket Symphony 
Astralwerks 


March 6, 2007 


The french duo Air are back 


| with their latest collage of elec- 


tronica and rock, Pocket Sympho- 
ny, making the world safe again 


| for hip elevator music. The album 





is full of the sort of vibrating key- 
board lines, smooth bass riffs 
and hushed vocals that fans have 
come to expect, but this is no re- 
turn to their 1998 breakthrough 
album Moon Safari. 

Rather, this is a moodier al- 


| bum, somewhere in the arena 


of later albums Talkie Walkie and 
their score for Sophia Coppola’s 
The Virgin Suicides. While Moon 
Safari in many ways sounded like 
entrance music for a swinging 


| party, Pocket Symphony sounds 
But on film, the introspective point | 
of view falls flat, and it becomes a | 


much more like the soundtrack 
to a secret 4 a.m. after party. 

The album opens up with the 
track, “Space Maker”, a cool blend 
of echoing taps, soft guitar, and 
nodding piano. It efficiently sets 
the tone for the album, carrying 
a cool charm, while remaining 
more meditative than previous al- 
bum openers such as “La Femme 
d’Argent”. The second track elabo- 
rates on this atmosphere, bringing 
in the irresistible calm of whis- 
pered Jane Birken-like female vo- 


Ted Leo and the 


Pharmacists 


Living with the 


Living 


Touch and Go 


'March 20, 2007 


Ted Leo and the Pharmacists 
will release their fifth album, Liv- 
ing with the Living, in March under 
the watchful, and possibly interfer- 
ing, eye of Touch and Go Records. 
Interfering because the new album 
has hints of songs you've heard 
before, songs perhaps released by 
artists previously and presently 
associated with Touch and Go. 

With this release the Pharma- 
cists have stayed relatively true 
to their traditional garage-punk 
upbringings, yet there are a few 
noticeable digressions. One glar- 
ing example is “The Unwanted 
Things,’ which can only be de- 
scribed as reggae, or possibly a 
mistake. It is such a distinct and 
noticeable difference — even 
though it is buried near the end 
of the album — that one can't 
help but feel confused as to why 
it is included on the album. Does 
it work? Yes, surprisingly it does, 
but does it work as part of Living 
with the Living? I don’t think so. 

“Sons of Cain” sounds just like 
anything off of Shake the Sheets 
or Hearts of Oak. It’s a beautiful 





cals to the mix that has worked 
successfully for them in the past. 

Many songs once again deliver 
the style of playful sophistication 
for which Air is best known. A 
song called “Napalm Love” re- 
peats a chorus of “How deep is 
your love”, a lyric stolen right out 
of the Bee Gees’ catalog, but obvi- 
ously used in a new, fresh man- 
ner. Another track, “Somewhere 
Between Waking and Sleeping”, 
plays around with melodic sing- 
ing and a simple ambiance of or- 
gan and piano. 

Ultimately the album is fo- 
cused more on expanding on the 
quasi-brooding atmosphere of 
the album, rather than expand- 
ing their sound beyond what 
they have accomplished before. 
The album does do a great job 
at concentrating on this sound, 
though. It may not make it essen- 
tial in the way that Moon Safari 
became a staple to most listeners 
of electronica, but it’s a solid al- 
bum nonetheless. 

— William Parschalk 





HAA 
CAVING WITH THE LIVIN 





sy 


song complete with that Ted Leo 
swing and unlikely combination 
of upbeat despair in his lyrics. It’s 
also the first time I’ve heard pia- 
no included into the Pharmacists’ 
musical repertoire. 

“Army Bound” is possibly the 
best song on the album. It sounds 
like a Joe Strummer cover and 
shows off a beautifully decon- 
structed guitar solo. The song fi- 
nally matures at the end with a 
rousing, politically charged cry 
for the enlisted, but it begs the 
listener to ask: where is Ted go- 
ing with his music? 

“Who Do You Love” is a strange 
mix of country and rock-a-billy 
and is the closest thing to a bal- 
lad that this album gets. Its a song 
about getting gypped for the work 
that you’re doing and he groups 
the creative process in with, once 
again, the life of a soldier. 

Living with the Living is a good ef- 
fort on the part of the Pharmacists 
yet they seem to have sacrificed the 
storytelling of previous albums for 
more experimental music. 

— Alex Begley 














Explosions 

in the Sky 

All of a Sudden | 
Miss Everyone 
Temporary 
Residence 

Feb. 20, 2007 


The instrumental band Ex- 
plosions in the Sky have always 
sounded like they are trying to 
produce the score for a serious 
and slow-paced independent film 
— you know, one with a scene or 
two of a clock hand moving in- 
terminably to 12, or of a flock of 
geese descending upon a desolate 
hill. Even their album and song 
titles could masquerade as snip- 
pets of dialogue from a morose 
script. Obviously, it’s “Natural To 
Be Afraid” when you're “Six Days 
at the Bottom of the Ocean” and 
have just taken your “First Breath 
After Coma.” Slip in some loop- 
ing and tensely beautiful guitar 
arpeggios, a few Mogwai-esque 
buildups, and you've got this Aus- 
tin quartet pretty much figured. 

Like other post-rock outfits 
— including Sigur Rés and the 
‘more bombastic Godspeed You 


_ Black Emperor! — this cinematic 





earnestness has worked in their 
benefit, and Explosions’s new re- 
lease, All of a Sudden I Miss Every- 
one, is no different. The six-song 
LP doesn't diverge so much from 
their earlier albums as carry for- 
ward the central theme. Tracks 
like “Catastrophe and The Cure” 
and “Welcome, Ghost” begin with 
a subdued pinging between two 
notes, and work their way through 
some nuanced melodies, culminat- 
ing (sometimes a few times in one 
song) in a cathartic swell of guitar. 

But like a movie you've seen a 
few times too many, Explosions’s 
ideas are wearing thin. As an in- 
strumental group, they already 
run the risk of creating what 
amounts to elegantly crafted 
background music. With All of a 
Sudden refusing even to budget 
in a new direction, Explosions 
continues to provide the music of 
choice for looking at some photos 
of your ex, crying a bit and curl- 
ing up to sleep. aie 

— Xiao-bo Yuan 


y . x 





By REBECCA MESSNER 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


Pretend John Lennon was still 
alive. Pretend also, that he had 
in him some of the songwriting 
blood of his friend Paul, as well 
as some of Bob Dylan's capacity 
for lyrics of protest. Now pretend 
he’s Brazilian, so take all of that 
and add to it some of that mist 
from the hills of Rio and the 
smell of tanning bodies on the 
beaches of Bahia, and you may 
have a better concept of Caetano 
Veloso’s music. 

Sweet-voiced Veloso was born 
in 1942 into the sweaty exotic 
beats of Bahia, in Brazil’s north- 
east region where African, Carib- 
bean and North American cul- 
tures collide with the Brazilian. 
A veritable legend in Brazil, he’s 
a star also on an international 
level, having been around since 
the birth of bossa nova. In the 
late ‘60s Veloso contributed to 
the creation of tropicalismo, the 
artistic movement in Brazil that 
introduced eclecticism and social 
awareness into fine art, theatre, 
poetry and music. His 1968 col- 
laboration with renowned Brazil- 
ian artist Gilberto Gil produced 
the album Tropicdlia; it became 
the musical manifesto for the 
movement. 

The love child of old jazz and 
new rock fused together with 
social and political protest made 
tropicalismo one of the most in- 
fluential movements in the his- 
tory of music. Veloso’s music, in 
addition to being as varying and 
celebratory as Brazil itself, was 
utterly charged with the political 
situation of the era; from 1964 to 
1985 Brazil’s bohemians were sti- 
fled under a military regime that 
deported, imprisoned, tortured 
and even murdered thousands of 
Brazilians. 

Veloso himself (along with 
Gilberto Gil) was imprisoned for 
several months during the same 
year his manifesto was released. 
The best kind of officiality the 
regime could bring to the pop 
star’s charge was calling it “anti- 
government activity.” After his 
release he and Gil held a concert 
in Rio; they were both exiled. 

















Veloso fled to 
London, the 
pop mecca of 
the and 
began co-hab- 
itating with 
the likes of the 
Beatles, Led 
Zeppelin and 
David Bowie. 
Caetano 
took 
influ- 


‘60s, 


Veloso 
all the 
ence he could 


get, trom just 
about  every- 
where. He 
stands as a 
symbol of 
Brazil _ itself: 
colorfully  di- 
verse, full of 
beauty and 
misfortune, 
with a voice 


capable of do- 
ing justice to 


both. Despite 
our tendency 
to classify 


him under the Brazilian musician Caetano Veloso’s cosmopolitan sound fuses African, 


category of an 

English-speaking counterpart, 
he is neither John nor Bob. His 
name, after all, is much cooler. 

And _ remarkably, he’s still 
around. At 65, Veloso has re- 
leased his 40th (yes, 40th) album 
under Nonesuch Records. Despite 
Veloso’s age, the record has the 
energy and versatility that many 
young artists lack today. Much of 
it may have even been influenced 
by some of these young artists 
— the backround on “Odeio,” the 
album's eighth track, seems like 
a quieter Strokes intro, for in- 
stance. 

It differs greatly from his last 
album, A Foreign Sound, which 
was released in 2004, and fea- 
tured English covers of artists 
from Gershwin to Elvis to Nir- 
vana. Here he’s back to his own 
stuff and his own language, and 
the effect echoes facets of the old 
tropicalismo while retaining a 
modern sound. 

Co-produced by his son, 
Moreno, the album fluctuates, 
opening with the catchy, almost 
Kinks-like “Outro,” followed 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 


Trend Watch: Veloso mainstreams Sropicalia 


_* © 
mm @ 
a”, 


by “Minhas Lagrimas” (“My 
Tears”), possibly the album’s 
most emotional ballad, long- 


voiced and languid. He bounces 
from then on, from the lazy bass 
drum and warbling melody of 
“Wally Salamao” to the mod- 
ern rock beats of the intro to 
“Odeio” to the more classic bossa 
nova feel of “Musa Hibrida.” 
The only less-than- -perfect track 
on the album was ironically its 
first single released in Brazil, 
“Nao Me Arrependo.” Slow and 
acoustic, Veloso seems to lack 
the expected passion on this bal- 
lad — even his strong belts seem 
half-enthused. But let’s attribute 
this to his career. It’s his 40th 
album; he’s an international su- 
perstar — he doesn’t need to pop 
veins in his head to get you to 
take his music seriously. 

His confidence takes you 
even as far as “O Heroi,” in 
which his soft voice alternates 
with his poetic rap railing ra- 
cial inequality in Brazil. Veloso 
himself is considered, like near- 
ly all the country’s population, 


LIFE: A Journey Through Time 
Fri, Feb 23, 8 pm 


Marin Alsop leads a BSO debut from Philip Glass: the L/FE project, a multi- 
media piece with images from National Geographic photogapher Frans Lanting. 


Aconcert e AFREE post-concert reception ® Drink specials 
Free food and prizes * Mixing and mingling with BSO musicians 


Hors d’ouevres courtesy of Ixia Restaurant, Lounge and Bar. 
$1 beer for students 21 or older with photo ID. 


Getting here is easy...TAKE THE FREE SHUTTLE! 


The Baltimore Collegetown Shuttle stops at the Meyerhoff on College Nights. 
Service is available to all college students, staff and faculty at participating schools with a valid ID. 





COURTESY OF HTTP://WWWJSB.CH 
Caribbean, and American elements. 


a mulatto ~ the common Brazil- 
ian term for people of mixed 
ethnicity. Despite the country’s 
colorfulness, however, there is 
an almost exaggerated division 
of races existing in Brazil today. 
Addressing this, he says, 
covered early that the path ... is 
to stir up racial hatred here, the 
clear separation between races 


— one eye on the bible, one eye | 
It is just this type | 


on the gun.” 
of protest that made Veloso a 
legend. 


In all, to the non-Portuguese | 
speaker, his is music that makes | 


you think of exotic plants, hang- 
ing lights, cold drinks and twirl- 
ing floral-print skirts on beau- 
tiful dark-haired women. Or 


“T dis- | 


Talley’s Folly 
about the good of days 


acl show 


1p “ : agar m ite yes 
Theatre Hopkins delivers a crowd-pleaser in Ils one 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE B6 
playing Matt Friedman, and 
Stephanie Ranno, playing Sally 
lalley. In turn, they transport the 
audience through the past with 
surprising skill. 

Simon’s mimicking of Sally’s 
disapproving family provided 
excellent comic relief, though his 
mocking Southern drawl was 
far better than his grating ste- 
reotyped Jewish accent. Ranno 
shone as she flew from rage to 
sadness to helplessness and back, 
recounting Sally’s failed attempt 
at love, in a segment that felt so 
painful and raw that the audi- 


| ence collectively sighed in sym- 





sweaty leather seats in your car | 


as you drive past the beach with 
the windows down. Play it at 
your next hipster party. Remem- 
ber, though, that behind that 
breathy croon and those ethnic 
beats, Veloso speaks for a coun- 
try — one in which music means 
far more than just a way to fill 
the silence. 


410.783.8000 | baltimoresymphony.org/students 


Faculty, check out baltimoresymphony.org/faculty for discounts especially for you! 


| 


pathy. 

Both actors clearly 
their characters’ heads; their con- 
stant bickering felt natural as Si- 
mon evaded an exasperated Ran- 
no’s questioning with an endless 
string of bad jokes. Together the 


got into 


reminisces 


ears 

actors nailed the aw kward ae 
“ 

that comes from middle 


istry > 
are rusty at the 


age d people w ho 


dating game. 
The ending of Talley’s Folly was 


perhaps too warm and fuzzy, all 
things tying up ina neat little con- 
clusion, but the overall effect was 
pleasant and heartw arming. Once 
the adjustment is made to another 

time and place and a different 
sort of love story, the characters 
become endearing and their tales 

strike chords in all the audience 
members, young and old. It pro- 
vides the viewer a nice respite 
from the hectic, bustling world 
just outside the theatre door. 


[alley’s Folly will be showing 
in Swirnow Theater in the Mattin 
Center this coming Friday and Sat- 
Mieey at 8 p.m., and this Sunday at 

2 p.m. General admission is $1 5 and 
student rush seats cost $5. 
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Ranno and Simon display great chemistry in the two-person show, /alley’s Folly. 







what you need to know 







...it's easy and affordable! 


...concert tickets start at 


just $ 5 


...choose between the 


5 for $25 Student Pass 
OR $10 Student Rush 
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Aries: (March 21 - April 19) 

You want the truth? The world is 
a cold, harsh place, and it will de- 
stroy you. That's it. Don’t expect 
comedy from me. I’ll kill you. 
Taurus: (April 20 - May 20) 

Pick something you love, dream 
about it for a little while, and then 
let it go. Find a menial job you'll 
hate yourself for taking. That's life. 
Gemini: (May 21 - June 20) 

Your parents will slowly grow to 
hate you after you've lived in their 
house for years. They'll forsake you, 
and even try to have you killed. 
Cancer: (June 21 - July 22) 

Own a house? You won't even 
have a pair of socks to your name, 
never mind a house. You'll be poor 
and lonely, and die that way. 

Leo: (July 23 - August 22) 

Boogers are the only thing you'll 
have to survive on when you're offer- 
ing your body for cash on the street. 
Unfortunately, you're also ugly. 
Virgo: (August 23 - Sept. 22) 

And another thing: life sucks. 
People will steal from you, cheat 
on you and treat you like the use- 
less piece of shit you are. Loser. 





Libra: (Sept. 23 - October 22) 
Eat food while you can, because 
after the world crushes your soul 
and youthful optimism, you won't 
even be able to afford bread. 


Scorpio: (October 23 - Nov. 21) 

Them vaginas is funny stuff, huh? 
Seriously, I’m not here to entertain 
you. If you think life is funny, think 
again. It loves to take shits. On you. 


Sagittarius: (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21) 
“As depressing as you think things 
are now, cheer up, because they'll 
get better!” That’s what douches say. 
It’s cold, and it'll only get colder. 
Capricorn: (Dec. 23 - January 19) 
Delicious food is awesome, isn’t it? 
Well, forget about it. All you’ll be 
able to eat are toenail clippings and 
“cheese” from your own taint. 
Aquarius: (January 20 - Feb. 18) 
Little problems may be annoying, 
but when you get older, you have to 
start worrying about the bigger stuff. 
Like whether or not to kill yourself. 
Pisces: (Feb. 19 - March 20) 

Treats like finding a job or eating 
a hot meal can be nice once in a 
while, but don’t forget: you're a los- 
er in life, and you always will be. 








Toad Detective 
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by Matt Hansen 


LONG TIME NO 
SEE, EH, BABE? 


me FINALLY | FOUND MYSELF 

ml SOME NEW THREADS, AND ! 
KNEW JUST WHERE | NEEDED 
TO GO. 


Dr. Love wants you to “fix the TV 


he United States of 

America has a lot of 

love. Coincidentally, it 

also has a lot of doc- 

tors. But one has to 
wonder: how many of these doc- 
tors are professionally certified to 
treat love? And conversely, how 
much love are these doctors actu- 
ally getting? How “significant” 
are their significant others? On 
a Significance Scale of zero to 10, 
with 10 being “Very Significant” 
and zero being “She Always Has 
a Headache,” how would these 
doctors score? My guess is that 
they would score poorly, and that 
their preferred drink is scotch. 
Of course, for all these prob- 
lems with doctor-love synergy, 
we can still rest easy knowing 
that one doctor is there to solve 
all our love-related quandaries. 
This doctor happens to be Doctor 
Love. And this happens to be an- 
other edition of . . . 


ASK DR. LOVE 


Dear Dr. Love, 

So I’m at a baseball game with 
my buddies, right? And Bobby’s sit- 
ting next to me, he’s just shoving hot 
dogs in his mouth like he’s some sort 
of trash compactor. It’s really dis- 
gusting, like hella gross. So anyway, 
Mickey Mantle gets on second base... 
did I mention we were in a time ma- 
chine, by the way? Well, we were 
in a time machine. So Mantle’s on 
second, and then Bobby turns to me 
with this grin on his face, and he’s 
like, “Second base! That's like where 
I got with your mom!” And I’m like, 
“Bobby, you've never met my moth- 
er; your claims are dubious at best.” 

Then Bobby punched me in the 
face, which he does a lot. Anyway, 
here’s my question: what the hell is 
“second base”? 

— Jimmy T. 


Dear Jimmy, 

Thanks for writing in. Your 
friend Bobby was most likely 
referring to the Base System, an 


informal method of describing 
one’s sexual exploits via a clever 
sports analogy. Base Systems are 
actually an area of special inter- 
est for me; I wrote my doctoral 
thesis on them (“Cross-Cultural 
Base Systems: A Comparative 
Analysis”). Many Americans are 
only familiar with the American 
Base System, which is outlined as 
follows: 


First base: French kissing (known 
in France as “totally normal kiss- 
ing”) 

Second base: Fondling/groping 
Third base: Hands in magic plac- 
es 

Home run: Doing it! For reall! 


_ Matt Diamond 
One Fry Short 


However, while this is a very 
common Base System, it is cer- 
tainly not the only one in exis- 
tence. For the sake of comparison, 
let’s examine the equally popular 
European Base System: 


First base: Having sex 

Second base: Sports car 

Third base: Being effortlessly at- 
tractive 

Home run: Another sports car, 
some cigarettes, whatever 


From what you described, it 
seems that your friend Bobby 
was insinuating that he groped 
your mother. Perhaps you should 
think twice the next time he asks 
to go back in time with you. 


Dear Dr. Love, 

The other night, this girl invited 
me over to her place to watch Saving 
Private Ryan. Of course, I’m think- 
ing, “Awesome, I’ve always wanted 
to see this film.” So we start watch- 


he 


ing it, and everything's going fine. 
Then suddenly, after Vin Diesel gets 
sniped by that guy in the clock tower, 
this girl turns and starts trying to 
make out with me! I’m like “Hey, 
whoa, what? I’m trying to watch a 
movie here!” Then she kicked me out 
of her apartment. I didn’t even get to 
find out what happened to Private 
Ryan! What's this girl’s problem? 
— Mike B. 


Dear Mike, 

Thanks for the letter. There's 
actually nothing wrong with this 
girl, aside from her erotic fixation 
with World War II. What we have 
here is a simple case of misunder- 
standing “The Code.” You see, the 
Code is a way for men and wom- 
en to convey their intentions in a 
very subtle manner. One person 
will invite the other person over 
for a certain reason, but the real 
reason is usually quite different. 
To avoid any future mix-ups, 
here’s a quick overview of some 
key translations: 


Watch a movie: make out. 


Have coffee: sex (for further 
commentary, see Seinfeld) 


Have tea: sex. 

Have soda: sex 

Have diet soda: hand job 

Fix the television: porn star sex 
Euthanize the dog: oral sex 


Install a carbon monoxide 
detector: anal sex 


Help me move my ailing grand- 
mother to a nursing home: 69 


Have sex: marriage 


Matt Diamond wants you to “do his 
laundry” and “clean the entire apart- 
ment,” know what I mean? He can be 
contacted at mdiamond@jhu.edu. 
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THE GOVERNMENT HAD JUST H/RED 
AN ANDEAN SHAMAN TO STOP 
GARTH DURER'S CRIME SPREE. 


OUTSIDE OF A JOEYS CHICKEN SHACK, THEY SOON 
ENGAGED /N ATERRIBLE BATTLE, CALLING ON ALL OF 


THE/R MAGICAL POWERS. 





Lee 


ON THE 83RD HOUR, HORACIO 
PULLED OUT ALL THE STOPS, 
SUMMONING AN ANCIENT 
DEMON TO DESTROY GARTH. 


THEY FOUGAT FOR 3 FULL 
DAYS, GETTING NOWHERE 


TO COUNTER THE ATTACK, 
GARTH UNLEASHED A 
DEVASTATING MIN/- 

BLACK HOZE. 





IN THE WAKE OF SO MUCH 
DESTRUCTION, JONES FINALLY 
SNAPPED OUT OF HIS TRANCE. 


IT SOON SWALLOWED THE TWO 
WIZARDS, AFTER WHICH IT ATE 
ITSELF. 


Hey BUDDY, 
YOU OK? NEED 
A RIDE? 





HE HITCHED A RIDE TO TALLAHASSEE, 
AND WAS NEVER HEARD FROM AGAIN. 











Wasted Ink 





| 


| Inthe future... 
You will get a 
headache. 


What kind of a 
fortune is that? 
You're a fraud. 









Fortunes 
$25 


Fortunes 
$25 











What’s Different by Matt Hansen 





The malevolent graphics staff has altered certain details between the first and second photographs. | 
Can you find all seven changes in the second photograph? | 
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CALEN DAR Fes. 22-Fen. 28 


MOVIE OPENING 


Campus Events 


Thursday, February 22 


10 p.m. The senior class’ club 
night is happening tonight at 
Gardel’s Supper Club. Tickets are 
$10. Buses will begin leaving MSE 
Library at 9:50 p.m. and will start 
returning to campus at 1 a.m. 


Friday, February 23 


1 p.m. Join the JHU Muslim Stu- 
dents Association and other stu- 
dents at the Interfaith Center for 
“Jum’ah with JHUMA,” a prayer 
and reception event this Friday. 


8 p.m. Theatre Hopkins presents 
Lanford Wilson’s Pulitzer Prize- 
winning play Talley’s Folly, all 
weekend at the Swirnow Theater 
in the Mattin Center. 


8 p.m. If you missed the latest 
Will Ferrell movie in the the- 
aters, here’s your chance to catch 
it now — for free! Come to Mudd 
Auditorium for the HOP’s Friday 
Night Film, Stranger Than Fiction. 
Afterwards, go to Nolan’s for free 
food, coffee and tea at the weekly 
event Coffee Grounds. 


Saturday, February 24 


Want to get in touch with nature 
— and get in shape? Join Outdoor 
Pursuits for a day-long hike this 
weekend. The cost is only $10 for 
students and all equipment is 
provided. Get more information 
and sign up at http://www.jhu.edu/ 


op. 


8 p.m. Theatre Hopkins presents 
Lanford Wilson’s Pulitzer Prize- 
winning play Talley’s Folly, all 
weekend at the Swirnow Theater 
in the Mattin Center. 


8 p.m. Towson University’s Asian 
Arts & Culture Center present 
Poetry in Motion: Japanese Dance 
and Music at Towson’s Kaplan 
Concert Hall. The show will fea- 
ture performances by New York’s 





CALENDAR 





The Number 23 


Movie opening at AMC Towson Commons 8 this Friday 
Showtimes: 12:05, 2:15, 4:35, 7:30 and 10:00 





vc Fae rs 
1. ane vt 


Jim Carrey stars in the new thriller, 7he Number 23, opening this Friday . 


Sachiyo Ito and Company. Tickets 
are $12 and can be purchased by 
calling (410) 704-2787 or by visit- 
ing http://www.towson.edu/center- 
forthearts. 


Sunday, February 25 


8 p.m. Theatre Hopkins presents 
Lanford Wilson’s Pulitzer Prize- 
winning play Talley’s Folly, all 
weekend at the Swirnow Theater 
in the Mattin Center. This Sun- 
day matinée is your last chance 
to catch the show! 


4 p.m. Come to the Interfaith 
Center for Sandwich Sunday! 
Help fight hunger in Baltimore 
by preparing sandwiches with 
the Muslim Students Associa- 
tion. 


Monday, February 26 


12 p.m. The Black Graduate Stu- 
dent Association and Assembly 
presents Afrofusion, a stunning 


showcase of the performing arts 
of the African Diaspora. It’s hap- 
pening at Sheldon Hall on the 
East Baltimore campus and is 
free! 


Thursday, March | 


5 p.m. Come to the Baltimore 
Museum of Art next Thursday 
for “Conversations with Photog- 
raphers.” Contemporary photog- 
raphers Jeff Wall and Stephen 
Shore will be discussing key is- 
sues in the field of photography 
today. For more information visit 
http://www.artbma.org. 


Got an event? 


| Send details about future | 
events including date, time, lo- | 
cation and a brief summary of 
the event to events@jhunewslet- 
ter.com. Please e-mail all events 

| by the Monday before publica- 

| tion. | 





Exposure 


By Shiv Gandhi 














Thursday, February 22 


: Thursday night is Open Mic 
? Night at the Ottobar! Come 
: see Things That Fly, Just Below 
: Average, Wasted City, Putrefac- 
; tion and more starting at 7 p.m. 
: Find out more at http://www. 
: theottobar.com. 


: Also going on tonight is a great 
: show at the Sidebar Tavern 
: featuring the Lucky Stiffs, the 
? Scare, National Razor and As 
i Liberty Fades. For more infor- 
? mation go to http://www.sidebar- 
: tavern.com. 


Friday, February 23 


: Come out to the 8x10 Club 
i this Friday night at 7 p.m. for 
: the Baltimore School of Rock’s 
: tribute performance to The 
? Who. Then, stick around for 
i the 8x10’s late show, featuring 
: Cracker, David Lowery and 
i: Johnny Hickman. For more 
: information visit http://www. 
i the8x10.com. 


: Join the Late Night at Fletcher's 
i Bar for their CD release party! 
: They'll be joined by Oh, the 
: Story, American Diary and the 
i Lonely Guy Peep Show. It all 
: starts Friday night at 7 p.m. For 
} more information go to http:// 
? www.fletchersbar.com. 


: The Recher Theatre will wel- 
? come the Clarks this weekend 
i with very special guest Dan- 
: ielia Cotton! Check out http:/ 
: www.rechertheatre.com for more 
i details. 


: This Friday at 9 p.m. at the Ot- 
tobar, come see Celebration 
with the Eternals and Thank 
You. See http://www.theottobar. 
com for more information. —__ 


~ Saturday February 24 


et 
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“If you can’t make it to the 8x10 


4 / 


on Friday, have no fear: the Bal- 
timore School of Rock will be 
putting on a second The Who 
tribute show on Saturday at 
the same time. Then at 10 p.m., 
check out Earthtone and What’s 
wrong with Rosalie? For more 
information visit http://www. 
the8x10.com. 


This Saturday night, An die 
Musik proudly welcomes piano/ 
guitar team Marc Copland and 
John Abercrombie. The seasoned 
New York duo will be performing 
at 8 p.m. For more information go 
to http://www.andiemusiklive.com. 


Everything is wonderful when 
Everclear comes to D.C. this 
weekend! The guys are coming to 
the 9:30 Club on the Van Wilder 
Tour and will be joined by the Al- 
ternate Routes, Neon Culpa and 
Jonny Lives! For more informa- 
tion go to http://www.930.com. 


Lennex, Fermata and Echo Value 
will be rocking Fletcher’s Bar 
this Saturday. Doors open at 8 
p-m. More details are available at 
http://www.fletchersbar.com. 


This weekend, Charm City Art 
Space will welcome hardcore 
rockers Tangled Lines, I Object 
and Surroundings along with 
Baltimore’s own Paper Drag- 
ons! For details visit http://www. 
ccspace.org. 


The Concert for Hope is hap- 
pening this weekend at the Re- 
cher Theater. Featuring Gypsy 
Dawg, Mr. Wilson, and Ethyl & 
the Mermen, the show will ben- 
efit Hopewell Cancer Support. 
Be sure to come out for this one. 
For more information, check out 
http://www.rechertheatre.com. 


Jim Morrison lives! Or you'll 
think he does when Doors trib- 
ute band the Soft Parade comes 
to Rams Head Live this weekend. 


— See —hittp://www.ramsheadlive.com 


for more details. 


DJ King Britt will be spinning 
records at Sonar Saturday night 
along with Baltimore’s own 
Adam Auburn. For more infor- 
mation go to http://www.sonar.us. 


Sunday, February 25 


Drummer Steve Williams will be 
at An die Musik on Sunday for 
a special one-time performance. 
He will be backed up by four 
world-renowned musicians. For 
more information go to hittp:// 
www.andiemusiklive.com. 


This Sunday, Ottobar presents 
the brand-new weekly event 
Tasty! Starting at 9 p.m., Tasty 
will feature all female DJs. Go to 
http://www.theottobar.com for more 
information. 


Sonar is the place to on Sunday 
as William Elliot Whitmore takes 
the stage with guest Backyard 
Tire Fire. Whitmore will be per- 
forming his unique brand of folk 
blues in the club room. Doors 
open at 7:30 p.m. Check out 
http:/fwww.sonar.us for prices and 
more. 


Monday, February 26 


This and every Monday, come to 
An die Musik for a night of jazz 
from some of Peabody’s finest. 
This week, Jeff Chang, Devin 
Arne, Blake Meister and Sha- 
reef Taher will be performing 
original compositions as well as 
classic jazz standards. For more 
information go to http://www. 
andiemusiklive.com. 


This Monday night, Sonar will 
welcome Minutes Too Far and 
Crash Romeo. Also performing 
are Adelphi and Gatsby Gets the 
Green Light. Find out more at 
http://www.sonar.us. 


Tuesday, February 27 


Against Me will headline at the 
Recher Theater on Tuesday along 
with guests Riverboat Gamblers 
and Fake Problems. Check out 
http://[www.rechertheatre.com for 
details. 


Two for Tuesdays is once again 
happening upstairs at the Otto- 
bar this week! Enjoy two drinks 
for the price of one drinks from 9 
p.m. to 2 a.m., while getting down 
to tunes from DJs Matt Walter 
and Craig Boarman! See http:// 
www.theottobar.com for more. 


Wednesday, February 28 


The Bird and the Bee will put 
on a stellar show at Fletcher’s on 





Wednesday night. For more in- 
formation go to http://www.fletch- 
ersbar.com. 


Come out to Charm City Art 
Space Wednesday at 7 p.m. to 
see Permanent, a hardcore group 
from Richmond, Va. Also per- 
forming will be Bracewar, Swamp 
Thing, and the Mongoloids. Get 
more information at /ttp://www. 
cespace.org. 


JJ Grey and MOFRO will be at the 
Recher Theater on Wednesday 


in support of their third album, 
Country Ghetto. Virginia Coali- 
tion will open. For more informa- 
tion go to http://www.rechertheatre. 
com. 


RAE. COURTESY OF HTTP:/WWWMYSPACECOM 
Virginia hip-hop duo Clipse comes to Sonar on Wednesday night to promote their newest album, He// Hath No Fury. : 


Head to the Rams Head Live : 
on Wednesday to see G. Love } 
_ and Special Sauce perform : 
with special guest Redeye. 
Tickets for this one are going : 
fast, so get yours now! For | 
more information go to http:// : 


www.ramsheadlive.com. 


Come see hip-hop twosome 
Clipse on the Sonar main stage 


Wednesday 


night with guest : 


DJ Low Budget. Doors open at 


8 p.m. 


Then make your way into the } 
Sonar club room to see drum | 


and bass DJ AK1200 at work : 


along with Ackshun Jackson. 


Details for both events can be } 


found at http://www.sonar.us, 


. 
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